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Colleagues:

I just finished reading Cardinal Timothy Radcliffe’s new book, Surprised by Hope, which is a
collection of his retreat talks from the Synod on Synodality. I am admittedly a Radcliffe groupie,
always finding nuggets of inspiration in his reflections, like this recent one about our Catholic
witness — “We should be alive with a joy that intrigues people. Then they will want to know what
our secret is.” It is a positive notion for a challenging time!

ACCU continues to look for new ways to add member value in this challenging time, including the
revised newsletter, which you recently received. This year ACCU revamped the new presidents’
mentoring program resulting in significant increases in new and emeriti colleague participation.
Healthy early registration numbers also suggest a successful annual meeting in 2026, and a few
presidents have already indicated their intent to attend the Rome Seminar, June 1-5, 2026, so book
early!

ACCU has 10 goals for the coming academic year, including increasing association marketing and
analytic capacities. We will be organizing a second strategy summit, December 4-5, in Kansas City,
hosted by Rockhurst University, to refresh the case for Catholic higher education — impact,
relevance and challenges. Also on our list is a more intentional focus on grant funding, to support
leadership formation programs across the senior administrative life cycle.

In that regard, let me thank Presidents Ann McElaney-Johnson and Rob Vischer for leading our
first INP Zoom session on “speaking about mission.” Tomorrow, Carlow President Kathy
Humphrey, along with her Marketing VP John Cardone return by popular demand to address the
topic of “marketing for mission.” ACCU cannot provide members with the breath of resources that
we do without the generous participation (and wisdom!) of such actively engaged colleagues.

You will note that we try to share your wisdom each month in the Opinions section of this
Presidents Message. Please forward your articles, op-ed pieces, podcasts, and videos so that we can
put them into wider circulation.

It is October already. The semester is racing forward. Thank you for your steadfast leadership.
Happy fall.

Sincerely,

Donna M. Carroll
ACCU President

ACCU Programming

Institute for New Presidents *TOMORROW!!

Virtual Session #2: Marketing for Mission

Friday, October 3, 2025

3:30 — 4:30 p.m. (Eastern) via Zoom

Speakers:

Kathy Humphrey, President, Carlow University

John Cardone, Vice President of Marketing and Communications, Carlow University

Catholic higher education institutions serve a special and important mission to their students, to the
world, and to the Church. But in the ever-changing landscape of higher education, how can you
convey and lean into that mission to tell your institutional story in a meaningful way? This virtual
session will incorporate important truths of marketing into practical, real-life examples of how




Catholic colleges and universities are building comprehensive marketing and communication plans
centered on their Catholic identity.
Registration is now open!!

Community-Engaged Scholar-Practitioner Network Annual Conference

October 6 - 8, 2026

Aquinas College

Service-Learning Community Engagement staff and faculty will gather for the third annual meeting
of ACCU institutions through the Uniservitate program. Attendance is fully grant funded. Is your
service-learning professional connected yet? If not, please have them contact Rebecca Sawyer to
join the group.

Aspiring Presidents

Friday, October 17, 2025

1:00 - 3:00 p.m. ET

Speakers:

Katie Conboy, President, Saint Mary's College (IN)

Rob Kelly, President, University of Portland (OR)

Moderator: Donna Carroll, President, ACCU

Who on your campus has the aspiration and disposition for a future presidency in Catholic higher
education? This virtual program is open to all senior leaders who are considering a Catholic higher
education presidency. Whether they have a planned trajectory toward a presidency, or are still
navigating a path, this program will offer aspiring presidents additional insights to continue their
discernment.

Register today!

ACCU Annual Meeting

Through the Lens of Mission

January 31 - February 2, 2026

Registration is now open. Early bird registration rates end on October 14, 2025.

ACCU Presidential Opinions

President Hanycz Responds to Rising Political Polarization and Violence
Colleen Hanycz, President of Xavier University (OH), interview with the Xavier Newswire
published on September 23, 2025.

Academic freedom is under attack. How have Pittsburgh higher ed leaders
responded?

Christina Clark, Ken Gormley, and Kathy Humphrey talk with Pittsburg's Public Source on
September 30, 2025.

The Advantages of Having a Trustee Chair a Search Committee for a New Provost
Jim Greenfield, President of DeSales University, co-authored a piece in the September-October
edition of AGB's Trusteeship. If you are an AGB member, please take a read.

ACCU Partner Upcoming Events

IFCU International Research Group 2025 International Conference

Migrations, Conflict, Women and Youth

October 22 - 24, 2025

Organized by the Research Group of the International Federation of Catholic Universities,
the Pontifical Catholic University of Peru (PUCP) is hosting an International Congress entitled
“Migrations, Conflict, Women and Youth.” For further details or to express interest, please
contact: acastro@pucp.pe.

Institute for African Compact on Education

The African Compact on Education was prepared, beginning in 2017, by pastors (cardinals,
bishops, superiors of religious congregations), scholars, and practitioners of Catholic education
from both the Global North and South. It was signed on November 6, 2022, in Kinshasa,
Democratic Republic of Congo, and presented to Pope Francis on June 1, 2023.

The Institute for African Compact on Education fulfills its mission in the following ways:
1. Research in collaboration with partner universities
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2. Training of Catholic education leaders and trainers
3. Technical support on the ground within African countries

They have ongoing research projects aimed at deepening the key orientations of the African
Compact on Education (ecology, peacebuilding, inculturation, the catholicity of Catholic schools,
inclusivity, citizenship education, religious education, beauty and spirituality, digitalization, etc.).
They are looking for collaborations that would give priority to the following disciplines: theology
and religious studies, philosophy, anthropology, law, education sciences, and pedagogy. They are
also in need of scholarships to prepare young researchers.

They are also organizing the Second African Congress on Catholic Education, which will be held in
Nairobi, Kenya. Further information can be found here.
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