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Colleagues:

Let me begin by referring you Pope Leo XIV’s Apostolic Letter on the 60th anniversary of
Gravissimum Educationis, celebrating the Jubilee of World Education. It is hopeful, challenging,
and very readable.

I was in Rome the week before the Jubilee for the inaugural convening of IFCU’s conference on
Women Leadership and Catholic Higher Education. I slipped away from the conference for
meetings with Msgr. Anthony Ekpo, Undersecretary of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human
Development, who will speak at the 2026 ACCU Annual Meeting, and with Fr. Armand Puigi
Tarrech, president of AVEPRO, an organization of the Holy See that promotes quality in
ecclesiastical universities and faculties. I also had a delightful dinner with Archbishop Carlo Maria
Polvani and Bishop Paul Tighe of the Dicastery of Culture and Education, both of whom are
supportive of US Catholic higher education.

Do you know that only 8% of all Catholic colleges and universities world-wide are led by

women? That startled me because in the U.S. we currently have 58 talented women presidents of
Catholic institutions, 31%. It was great to spend time in Rome with five of those wonderful women.
Gonzaga President Katia Passerini and I co-chaired the conference, along with colleagues from
Portugal and Lebanon, which was a rewarding challenge. See a few pictures below.

Speaking of events, let me urge you to register for the ACCU Annual Meeting, Through the Lens of
Mission, January 31 - February 2, 2026. The program is all set, with three terrific plenaries — on
religious liberty, leading with wisdom and mercy in disruptive times, and data as discourse,
disaggregating the NSSE data for Catholic higher education. Back by popular demand, we have
scheduled one expanded concurrent session, about “The American Pope: Opportunities for Catholic
higher education.” We also have two special concurrent session guests: Msgr. Ekpo, as I mentioned
above, to provide insights on immigration and the Curia, and Sr. Helen Prejean, who will join St.
Vincent College for a session on the gospel of life. The Annual Meeting task force has worked hard
to ensure that the meeting is interesting and inclusive. I hope that you can join us.

I also hope that you will consider other opportunities for institutional involvement. We are still
looking for one or two more presidents to attend the December 4-5 Lilly Endowment supported
ACCU Communications Summit at a Rockhurst University. Lots of interest, but lots of calendar
conflicts. Registration opens on December 1st for the June 2026 Rome Seminar for presidents, and
start thinking about whom you might nominate for the Discerning the Presidency Seminar, June 22-
24, 2026, at Villanova University.

In closing, let me mention that, at its meeting on October 28th, the ACCU board of directors
recommended a revamping of board committee charges, with an expanded focus on strategy. You
will be asked to approve those by-laws revisions at the February 2nd Annual Meeting Presidents-
Only gathering.

I wish you a belated Happy All Saints Day. I am grateful for your colleagueship.

Sincerely,

Donna M. Carroll
ACCU President


https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/apost_letters/documents/20251027-disegnare-nuove-mappe.html

ACCU Programming

Discerning the Presidency

June 22 -24, 2026

Nominations now open

Discerning the Presidency is a two-day conference for senior executives who are seriously
considering and/or actively pursuing the presidency and are and ready to assume leadership within
the next 3 - 5 years. Attendance is by nomination only.

The 2026 program will be held at Villanova University. Food and lodging are being generously
provided by Villanova. Sessions will be led by veteran ACCU member presidents.

Nominations for this program are now open and must be submitted by March 1, 2026. In your one-
page nomination letter, be sure to specifically include rationale for why the candidate possesses the
ability and inclination to rise to a presidency. The nomination form may be found here.

ACCU Strategy Summit

December 4-5, 2025

Rockhurst University

Join fellow presidents for a communications summit on refreshing the value proposition for
Catholic higher education. If interested and available, please email Donna directly.

ACCU Annual Meeting

Through the Lens of Mission

January 31 - February 2, 2026

Registration is now open. Regular registration rates end on December , 2025.

ACCU Presidential Opinions

Why studying the Western canon matters more than ever
Zlatko Skrbis, Vice-Chancellor and President of Australian Catholic University, shares his opinion
with ABC’s Religion and Ethics portal on October 30th.
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How closing a university changes you
Nancy H. Blattner looks back on her time as the final president of Fontbonne University in this
October 29th Inside Higher Education article.

Education is not a commodity
Jonathan Sanford, President at the University of Dallas, writes an October 14th opinion piece in
First Things.

Teaching Al skills is important. Forming character is more important.
Rob Vischer, President of University of St. Thomas, MN, shares a thought leadership piece on Al
and character in the Minnesota Star Tribune on October 3rd.

ACCU Partner Upcoming Events

Interfaith America INSPIRES

The INSPIRES Index is a free assessment tool that measures, evaluates, and represents an
institution’s efforts towards, and commitment to, establishing a welcoming climate for students of
diverse religious and worldview identities. Many Catholic institutions have participated in the past.
The 2025-26 administration of the INSPIRES Campus Climate Index is open now through
December 10 for new and returning schools. The Index is an opportunity to assess what you are
currently doing and what you could or want to accomplish in the future to improve campus climate
for religious, secular, and spiritual diversity on campus.
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