President’s'
Message

June 4, 2026
Colleagues:

Hello from Rome — and happy National Higher Education Day (6/6/26). It has been a fantastic
Rome Seminar, one year into the papacy of Pope Leo, with the recent release of the Pope’s
encyclical on “preserving the human person in the age of artificial intelligence” (Magnifica
Humanitas). I want to share the “Gift of Service” that we presented to the Pope during yesterday’s
private audience. Lots of pictures to follow!

Having mentioned the recent encyclical, let me alert you to the upcoming ACCU strategy summit
on November 19-20, 2026, co-sponsored by Georgetown’s Initiative on Catholic Social Thought
and Public Life, at which we will dig into the details of the encyclical and discuss implications for
Catholic higher education. If you have a particular interest in attending the summit, please let me
know.

Speaking of special events, let me also announce that Archbishop Gabriele Caccia, the newly
appointed Papal Ambassador to the United States, will host a “Presidents-Only” reception at the
Nunciature on Friday, January 29, as a kickoff to the Annual Meeting. Please save the date!

Planning for the Annual Meeting, January 30—February 1, 2027, at the Grand Hyatt Washington is
well underway. We have our theme — Unified by Hope — and sessions are taking shape. In
addition to the mix of theory and practice, with at least two data-heavy concurrent sessions, we will
reintroduce a women'’s leadership track, to be embedded into the program. We also are investigating
the Guidebook app for easy program navigation and communication.

Here are our newly appointed presidents to date. I know that you join me in welcoming them to the
family.

Ronald Brandon, Christian Brothers University; Jack Butler, SJ, Boston College; Robin Cautin,
Regis College; David Dausey, Duquesne University; Ann Marie Fallon, University of Saint Mary
(KS); Leamor Kahanov, Notre Dame de Namur University; Brenda Kelly, The College of St.
Scholastica; Michael Lewis, Saint Anselm College; Todd Pfannestiel, Avila University; Sr. Maria
Gemma Salyer, OSF, University of Saint Francis; Matt Shank, St. Edward’s University; Christopher
Sindt, Lewis University; Carolyn Noll Sorg, John Carroll University; Ron Tully, Calumet College
of St. Joseph; Abagail Van Vlerah, Notre Dame of Maryland University; and Shawna Cooper
Whitehead, Regis University.


https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/encyclicals/documents/20260515-magnifica-humanitas.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/encyclicals/documents/20260515-magnifica-humanitas.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/encyclicals/documents/20260515-magnifica-humanitas.html
https://www.accunet.org/uploads/1/4/4/2/144237368/a_gift_of_service_2026_4__2.pdf

In closing, let me thank all of you who nominated participants for the ACCU Discerning the
Presidency seminar, June 22-24, at Villanova. It is a great class.

Happy summer!

Sincerely,

S s

Donna M. Carroll
President

A Season of Commencement Honors

Catholic Higher Ed Leaders at Commencement

Abel Chavez

Abel Chéavez, president of Our Lady of the Lake University, served as commencement speaker at
Front Range Community College’s Spring 2026 commencement.

Watch the commencement speech here.

Ken Gormley

Ken Gormley, president of Duquesne University, received an honorary law degree and addressed
graduates during Duquesne University Thomas R. Kline School of Law’s commencement on May
16.

Dennis H. Holtschneider

Dennis H. Holtschneider, chancellor and former president of DePaul University and former
president of ACCU, served as commencement speaker at University of Detroit Mercy and
addressed graduates at Seton Hill University, where he received an honorary Doctor of Humane
Letters.

Watch the University of Detroit Mercy commencement speech here.

Watch the Seton Hill University commencement speech here.

Linda M. LeMura

Linda M. LeMura, president of Le Moyne College, received an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters
at Syracuse University’s 2026 Commencement on May 10. Syracuse recognized her as a
groundbreaking academic leader and School of Education alumna.

Msgr. James Patrick Shea


https://blog.frontrange.edu/2026/04/22/announcing-commencement-speakers-for-class-of-2026/
https://youtu.be/9LO4UivbyOQ?si=jzy8wovuUakt6KoH
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/duquesne-president-surprised-with-honorary-law-degree-during-commencement/VXH5POJMVJAKDJQMDXKB4EEZKQ/
https://sites.udmercy.edu/campusconnection/2026/04/06/university-announces-2026-commencement-speakers/
https://www.setonhill.edu/news/2026/04/rev-dennis-holtschneider-cm-to-address-seton-hill-university-graduates-at-commencement.html
https://youtu.be/IuNeuAHCo8I?si=FGFVuBvS1lEJT7gb&t=2234
https://venus.rmxpres.com/webcast/data/SetonHillGraduation2026-Undergrad/main.htm
https://soe.syr.edu/linda-lemura-honorary-degree/

Msgr. James Patrick Shea, president of the University of Mary, served as commencement speaker
and received an honorary degree at The Catholic University of America’s commencement on May
16.

Watch The Catholic University of America commencement speech here.

Donna M. Carroll

Donna M. Carroll was recognized at several Catholic commencements this season. She received an
honorary Doctor of Humane Letters and addressed graduates at Rockhurst University on May 9,
delivered the keynote address at Mount Saint Mary College on May 16, and received an honorary
degree from the University of Scranton on May 24.

Watch Rockhurst commencement speech here.

Watch Mount Saint Mary College keynote here.

ACCU Programming

*Call for Nominations: 2028 ACCU Awards*

We invite you to nominate individuals who have made a lasting and meaningful contribution to
Catholic higher education through years of dedicated service and leadership. These awards
recognize those whose work has strengthened our institutions and advanced our shared mission.
Please submit nominations here.

Membership Dues Reminder

A reminder that ACCU membership dues for the 2026-2027 year have been sent. If you have not
yet completed your dues payment, we kindly ask that you do so at your earliest convenience. Thank
you for your continued membership and support of ACCU’s mission.

ACCU Partner Events/News

Collegium Annual Colloquy

June 5 - 12, 2026

University of Portland

Collegium will host its annual week-long colloquy at the University of Portland, bringing together

faculty from Catholic colleges and universities for a program of reflection, dialogue, and formation
focused on vocation, the Catholic intellectual tradition, and the mission of their home institutions.

Institute for Administrators in Catholic Higher Education (IACHE)

July 13-16, 2026

Boston College

Boston College will host the Institute for Administrators in Catholic Higher Education, a four-day
seminar that brings together leaders from Catholic colleges and universities around the world to
engage with scholars and practitioners on key questions related to mission, leadership, and the
future of Catholic higher education.
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