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Colleagues:

Happy New Year! It was great to see so many of you in Orlando for the CIC Presidents Institute. I
look forward to seeing even more presidents at the end of the month. Annual Meeting attendance is
among the highest in years.

Putting together an annual meeting is akin to completing a puzzle — getting the frame in place and
then assuring that the pieces fit. This year I think that you will have a hard time choosing between
great sessions. Please plan to join us for the closing plenary on Monday, February 2nd. We are
expecting a personal message from Pope Leo.

Speaking of the Pope, I have received confirmation of a private audience for the 2026 ACCU
Rome Seminar, June 1-5, 2026, so, if you have not already registered, I encourage you to do so
quickly. Previous seminar participants wanting to attend again will be waitlisted. Registration is
first come, first serve.

Here is a link to a series of ACCU bylaws amendments to be presented for approval at the Annual
Meeting Presidents-Only session, also on February 2nd. In a nutshell, the purpose of these
revisions is to shift the board focus from the operational to the strategic, involving presidents more
actively in the future direction of the association. Please take a few minutes to review these
important amendments. Also at this meeting, the Governance & Nominations Committee will
announce the slate of officers, 2026-2028.

You might take a quick look at the flyer announcing the 2026 ACCU Discerning the Presidency
program, June 22-24, at Villanova University. Catholic higher education sees a turnover of about
20 presidents a year, so identifying (skills and disposition) and preparing candidates for leadership
is essential to the health of our sector. Almost half of the participants in this biennial summer
program go on to presidencies, with stronger than average retention. In other words, your
nominations make a difference.

Again — Happy New Year. Thank you for your leadership. See you in DC!
Sincerely,

Donna M. Carroll
ACCU President

ACCU Programming

ACCU Annual Meeting

Through the Lens of Mission

January 31 - February 2, 2026

Registration closes in five days! Register now if you have not already done so.

ACCU 2026 Board of Directors Meetings
January 30 Washington, DC

June 8-9 St. Norbert College, WI

October 27 Virtual

Rome Seminar
A Dynamic Encounter between Catholic Higher Ed and the Curia
June 1 - 5, 2026


https://files.constantcontact.com/aa627cb1401/2276bbee-ca3b-4607-ad4c-5ad77dd45349.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/aa627cb1401/139208b0-aff5-477c-8eaf-8b63079bb6a7.pdf
https://www.accunet.org/2026annualmeeting.html
https://www.accunet.org/2026annualmeeting.html
https://www.accunet.org/rome-seminar.html

The Rome Seminar offers presidents at ACCU member institutions a firsthand opportunity to
explore the intellectual and spiritual legacy of the Catholic Church in order to strengthen and
promote the mission of Catholic higher education. Included are in-depth conversations with key
representatives within the Holy See and Rome's pontifical universities. Contact Mary Starnes

at mstarnes@accunet.org with questions or fill out the interest form on the ACCU website.

Discerning the Presidency

June 22 -24, 2026

Nominations now open

Discerning the Presidency is a two-day conference for senior executives who are seriously
considering and/or actively pursuing the presidency and are and ready to assume leadership within
the next 3 - 5 years. Attendance is by nomination only and must be submitted by March 1, 2026. In
your one-page nomination letter, be sure to specifically include rationale for why the candidate
possesses the ability and inclination to rise to a presidency. The nomination form may be found
here.

ACCU Presidential Opinions

A Generosity of Spirit

Saturdays at Seven, Season Three, Episode Eight

On a December 13th episode, Laurie M. Joyner, President at St. Norbert's College, discusses the
charisms that define the Norbertine religious order and the manner in which communio pervades
the campus.

Kindle the Spark

IngenioUs Podcast

Dr. Ann McElaney-Johnson, President, Mount Saint Mary's University, Los Angeles, discusses
when to trust the spark (even without all the data).

Not a presidential opinion piece, but worth the read from one of our Annual Meeting Awardees....

The Primacy of Politics

Ordering the principles of Catholic social teaching
Commonweal featured an article by Lisa Sowle Cahill on November 25, 2025.

ACCU Partner Upcoming Events/News

NAICU Action Alert

NAICU is asking for assistance in advocating for student aid programs and protecting against cuts
to research funding. Congress will be working to finalize the FY 2026 appropriations before the
current continuing resolution expires on January 30. Click the link for the full Action Alert and
information.

Collegium: The Annual Colloquy 2026

Collegium’s signature event is the annual week-long colloquy, which will be held at University of
Portland from June 5-12, 2026. Collegium colloquy participants should complete the online
registration no later than March 15. More information can be found here.
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