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Colleagues:

Greetings from Belfast, N. Ireland, where I am joining Presidents Bruess, Fitzgerald, Looney, and
Manion to celebrate the 30th anniversary of Study USA, a business/education student exchange
with Northern Ireland that has enriched the campus experience of over 80 Catholic colleges and
universities since it was established in 1994. ACCU will host a special reception at the 2026 Annual
Meeting to celebrate this milestone.

Speaking of the Annual Meeting, registration is now open — January 31- February 2 at the Grand
Hyatt Washington. We are currently putting final touches on the program, which explores mission-
critical issues like immigration and religious liberty, and more transactional challenges like
athletics and workforce development in the context of mission. I am delighted that internationally
recognized, “Angels Unawares” sculptor, Timothy Schmalz will join us to discuss advocacy
through the lens of art.

As the new academic year begins, enrollment reports run the whole gamut from strong freshman
numbers to high tuition discounts and greater than anticipated summer melt. Not surprisingly, I also
am aware of hopeful examples of collaboration and innovative partnerships. I refer you to the fall
ACCU newsletter article on Catholic migration data to help understand the national context for
Catholic higher education. These days I am regularly visiting board meetings via Zoom to help
institutions understand how they are positioned in comparison to sector outcomes. I will provide
that data for every new president at the 2026 Institute for New Presidents (INP).

We have 12 new presidents joining the ACCU family this spring/summer as well as 10 interim
leaders — to date. Here is the list. Please join me in welcoming Sean Ryan (Anna Maria College),
Maureen Geary, OP (Aquinas College), Madison Silvert (Brescia University), Joseph Riordan, SJ
(Campion College), David Bellar (Franciscan Missionaries of Our Lady University), Katia
Passerini (Gonzaga University), Mike Doyle (Loras College), Thomas Poon (Loyola Marymount
University), Kimo Ah Yun (Marquette University), Darren Dahl (Newman Theological College),
Edward Feser (Saint Louis University) and Ryan Hendrickson (University of St. Francis). Interims
include Andy Jett (Avila University), Joseph Wysocki (Belmont Abbey College), Jennifer
Glowienka and Bishop Austin Vetter (Carroll College), Michael Cornell (Hilbert College), Melanie
Green (Mercy College of Ohio), Scott Hendrickson, SJ (Regis University), Scott Morrison (St.
Mary’s University/Calgary) and Caroline Goulet (University of Providence. Yes, Ryan and Scott
Hendrickson are brothers, and brother to Creighton President Dan! A quick reminder that the INP
begins next week, Friday, September 12. The content you receive and the connections you make
during INP will be of use to you in ways you can not yet see or predict.

With that, I wish you all a successful opening to the new academic year. As the recent holiday
reminds us, with a Catholic spin — leadership is a labor of love.

Sincerely,

Donna M. Carroll
ACCU President

ACCU Programming

Institute for New Presidents
Speaking about Mission (The first of six virtual sessions)
Friday, September 12, 3:30 — 4:30 pm ET


http://www.accunet.org/inp

As president, you speak about your institution’s charism and Catholic nature as you engage your
communities, address controverted topics on campus, and, of course, as you give your inauguration
speeches. Learn about suggested ways in which you can effectively speak of your institution’s
Catholic mission and congregational tradition.

Speakers:

Ann McElaney-Johnson, President, Mount Saint Mary's University

Rob Vischer, President, University of St. Thomas

Moderator: Donna Carroll, President, ACCU

Registration is now open!!

Aspiring Presidents

Friday, October 17, 2025

1:00 - 3:00 p.m. ET

Speakers:

Katie Conboy, President, Saint Mary's College (IN)

Rob Kelly, President, University of Portland (OR)

Moderator: Donna Carroll, President, ACCU

Who on your campus has the aspiration and disposition for a future presidency in Catholic higher
education? This virtual program is open to all senior leaders who are considering a Catholic higher
education presidency. Whether they have a planned trajectory toward a presidency, or are still
navigating a path, this program will offer aspiring presidents additional insights to continue their
discernment.

Register today!

ACCU Annual Meeting

Through the Lens of Mission
Registration is now open. Early bird registration rates end on October 14, 2025.

ASSOCIATION OF CATHOLIC GOLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES
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ACCU Presidential Opinions

Cura Personalis
Saturdays at Seven - Season Two, Episode Forty-Seven
Todd Ream speaks with Rockhurst University’s President, Sandra Cassady

If the US wants to remain competitive globally, we can't abandon higher education
Opinion piece by Kimo Ah Yun, President, Marquette University in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

The Great Grace of Vocation
Saturdays at Seven — Season Two, Episode Fifty
Todd Ream talks with Rev. Brian J. Shanley, O.P., President, St. John's University (NY)

ACCU Partner Upcoming Events

Pilgrimages of Hope for Creation

ACCU is proud to join other Catholic organizations across the United States coming together to
launch Pilgrimages of Hope for Creation, a nationwide movement to encourage individuals and
communities to embark on pilgrimages during the 2025 Jubilee Year, focusing on the sacred
relationship between humanity and creation. We invite you to host and/or join a Pilgrimage of Hope
for Creation during the Season of Creation—September 1-October 4. For more information, please
go to https://catholicpilgrimsofhope.org/.

IFCU International Research Group 2025 International Conference

Migrations, Conflict, Women and Youth

October 22 - 24, 2025

Organized by the Research Group of the International Federation of Catholic Universities,
the Pontifical Catholic University of Peru (PUCP) is hosting an International Congress entitled
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“Migrations, Conflict, Women and Youth.” For further details or to express interest, please
contact: acastro@pucp.pe.
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