
Colleagues:

Thank you for your strong presence at last weekend’s Annual Meeting — and for your kind words
about the quality of the program. To borrow a metaphor from Pope Leo, it took a “constellation” of
colleagues, with different strengths, to achieve what we achieved, and I am deeply grateful for each
and every contribution.

Please give the ACCU staff a few days to unpack, debrief, and reorganize, after which we will post
session materials from the Annual Meeting. In the meantime, as promised, I am attaching two
documents, Cardinal McElroy’s homily and the Call for Essays (about partnerships and mergers),
mentioned at the Presidents Only Meeting. I know that I speak for the ACCU board, the planning
task force, and the staff when I say that we hope that the 2026 Annual Meeting boosted your spirits,
strengthened your convictions, and helped you to see new opportunities — through the lens of
mission.

And now a new cycle begins. At its meeting on January 31st, the ACCU board approved the
allocation of reserves to support a redesign of the ACCU website. That will be a major project for
the staff over the next six months. Stay tuned for details. Also discussed at that meeting, and
approved as a bylaws revision at the Presidents Only Meeting, was a reorientation of board
priorities from operational oversight to strategy. We need to grow into this new space, but it means
a sharper focus on governance, formation, and financial strategy.

Let me congratulate those colleagues elected to ACCU leadership for 2026-2028:
Chair, Amy Novak, St. Ambrose University / Mount Mercy University
Vice Chair, Tom Evans, University of the Incarnate Word
Secretary, Fr. Jim Greenfield, OSFS, DeSales University
Treasurer & Financial Strategy Committee Chair, Anne Prisco, Holy Family University
Governance & Nominations Committee Chair, Rob Vischer, University of St. Thomas (MN)
Membership & Formation Committee Chair, Laurie Joyner, St. Norbert College
Annual Meeting Task Force Chair, Rob Kelly, University of Portland

There are also some leadership comings and goings. We welcome three new members to the ACCU
board of directors: Salvador Aceves, University of San Francisco; Sr. Paula Marie Buley, IHM,
Rivier University; and Fr. Dan Hendrickson, SJ, Creighton University. At the same time, we say
goodbye to three experienced directors: Mark Reed, Loyola University Chicago; Sr. Diane Steele,
SCL, University of Saint Mary; and Julie Sullivan, Santa Clara University. My thanks to all for
your participation.

Speaking of participation, let me once again focus your attention on two summer 2026 formation
programs, the Rome Seminar, June 1-5, and Discerning the Presidency, hosted by Villanova
University, June 22-24. Join us and/or nominate a future president. These are the formation
program that strengthen Catholic sector leadership.

Again, my thanks to all those who were able to attend the 2026 Annual Meeting. As you know, the
theme of our meeting was Through the Lens of Mission. So, let me close with a quote and a
challenge from Cardinal McElroy – “This mission of Catholic colleges and universities requires
placing the order of grace at the heart of college life. It means being unapologetic about Catholic
social teaching, no matter whom it alienates.”

Donna M. Carroll
ACCU President
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ACCU Programming

Rome Seminar
​A Dynamic Encounter between Catholic Higher Ed and the Curia
June 1 - 5, 2026
The Rome Seminar offers presidents at ACCU member institutions a firsthand opportunity to
explore the intellectual and spiritual legacy of the Catholic Church in order to strengthen and
promote the mission of Catholic higher education. Included are in-depth conversations with key
representatives within the Holy See and Rome's pontifical universities. Contact Mary Starnes
at mstarnes@accunet.org with questions or to express interest.

Discerning the Presidency
June 22 -24, 2026
Nominations now open
Discerning the Presidency is a two-day conference for senior executives who are seriously
considering and/or actively pursuing the presidency and are and ready to assume leadership within
the next 3 - 5 years. Attendance is by nomination only and must be submitted by March 1, 2026. In
your one-page nomination letter, be sure to specifically include rationale for why the candidate
possesses the ability and inclination to rise to a presidency. The nomination form may be found
here.

ACCU Presidential Opinions

Governing Closure: The Board’s Role at the End
Fr. Dennis Holtschneider and Nancy Blattner write in AGB's Trusteeship Magazine that closing an
institution is never an easy decision, but if must be done, boards of trustees can play an integral role
in meeting the needs of all stakeholders: faculty, staff , students, and the larger community.

Graduates of Catholic colleges must develop qualities that A.I. can never provide
Beth Ross writes in America The Jesuit Review on January 15, 2026.

ACCU Partner Upcoming Events/News

Rule of Law and the Common Good: An Emerging Synergy between Legal
Theory and Catholic Social Thought
Boston College
March 12-13, 2026
Legal scholars and CST experts will be in constant conversation about threats to and necessary
protections for the rule of law.

NetVUE Conference
March 19–21, 2026 Kansas City, MO
Vocation: An Itinerary of Hope for Higher Education

Collegium: The Annual Colloquy 2026
June 5-12, 2026
Collegium’s signature event is the annual week-long colloquy, which will be held at University of
Portland. Collegium colloquy participants should complete the online registration no later
than March 15.

Institute for Administrators in Catholic Higher Education (IACHE)
July 13-16, 2026
The Institute hosts a four-day seminar providing an opportunity for administrators and leaders at
Catholic colleges and universities around the globe to interact with scholars and practitioners
addressing issues faced by Catholic higher education.
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