
Colleagues:

It has been a weird winter, and I refer not only to the weather — but today, the sun is shining. I am
attending the CENTERS convening in Chicago, at which 50+ representatives from 16 of our
Catholic colleges and universities are gathering to explore innovative applications of synodality on
their campuses. This is a $10 million, five-year, Lilly Endowment funded grant, anchored by
Loyola University Chicago. Very exciting.

Also, exciting — Over 200 Catholic institution colleagues will gather in Kansas City mid-month
for the biennial NetVUE Conference. Like synodality, the theological exploration of vocation is
one of those faculty-driven initiatives that distinguishes a Catholic education. In fact, NSSE data
reported at the Annual Meeting shows that Catholic institutions outperform public and other private
institutions on “quality of student-faculty interaction” and so, continuing to provide faculty and
staff with rich experiences like the CENTERS and NetVUE meetings is important.

Surprisingly, that same NSSE data indicates a lower sense of “belonging” among our students as
compared to students at other private institutions. I would be interested to hear your thoughts about
this.

I would also still appreciate your nominations for the June 22-24 Discerning the Presidency
seminar at Villanova. This program feeds our presidential pipeline, and so, we need robust
attendance. At this point, we have room for 3-5 more participants. 

Let me announce and thank in advance the 2027 Annual Meeting Planning Task Force Members:
Rob Kelly, University of Portland, chair; James Burns, IVD, Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota;
Sandra Cassady, Rockhurst University; Susan Donovan, Bellarmine University; Peter Kilpatrick,
Catholic University of America; Patrick Leroux, University of Saint Paul (Ca); and Ann McElaney-
Johnson, Mount Saint Mary’s University, Los Angeles. We will begin planning in earnest next
month. All ideas are welcome.

Recently a colleague called in search of a Vatican document, and it occurred to me that others
might want easy access to a resource list. So, in closing, here are the five Holy See publications to
which I periodically refer:

Drawing New Maps of Hope (2025) on Catholic education
Laudato Si (2015) on sustainability
Ex Corde Ecclesiae (1990) on Catholic colleges and universities
Sapientia Christiana (1979) on ecclesiastical faculties and universities
Gravissimum Educationis (1965) on Christian education.

Our thoughts and prayers are with those suffering the ravages of war, those displaced, stranded and
in harm's way. To quote Pope Francis — “This Lent, let us find ways to overcome our
indifference.”

https://files.constantcontact.com/aa627cb1401/3c1f3439-f23c-4549-a54e-0cf1944c4a5b.pdf
https://members.accunet.org/atlas/forms/general/1014
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/apost_letters/documents/20251027-disegnare-nuove-mappe.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_constitutions/documents/hf_jp-ii_apc_15081990_ex-corde-ecclesiae.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_constitutions/documents/hf_jp-ii_apc_15041979_sapientia-christiana.html
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decl_19651028_gravissimum-educationis_en.html


Sincerely,

Donna M Carroll
President

ACCU Presidential Opinions

Should University Presidents Publicly Weigh In on the Most Pressing Societal Issues
of Our Times?
James T. Harris III, President of the University of San Diego, examines whether leaders of faith
based universities should remain neutral or speak publicly on issues affecting human dignity and
social justice.

AI’s best use is enhancing human judgment. So study liberal arts.
Greg Weiner, President of Assumption University, argues that as artificial intelligence advances, a
liberal arts education is essential for cultivating the human judgment and ethical reasoning that
technology cannot replace.

“Our Collective Ability” ft. Spring Hill College’s Mary H. Van Brunt, Saturdays at
Seven Season Three Episode Twenty Four
Todd C. Ream, Professor of Higher Education at Taylor University, and Mary H. Van Brunt,
President of Spring Hill College, discuss Spring Hill College’s Jesuit mission and its commitment
to forming students who serve both the Church and the broader community.

Renewing America Begins With Renewing Catholic Universities
Jonathan J.J. Sanford, President of the University of Dallas states that America’s renewal depends
on Catholic universities returning to their mission of forming students in truth and virtue.

Higher Education Had Significant Impact On U.S. As American Celebrates 250
Years
Tim Collins, President of Walsh University, reflects on the role higher education has played in
shaping American progress and calls for renewed appreciation of its impact as the nation
approaches its 250th anniversary.

Higher Ed's Answer To Philadelphia's Lost Jobs
Anne Prisco, President of Holy Family University, argues that higher education can help restore
family sustaining jobs in Philadelphia by strengthening the regional workforce and preparing
students for emerging industries.

ACCU Programing

Discerning the Presidency
June 22 -24, 2026
Nominations now open
Discerning the Presidency is a two-day conference for senior executives who are seriously
considering and/or actively pursuing the presidency and are and ready to assume leadership within
the next 3 - 5 years. Attendance is by nomination only and must be submitted by March 1, 2026. In
your one-page nomination letter, be sure to specifically include rationale for why the candidate

https://www.chicagotribune.com/2026/03/03/opinion-university-presidents-social-justice-trump-administration/?clearUserState=true
https://www.chicagotribune.com/2026/03/03/opinion-university-presidents-social-justice-trump-administration/?clearUserState=true
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/03/02/ais-best-use-is-enhancing-human-judgment-so-study-liberal-arts/
https://christianscholars.com/our-collective-ability-ft-spring-hill-colleges-mary-h-van-brunt-i-saturdays-at-seven-season-three-episode-twenty-four/
https://christianscholars.com/our-collective-ability-ft-spring-hill-colleges-mary-h-van-brunt-i-saturdays-at-seven-season-three-episode-twenty-four/
https://www.ncregister.com/commentaries/renewing-america-begins-with-renewing-catholic-universities
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:us:ad6cfeeb-33dd-4fc9-a40a-25641ec38181
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:us:ad6cfeeb-33dd-4fc9-a40a-25641ec38181
https://aicup.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Guest-Commentary_-Higher-Eds-Answer-to-Our-Lost-Jobs.pdf
https://www.accunet.org/exploringthepresidency.html


possesses the ability and inclination to rise to a presidency. The nomination form may be
found here.

ACCU Partner Upcoming Events/News

Faith, Democracy, and the Common Good
March 18, 2026 Georgetown University, Washington, DC
Hosted by Georgetown University’s Initiative on Catholic Social Thought and Public Life, this
dialogue brings together Catholic scholars and leaders to reflect on the relationship between faith
and democracy in light of the legacy of John Courtney Murray.

NetVUE Conference
March 19–21, 2026 Kansas City, MO
The NetVUE Conference, hosted by the Network for Vocation in Undergraduate Education, gathers
faculty and campus leaders to explore how institutions can cultivate students’ sense of vocation,
purpose, and calling within higher education.

Collegium: The Annual Colloquy 2026
June 5-12, 2026
Collegium’s signature event is the annual week-long colloquy, which will be held at University of
Portland. Collegium colloquy participants should complete the online registration no later
than March 15.

Institute for Administrators in Catholic Higher Education (IACHE)
July 13-16, 2026
The Institute hosts a four-day seminar providing an opportunity for administrators and leaders at
Catholic colleges and universities around the globe to interact with scholars and practitioners
addressing issues faced by Catholic higher education.
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