
Colleagues:

In this season of Thanksgiving, let me begin with gratitude for the active participation of so many
in the work of the association. ACCU convenes; you engage; and we accomplish more together.  In
particular, my thanks to Tom Southard, Executive Director, Christian Brothers Conference, for
hosting the first ever ACCU Charism Cabinet Retreat.   Thanks, too, to President Sandy Cassady
for welcoming us to Rockhurst University for our December strategy summit. And we look forward
to Villanova’s hospitality for the 2026 Discerning the Presidency Seminar.  Thank you, Fr. Peter.

Right now, Annual Meeting numbers are the highest that they have been in five years — and we
hope to build upon that momentum.  Regular registration ends on December 15th. So, avoid late
fees by letting us know now that you are attending.

As part of the Annual Meeting schedule, I am delighted to host two special gatherings, a reception
in celebration of the 30th anniversary of Study USA and a “reunion” luncheon for Presidents
(diversity) Institute participants.  Let me congratulate those members of the Institute’s 3rd cohort
who received grants from Interfaith America (IA): Ursuline College, University of St. Thomas,
Universidad del Sagrado Corazon, Saint Norbert College, Mount St. Joseph University, College of
Saint Mary, Carlow University, and Bellarmine University. ACCU is grateful for its continuing
partnership with IA.

In that vein, let me refer you to two other interfaith/ecumenical opportunities that may be of interest
to your students and staff.  The Elie Wiesel Ethic Prize is a juried essay (scholarship) context for
undergraduates.  See details below. Also, a click away is application information for the inaugural
cohort for the Lilly Network Leadership Institute, an effort to advance the mission of church-
relations higher education.  I am involved with both, so let me know if I can be helpful.

I know that this has been a challenging fall semester for so many of our institutions, and a
perplexing one for presidents having to navigate so much uncertainty.  Recently, Pope Leo shared
three foci for Catholic education that I find to be grounding and hopeful — cultivate an inner life,
generate a human-centered digital world, and build peace.

Wishing you peace and joy this Christmas season.

﻿Sincerely,

Donna M. Carroll
ACCU President

ACCU Programming

ACCU Breakfast at CIC President's Institute
January 6, 2026
7:00 am - 8:30 am
If you are attending the CIC President's Institute in Orlando, FL in early January, please plan to join
Donna for breakfast and conversation on Wednesday morning of the Institute. RSVP to Donna's
Assistant, Matt Harkness, at mharkness@accunet.org.

ACCU Annual Meeting
Through the Lens of Mission
January 31 - February 2, 2026
Regular registration rates end on December 15, 2025.

https://thelillynetwork.org/leadership-institute
mailto:mharkness@accunet.org
https://www.accunet.org/2026annualmeeting.html
https://www.accunet.org/2026annualmeeting.html


Rome Seminar
​A Dynamic Encounter between Catholic Higher Ed and the Curia
June 1 - 5, 2026
The Rome Seminar offers presidents at ACCU member institutions a firsthand opportunity to
explore the intellectual and spiritual legacy of the Catholic Church in order to strengthen and
promote the mission of Catholic higher education. Included are in-depth conversations with key
representatives within the Holy See and Rome's pontifical universities. Contact Mary Starnes
at mstarnes@accunet.org with questions or fill out the interest form on the ACCU website.

Discerning the Presidency
June 22 -24, 2026
Nominations now open
Discerning the Presidency is a two-day conference for senior executives who are seriously
considering and/or actively pursuing the presidency and are and ready to assume leadership within
the next 3 - 5 years. Attendance is by nomination only and must be submitted by March 1, 2026. In
your one-page nomination letter, be sure to specifically include rationale for why the candidate
possesses the ability and inclination to rise to a presidency. The nomination form may be found
here.

ACCU Presidential Opinions

Higher ed's answer to Philadelphia's lost jobs
Anne Prisco, President, Holy Family University, shares her opinion with Philadelphia's The Citizen
on November 18.

Lift Your Gaze
Saturdays at Seven, Season Three, Episode Eight
Robert K. Vischer, President of the University of St. Thomas, explores how encouraging and
resourcing his colleagues to live in a larger story became one of the commitments defining his
service.

ACCU Partner Upcoming Events

Elie Wiesel Ethic Prize
Essay Theme: Silence, Conscience, and Responsibility. For more information on this award, please
visit the Elie Wiesel Prize in Ethics website. The deadline is Tuesday, January 20th, 2026 at 5:00
pm PST.

Catholicism and Dialogue Course
Assumption University, CA
The course explores the Church's work on building bridges with Indigenous communities, Judaism,
Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and more. It also explores the relationship with various Christian
branches in the spirit of dialogue. It will be offered online and synchronously on Thursdays from 6-
8:50 via Zoom (once per week). The course is a part of the Graduate Diploma in Catholic Studies .
 
There are no international fees or application fees at Assumption University. 
Please apply to Assumption University as soon as possible at 
https://assumptionu.ca/application_form/
There are also five scholarships available at 
https://assumptionu.ca/scholarships/
The scholarship deadline is November 28, 2025 at 12:00 Noon (Eastern Time).
 
If you have any questions about the course, please email registrar@assumptionu.ca. 
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