
May 2026

Colleagues:

ACCU wishes you a joyful spring commencement season. I look forward to sharing the stage with
several of you. If your marketing folks can send us pictures of your ceremonies and speakers, we
will make an ACCU commencement collage — to present a unifying picture.

Speaking of connections, recently I had the opportunity to join our Canadian colleagues for the
ACCUC spring board meeting. They are a hardworking and enjoyable group. My congratulations
to Corpus Christi College & St. Mark’s College President Gerry Turcotte and University of St. Paul
Rector Patrick Leroux for their elections as Chair and Vice Chair of ACCUC, respectively. Both
Gerry and Patrick will be with us in Rome.

Between the Rome Seminar and Discerning the Presidency (at Villanova), we have over 40 member
institutions participating in ACCU programs in June, with great regional, demographic, and
charismatic diversity. Thank you for your engagement — and for affirming the continuing value of
these two programs.

Annual Meeting program planning is in full gear. We have invited Bishop Daniel Flores of the
Diocese of Brownsville, TX to celebrate the opening liturgy — fingers crossed. As I mentioned in
an earlier message, Archbishop Polvani, Secretary of the Vatican Dicastery for Culture and
Education has already agreed to join us. And, we have a few yet-to-be disclosed events in the works
— so stay tuned! I am grateful for the efforts of the members of 2027 planning task force: Rob
Kelly (Portland), chair, Fr. James Burns, I.V.D. (St Mary’s Minnesota), Lynn Babington
(Chaminade), Sandy Cassady (Rockhurst), Susan Donovan (Bellarmine), Peter Kilpatrick
(Catholic), Ann McElaney-Johnson (Mount Saint Mary’s LA) and Patrick Leroux (St Paul Ca).

With equal gratitude and affection, let me recognize our presidents who are retiring or rewiring,
effective June 2026: Christopher Adams, Jim Crawley, Joe Favazza, Montse Fuentes, Kathy Getz,
Ken Gormley, Bob Groves, Antoinette Hays, Fr. Bill Leahy, Beth Martin, Amy McCormack,
Barbara McDonald, Alan Miciak, Sr. Diane Steele, and Marylou Yam. We hope that several of you
will stay engaged through ACCU’s mentoring program for new presidents.

My thanks in advance to Alvernia President Glynis Fitzgerald and Loyola Marymount President
Thomas Poon for agreeing to serve as co-chairs of the 2027 Institute for New Presidents Planning
Task Force. As you know, the Institute now has five-parts — a Zoom introduction to ACCU, a
president-to-president mentoring program, six “through the lens of mission” Zoom sessions, access



to a financial monitoring tool, and a day-long orientation in advance of the Annual Meeting. Our
focus is on mission and belonging.

I like to think that belonging is ACCU’s “secret sauce.” Let me know how else we can support your
leadership and resilience.

Happy end of academic year!

Sincerely,

Donna M. Carroll
President

ACCU Presidential Opinions

Education cuts will make it more difficult for low-income students to go to college
Susan R. Burns, President of the University of Mount Saint Vincent, argues in America Magazine
that proposed federal higher education cuts could disproportionately affect low-income and first-
generation students by limiting access to financial aid and support programs that help students
pursue college opportunities.

Bishop O’Connell’s Reflection on Recent Public Criticism of the Holy Father and
the Tragedy of War
Bishop David M. O’Connell, C.M., Bishop of Trenton and former President of The Catholic
University of America, reflects on recent public criticism of the Holy Father and the tragedy of war,
emphasizing the Church’s mission to proclaim peace and defend human dignity beyond political
divisions.

ACCU Partner Events & Resources

Collegium Annual Colloquy
June 5 - 12, 2026
University of Portland
Collegium will host its annual week-long colloquy at the University of Portland, bringing together
faculty from Catholic colleges and universities for a program of reflection, dialogue, and formation
focused on vocation, the Catholic intellectual tradition, and the mission of their home institutions. 

2026 Convening of the ACE Commission on Faith-Based Colleges and
Universities
June 8, 2026
Washington, DC
College and university presidents, along with higher education leaders, will gather for the 2026
convening of the American Council on Education’s Commission on Faith-Based Colleges and
Universities, focused on the theme “Learning to Disagree Better—What Faith-Based Universities
Can Bring to the National Dialogue.”

ASACCU 2026 Annual Conference
June 23–26, 2026
Saint Louis University
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The Association of Student Affairs at Catholic Colleges and Universities will host its 2026 Annual
Conference at Saint Louis University, bringing together student affairs professionals from across
the country for a gathering centered on mission, community, and the holistic development of
students in Catholic higher education.

Institute for Administrators in Catholic Higher Education (IACHE)
July 13-16, 2026
The Connors Center
Boston College will host the Institute for Administrators in Catholic Higher Education, a four-day
seminar that brings together leaders from Catholic colleges and universities around the world to
engage with scholars and practitioners on key questions related to mission, leadership, and the
future of Catholic higher education. 

The Price Transparency Imperative: Rebuilding Confidence in Higher Education
A new report from Strada Education Foundation examines how confusion surrounding college
pricing and financial aid may be contributing to declining public trust in higher education, while
calling for greater transparency and predictability in college costs. 
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