
Colleagues:
 
Last week’s IFCU General Assembly refreshed my understanding of Catholic higher education
globally, reminding me of the rich diversity of our institutions — and (alas!) the leadership
constraints of not being able to speak multiple languages. In his opening address Archbishop
Gallagher encouraged the gathering to avoid cynicism and focus on diplomacy, which resonates
with our current circumstances in the U.S., at least for me. It was interesting to hear how colleague
institutions are advancing Pope Francis’ Global Compact on Education, and, of course, to witness
the enthusiasm for Pope Leo’s leadership.

We are planning a session at the 2026 ACCU Annual Meeting on the meaning of an American Pope
for U.S. Catholic higher education. Save the dates, January 31st - February 2nd, in Washington,
DC. We also have confirmed a plenary panel with the CEOs of Catholic Charities, Catholic Relief
Services, and the Catholic Health Association on “Leading with Wisdom and Mercy in Disruptive
Times.”  As you know, our theme for the Annual Meeting is “Through the Lens of Mission.”

Speaking of mission, ACCU’s inaugural Mission Officers’ Rome Seminar, coinciding with Jubilee
2025, was an enormous success (see picture below). Participants were introduced to the inner
workings of the Dicastery of Cultural and Education, while enjoying all the history and beauty of
Rome. Let me recognize CHEMON leadership for envisioning this seminar and Nadine Jalandoni
and Mary Starnes from ACCU for their hands-on implementation. We are deeply grateful to the
Porticus Foundation for substantially subsidizing the adventure.

I want to mention two collaborative initiatives in the works with AGB and CIC, respectively. In the
last year several institutions have asked for Presidential Evaluation resources specifically tailored to
Catholic universities, something more than just adding a mission question onto the end of an
assessment tool. We are on it! Also, this winter, once again, with CIC/Lilly Endowment support, we
are hoping to offer a second ACCU Summit, on the case for Catholic higher education.

One final note, effective July 1st, former USF President Arvid Johnson joined ACCU as our second
Senior Associate to implement the Financial Monitoring Tool Initiative. We are delighted to partner
with NECHE on this project, which will provide new presidents and other interested institutions
with a deep dive into their finances (revenue, cash flow, liquidity and assets) and a dashboard for
cabinet/board/sponsor oversight.

In closing, as President Emerita of Dominican University, let me grab the moment to say — Happy
St. Dominic’s Day.

Sincerely,

Donna M. Carroll
ACCU President



ACCU Programming

Institute for New Presidents
All 1st and 2nd year new and interim presidents, please plan to attend the 2026 ACCU Institute for
New Presidents. The full day conference will be on Friday,
January 30, 2026.
Speaking about Mission (The first of six virtual sessions)
Friday, September 12, 3:30 – 4:30 pm ET
As president, you speak about your institution’s charism and Catholic nature as you engage your
communities, address controverted topics on campus, and, of course, as you give your inauguration
speeches. Learn about suggested ways in which you can effectively speak of your institution’s
Catholic mission and congregational tradition. Attendees will be invited to ask questions and raise
topics for conversation.
Speakers:  
Ann McElaney-Johnson, President, Mount Saint Mary's University
Rob Vischer, President, University of St. Thomas
Moderator:  Donna Carroll, President, ACCU
Registration will be open September 2. 
www.accunet.org/inp

ACCU Update Fall Newsletter
Look for the latest edition of the ACCU Update newsletter in mid-September.

Aspiring Presidents
Friday, October 17, 2025
﻿1:00 – 3:00 p.m. ET
Speakers:
Katie Conboy, President, Saint Mary's College (IN)
Rob Kelly, President, University of Portland (OR)
Moderator:  Donna Carroll, President, ACCU
Who on your campus has the aspiration and disposition for a future presidency in Catholic higher
education? This virtual program is open to all senior leaders who are considering a Catholic higher
education presidency. Whether they have a planned trajectory toward a presidency, or are still
navigating a path, this program will offer aspiring presidents additional insights to continue their
discernment.   
Register today!

ACCU Annual Meeting

Save the date - January 31st - February 2nd at the
Grand Hyatt in Washington, DC.

Registration opening soon!

ACCU Presidential Opinions

http://www.accunet.org/inp
http://www.accunet.org/inp
http://www.accunet.org/inp
https://members.accunet.org/atlas/events/2025-aspiring-presidents-4084/details


In the Service of Truth
Saturdays at Seven – Season Two, Episode Forty-Five
Todd Ream talks with Monsignor James P. Shea, President of the University of Mary.

Who Will Champion DEI?
By Patricia McGuire in Diverse Issues in Higher Education from July 23, 2025.

ACCU Partner Upcoming Events

Pilgrimages of Hope for Creation
ACCU is proud to join other Catholic organizations across the United States coming together to
launch Pilgrimages of Hope for Creation, a nationwide movement to encourage individuals and
communities to embark on pilgrimages during the 2025 Jubilee Year, focusing on the sacred
relationship between humanity and creation. The initiative invites Catholics to rediscover the
beauty of God’s creation through prayer, reflection, and action. We invite you to host and/or join a
Pilgrimage of Hope for Creation during the Season of Creation—September 1-October 4. For more
information, please go to https://catholicpilgrimsofhope.org/.

IFCU International Research Group 2025 International Conference
Migrations, Conflict, Women and Youth
October 22 - 24, 2025 
Organized by the Research Group of the International Federation of Catholic Universities,
the Pontifical Catholic University of Peru (PUCP) is hosting an International Congress entitled
“Migrations, Conflict, Women and Youth.” For further details or to express interest, please
contact: acastro@pucp.pe.
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