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Colleagues: 
 
One measure that I use to assess institutional engagement across Catholic higher education is June
program participation — in ACCU events (e.g. Rome Seminar, Discerning the Presidency) and
partner programs, like the Collegium Colloquy and IACHE.  I am happy to report that almost 50%
of ACCU member institutions sent participants to at least one program this spring.  Last week’s
Discerning the Presidency gathering reminded me that such events are as much about fellowship as
they are about formation.  A good time was had by all — thanks to Villanova’s generous
hospitality. 
 
July is a time of transition as we congratulate retiring (or rewiring) colleagues and welcome a
cohort of new presidents.  Thankfully, a number of now former presidents have agreed to mentor
new colleagues, so we are not saying good-bye.  First-year folks, I encourage you to place the
Annual Meeting dates, January 30 - February 1, 2027, on your calendar, as well as the Institute for
New Presidents (INP) on the 29th.  Our Annual Meeting theme, inspired by the words of Pope Leo,
is “United by Hope.” 
 
Speaking of the Pope, I have included a few Rome seminar pictures at the end of this message.  You
can read his remarks to our group here.  It was an extraordinary time to be in Rome, right after the
release of Magnifica Humanitas.  Several presidents wrote opinion pieces about the encyclical.
Others were interviewed about meeting Pope Leo.  I have linked a selection of both to this
message. 
 
ACCU could not accomplish all that it accomplishes without the active participation of presidents,
so let me recognize a few colleagues and mention another possibility for involvement.  My
gratitude to the members of the INP planning task force — Glynis Fitzgerald (Alvernia University),
Tom Poon (Loyola Marymount University), Marco Clark (Holy Cross College), Harry Dumay
(Elms College), Kathleen Jagger (Newman University), and Lisa Lori (Marywood University).  As
ACCU welcomes a new Executive Director for External Affairs, Kathryn Harrington, I will be
looking for a few presidents and VPs for marketing to help me help her acclimate to our sector. 
 
All that said, my message to you is — be still and refresh for a few moments this summer.  The
pace of the presidency is relentless.  Catholic higher education needs your renewed energy and
clear vision for the future.  We at ACCU look forward to your continued association. 
 
Happy 4th of July. 

https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/speeches/2026/giugno/documents/20260603-accu.html


 
Sincerely, 

Donna M. Carroll
President

Reflections on the Rome Seminar

ACCU Chairs Share Their 2026 Vision
Amy C. Novak, President of St. Ambrose (chair) and Thomas M. Evans, President of the University
of the Incarnate Word (vice chair) write to the members of ACCU highlighting their insights
following the 2026 Rome Seminar and their goals for ACCU in the year ahead.

President Chávez to the OLLU Community
Abel A. Chávez, President of Our Lady of the Lake University, reflects on the ACCU Rome
Seminar program and Pope Leo XIV’s call to Catholic higher education.

UIW President Meets and Presents Gift of Service to Pope Leo XIV 
Thomas M. Evans, President of the University of the Incarnate Word, shares his experience,
highlighting Catholic higher education’s mission of truth, service, and faith.

UP President Robert Kelly Meets Pope Leo XIV in Rome
Robert D. Kelly, President of the University of Portland, recalls his experience in Rome.

Marywood University President Lori reflects on meeting with Pope Leo XIV
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Lisa Lori's, President of Marywood University, reflection on the importance of using artificial
intelligence ethically while keeping humanity at the center.

Reflections on Meeting Pope Leo XIV
Amy C. Novak, President of St. Ambrose University, discusses Pope Leo XIV's message about
living out the mission of Catholic higher education with hope in today’s world.

ACCU Presidential Opinions

The Pope Just Challenged Higher Ed
Eric F. Spina, President of the University of Dayton, contemplates on Pope Leo XIV’s Magnifica
Humanitas.

Pope Leo Speaks to the Heart, and the World Is Listening 
Monsignor Stuart W. Swetland, President of Donnelly College, on Pope Leo XIV's message of truth
and human dignity.

The Higher Purpose of Higher Education
Gerry Turcotte, President and Principal of Corpus Christi College and St. Mark’s College,
emphasizes the role in forming students within Pope Leo XIV's recent encyclical.

What Pope Leo’s AI Encyclical Means for Catholic Colleges and Universities
Robert K. Vischer, President of the University of St. Thomas (MN), speaks on how Catholic
colleges and universities can engage artificial intelligence while remaining grounded in human
dignity, truth, and relationships.

Pope Leo Is Right: Colleges Should Help Students Seek and Live the Truth
Father Dave Pivonka, TOR, President of Franciscan University of Steubenville, states that Catholic
colleges and universities should help students seek truth, encounter Christ, and grow in faith. 

ACCU Programming

Institute for New Presidents Virtual Sessions
ACCU’s Institute for New Presidents offers virtual sessions throughout the academic year to
support new presidents through conversation, mentorship, and shared reflection on Catholic higher
education. View the schedule and register here.

Save the Date: 2027 Annual Meeting
January 30 - February 1, 2027
Grand Hyatt Washington | Washington D.C.
Save the date and join ACCU presidents and senior leaders in Washington, D.C., for the 2027
ACCU Annual Meeting.

ACCU Partner Events/News

Institute for Administrators in Catholic Higher Education (IACHE)
July 13-16, 2026
Boston College
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Boston College will host the Institute for Administrators in Catholic Higher Education, a four-day
seminar that brings together leaders from Catholic colleges and universities around the world to
engage with scholars and practitioners on key questions related to mission, leadership, and the
future of Catholic higher education. 

Beneath the Roar and Tumult Receives Catholic Media Award
Beneath the Roar and Tumult: Cultivating Belonging and Prophetic Imagination in Catholic Higher
Education received Second Place in its category at the 2026 Catholic Media Association Book
Awards. Congratulations to the editors, contributors, and reviewers on this wonderful recognition.
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