
April 2026

Colleagues:

Happy Easter! Politics notwithstanding, the cherry blossoms are in full bloom this week, reminding
us that spring is full of new possibilities. ACCU wishes you a restful, prayerful Triduum, in
preparation for an always busy April.

April is a planning month at ACCU, as the board of directors begins a new leadership cycle,
chaired by St. Ambrose University President Amy Novak. Rob Kelly, President of the University of
Portland, is chairing the Annual Meeting Task Force which also just set its spring/summer meeting
dates. Archbishop Carlo Maria Polvani, Secretary of the Vatican Dicastery of Culture and
Education already has accepted ACCU’s invitation to join us for our 2027 gathering.

Speaking of Rome, 21 presidents will be attending ACCU’s Rome Seminar, June 1-5, anchored by
a papal audience on Wednesday. We have redesigned the program a bit this year to focus on current
issues — AI ethics, immigration, and sustainability, to name three, with a visit to Castel Gandolfo,
the Pope’s summer residence, for discussion with Cardinal Baggio (Integral Human Development)
about the Vatican’s ecological project, Borgo Laudato Si’.

Hesburgh Award winner and former colleague President Andrea Lee is once again coordinating the
Discerning the Presidency Seminar, June 22-24 at Villanova. We have a “full house” after a hefty
recruitment effort. My gratitude to those of you who nominated participants. And, special thanks to
Fr. Peter Donohue for hosting the seminar.

Let me make a special appeal to those of you involved in new ventures and partnerships to consider
writing a piece for ACCU’s proposed monograph. Here is another copy of the Call for Essays. The
purpose of this monograph is to share self-study processes, lessons learned, tools for determining
effective collaborations, etc., as a resource for colleague presidents who are considering strategic
alliances.

Our 2026 new presidents cohort is emerging. Join me in welcoming those appointed to
date: Ronald Brandon, Christian Brothers University; Fr. Jack Butler, SJ, Boston College; Robin
Cautin, Regis College; David Dausey, Duquesne University; Ann Marie Fallon, University of Saint
Mary; Jennifer Glowienka, Carroll College; Brenda Kelly, College of St. Scholastica; Michael
Lewis, Saint Anselm College; Eduardo Penalver, Georgetown University (moving from Seattle
University); John Roskam, Campion College (Australia); Christopher Sindt, Lewis
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University; Carolyn Noll Sorg, John Carroll University; and, Shawna Cooper Whitehead, Regis
University.

﻿I also want to welcome Michele Murray, currently Senior Vice President for Student Development
and Mission at the College of Holy Cross to her new role as President of AJCU, effective June
2026.

It has been a challenging year for ACCU’s senior diversity officers, as we all know. I am including
a picture of the group that gathered at the National Association of Diversity Officers in Higher
Education (NADOHE) conference to share experiences and strategies. Congratulations to Saint
Mary's College (Regina Hill), 2026 NADOHE Institutional Excellence Award winner. 

Again — Happy Easter.

Sincerely,

Donna M. Carroll
President

ACCU Presidential Opinions

Let Mission Be the Fount
Dan Myers, President of Misericordia University, discusses the importance of mission in Catholic
higher education, emphasizing that institutional mission should serve as the foundation for
decision-making and guide the work of the university.

Faith, Democracy, and the Common Good
Vincent Rougeau, President, College of the Holy Cross, and Robert K. Vischer, President,
University of St. Thomas, join Cathleen Kaveny, Professor at Boston College, and Cardinal Robert
W. McElroy, Archbishop of Washington, in a conversation hosted by Georgetown University’s
Initiative on Catholic Social Thought and Public Life on strengthening democracy, with a focus on
human dignity and the common good.

“Discussion and Common Discernment” (Saturdays at Seven, Season 3, Episode 27)
Katia Passerini, President of Gonzaga University, joins Todd C. Ream to discuss the role of
Catholic higher education in an era of advancing technology, online learning, AI, and the
importance of formation, mission, and discernment in serving the Church and society.
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Reminding the Public that College Matters
Trusteeship Magazine recognizes Manor College President Jonathan Peri as the 2026 Best Opinion
Piece Award Winner. In his January/February 2025 Trusteeship article, Peri argues that higher
education leaders should address the public narrative that college is not worth the cost, emphasizing
the strong economic value of a college degree and calling on presidents to more directly engage
policymakers, the media, and the public.

ACCU Programming

*Call for Nominations: 2028 ACCU Awards*
We invite you to nominate individuals who have made a lasting and meaningful contribution to
Catholic higher education through years of dedicated service and leadership. These awards
recognize those whose work has strengthened our institutions and advanced our shared mission.
Please submit nominations here.

*ACCU Website Image Submission*
ACCU is inviting members to share campus imagery, including photos of students, faculty, staff,
and campus life that best represent the Catholic identity of their institutions for potential inclusion
on the new site. Images may be submitted here.

ACCU Partner Events/News

Come to Believe Foundation Annual Convening
April 14–15, 2026
Dougherty Family College of the University of St. Thomas
The Come to Believe Foundation will host its second annual convening at Dougherty Family
College of the University of St. Thomas, bringing together leaders from mission-aligned two-year
colleges within four-year universities to share best practices, strengthen collaboration, and reflect
on their collective progress.

Call for Applications: 2026 -2027 Fellows, Initiative on Catholic Social Thought
and Public Life
Georgetown University
Georgetown University’s Initiative on Catholic Social Thought and Public Life is inviting
applications from early- to mid-career professionals seeking to deepen their engagement with
Catholic social teaching in public life through a year-long fellowship that includes formation,
dialogue, and public engagement. Applications are due by April 24, 2026.

Collegium Annual Colloquy
June 5 - 12, 2026
University of Portland
Collegium will host its annual week-long colloquy at the University of Portland, bringing together
faculty from Catholic colleges and universities for a program of reflection, dialogue, and formation
focused on vocation, the Catholic intellectual tradition, and the mission of their home institutions. 

ASACCU 2026 Annual Conference
June 23–26, 2026
Saint Louis University
The Association of Student Affairs at Catholic Colleges and Universities will host its 2026 Annual
Conference at Saint Louis University, bringing together student affairs professionals from across
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the country for a gathering centered on mission, community, and the holistic development of
students in Catholic higher education.

Institute for Administrators in Catholic Higher Education (IACHE)
July 13-16, 2026
The Connors Center
Boston College will host the Institute for Administrators in Catholic Higher Education, a four-day
seminar that brings together leaders from Catholic colleges and universities around the world to
engage with scholars and practitioners on key questions related to mission, leadership, and the
future of Catholic higher education. 
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