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NAMED AWARDS OF 

THE ASSOCIATION OF CATHOLIC COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 
 
Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh, CSC Award 
 
The Hesburgh Award is the oldest of ACCU’s honors, having been awarded every year since 1982 with the 
exception of 2005. Criteria for selection are as follows: 
 

• Has made outstanding contributions to Catholic higher education 
• Has rendered extended service to Catholic higher education 
• Normally has been employed at a Catholic college or university but is not currently serving as a 

president (unless retirement is anticipated within the current academic year) 
• Has contributed to Catholic higher education beyond service rendered to a particular institution 

 
Past honorees: 
 
1982 Theodore M. Hesburgh, CSC, President, University of Notre Dame, IN 
 
1983  Ann Ida Gannon, BVM, Professor of Philosophy, Mundelein College, IL 
 
1984 Msgr. John Tracy Ellis, The Catholic University of America, Washington, DC 
 
1985  Paul C. Reinert, SJ, Chancellor, Saint Louis University, MO 
 
1986 Maura Eichner, SSND, Professor of English, College of Notre Dame of Maryland 

 
1987 Laurence McGinley, SJ, President Emeritus, Fordham University, NY 

 
1988 Gregory Nugent, FSC, Assistant to the President and Secretary to the Board of Trustees, 

The Catholic University of America, Washington, DC 
 
1989 Sally Furay, RSCJ, Vice President and Provost, University of San Diego, CA 

 
1990 Timothy S. Healy, SJ, President, New York Public Library, NY 
 
1991  Walter J. Ong, SJ, Professor of English, Saint Louis University 
 
1992  David J. O’Brien, Professor of History, College of the Holy Cross, MA 
 
1993 Alice Gallin, OSU, Visiting Research Scholar, The Catholic University of America, Former 

Executive Director of the Association of Catholic Colleges and Universities 
 
1994 Monika K. Hellwig, Landegger Distinguished University Professor of Theology, 

Georgetown University, Washington, DC 
 
1995 Raymond C. Baumhart, SJ, Former President, Loyola University of Chicago 
 
1996 Jeanne Knoerle, SP, Program Officer/Religion, The Lilly Endowment Inc., IN 
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1997 Philip Gleason, Professor of History, University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN 
 
1998 Dorothy Ann Kelly, OSU, former President, College of New Rochelle, NY 
 
1999 William J. Byron, SJ, Distinguished Professor of Management, Director of Center for 

Advanced Study of Ethics, rector of Georgetown University Jesuit Community; former 
president of The Catholic University of America, Washington, DC, and University of 
Scranton, PA 

 
2000 Colette Mahoney, RSHM, former president, trustee, administrator and faculty member at 

three Marymount Colleges in New York and Virginia 
 
2001 Terrence Toland, SJ, Project Director, Ex Corde Ecclesiae Implementation Committee, 

National Conference of Catholic Bishops, 1994-1999; President, St. Joseph’s University, PA, 
1968-1976; Province Assistant for Higher Education, Baltimore, MD, 1981-1989 

 
2002 J. Donald Monan, SJ, Chancellor, Boston College, MA 
 
2003 Author E. Hughes, in 1971, first lay president of a doctoral-level U.S. Catholic university 

(University of San Diego) 
 
2004 Joseph A. O’Hare, SJ, President Emeritus, Fordham University 
 
2005  (no recipient) 
 
2006  Edward A. Molloy, CSC, President Emeritus, University of Notre Dame 
 
2007  Maureen A. Fay, OP, President Emerita, University of Detroit Mercy 
 
2008  Alice B. Hayes, President Emerita, University of San Diego 
 
2009  Jeanne O’Laughlin, OP, President Emerita, Barry University 
 
2010 Charles L. Currie, SJ, President, Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities; President 

Emeritus of Wheeling Jesuit University and Xavier University  
 
2011 James L. Heft, SM, President, Institute for Advanced Catholic Studies; Alton Brooks 

Professor of Religion, University of Southern California 
 

2012  Sister Joel Read, SSSF, President Emerita, Alverno College 
 
2013 Peter Tannock, Retired Vice Chancellor, The University of Notre Dame Australia 
 
2014  Jacqueline Powers Doud, President Emerita, Mount Saint Mary’s College 
 
2015  Brother Ray Fitz, SM, President Emeritus, University of Dayton 
2016 Br. Thomas Scanlan, FSC, Former President, Manhattan College & Bethlehem University 
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2017 Fr. Michael Sheeran, SJ, Former President, Regis University; and President, Association of 
Jesuit Colleges and Universities 

 
2018 Fr. Dennis Dease, President Emeritus, University of Saint Thomas (MN) 
 
2019 Jonathan DeFelice, OSB, President Emeritus, Saint Anselm College 
 
2020 Mary Lyons, President Emerita, University of San Diego 
 
2021  Br. James Gaffney, FSC, President Emeritus, Lewis University 
 
2022  Donna Carroll, President Emerita, Dominican University  
 
2023  Rev. Michael Garanzini, SJ, President Emeritus & Chancellor, Loyola University Chicago; 

and President, Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities  
 
2024   Rev. Joseph McShane, SJ, President Emeritus, Fordham University  
 
2025  Sister Andrea Lee, IHM, Chaplain to the Staff at University of Notre Dame; Associate 

Director & Mission Animator, Mercy Conference for Higher Education; Former Vice 
President for Academic Affairs (Interim), St. Norbert College; Senior Executive for Mission 
& Sponsorship, ACCU; Former President, Alverno College, Former Chair of ACCU Board 
of Directors, and Former President, St. Catherine University.  

 
2026 Rev. Dennis H. Holtschneider, CM, EdD, President Emeritus, Association of Catholic Colleges and 

Universities; President Emeritus, DePaul University   
 
Monika K. Hellwig Award 
 
The Monika K. Hellwig Award for Outstanding Contributions to Catholic Intellectual Life is a relatively 
new award. There are no specified criteria for the Monika K. Hellwig Award other than that a recipient “be 
an individual who has significantly advanced Catholic intellectual life” and not be a recipient of the 
Theodore M. Hesburgh CSC Award.  
 
Past honorees: 
 
2006  Elizabeth Johnson, CSJ, Distinguished Professor of Theology at Fordham University 
 
2007 John Haughey, SJ, Director of the Project on Catholic Higher Education at the Woodstock 

Theological Center at Georgetown University 
 
2008 Daniel Finn, Professor of Theology and William E. & Virginia Clemens Professor of 

Economics and Liberal Arts at Saint John’s University, MN 
 
2011  Amata Miller, IHM, Director, Myser Initiative on Catholic Identity; Professor of 

Economics, St. Catherine University 
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2012 Rev. J. Bryan Hehir, Parker Gilbert Montgomery Professor of the Practice in Religion and 
Public Life, Harvard Kennedy School; and Secretary of Health and Social Services, 
Archdiocese of Boston 

 
2013  Sandra Schneiders, IHM, Professor Emerita, Santa Clara University 
 
2014  Rev. John O’Malley, SJ, University Professor, Georgetown University 
 
2015 Michael Naughton, Professor (joint appt: Ethics and Business Law; Catholic Studies); 

Director, John A. Ryan Institute for Catholic Social Thought, and Alan W. Moss Endowed 
Chair in Catholic Social Thought, University of Saint Thomas (MN) 

 
2016 Dr. Charles E. Zech, Professor of Economics & Director, Center for Church Management 

and Business Ethics, Villanova University 
 
2017 Sr. Margaret Carney, OSF, S.T.D., President Emeritus, Saint Bonaventure University 
 
2018 John Cavadini, Professor of Theology; Director, McGrath Institute for Church Life, 

University of Notre Dame 
 
2019 Sr. Angela Ann Zukowski, MHSH, D.Min., Director of the Institute for Pastoral Initiatives 

and Professor of Religious Studies, University of Dayton 
 
2020 Paul Lakeland, President, Catholic Theological Society of America; Aloysius P. Kelley S.J. 

Professor of Catholic Studies Director, Center for Catholic Studies, Fairfield University 
 
2021 M. Sean Copeland, PhD, Professor Emerita, Department of Theology, Morrissey College of 

Arts & Sciences at Boston College 
 
2022  Sr. Margaret Farley, RSM, PhD, Gilbert L. Stark Professor Emerita of Christian Ethics at 

Yale University Divinity School  
 
2023  Sr. Mary Prudence Allen, RSM, PhD, Author & Former professor and department chair at 

St. John Vianney Seminary  
 
2024  Kathleen A. Mahoney, Former Senior Program Office, Children in Families, GHR 

Foundation; Founder of IACHE  
 
2025  Peter C. Phan, STD, PhD, DDiv., Former Theology Professor and Ellacuria Chair of 

Catholic Social Thought, Georgetown University  
 
2026  Lisa Sowle Cahill, PhD, J. Donald Monan, S.J., Professor of Theology, Boston College 
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Presidents’ Distinguished Service Award 
 
Criteria for the Presidents’ Distinguished Service Award are: 

• Personal service of exceptional quality to Catholic higher education 
• Significant promotion of Catholic higher education through public advocacy 
• Advancement of Catholic higher education through philanthropy or voluntary development 

activities 
 

Past honorees: 
 
1994  The Most Rev. James W. Malone, Bishop of Youngstown, OH 
 
1997  The Most Rev. John J. Liebrecht, Bishop of Springfield-Cape Girardeau, MO 
 
2000  Kathleen L. McCarthy, Director of the Leavy Foundation 
 
2003  Richard W. Kimball, Pew Charitable Trust and Teagle Foundation 
 
2007  Craig W. Dykstra, Senior Vice President, Lilly Endowment 
 
2012 Margaret O’Brien Steinfels and Peter Steinfels, Co-directors of the Fordham University 

Center for the Study of Religion & Culture 
 
2013 The. Most Rev. Walter Edyvean, Titular Bishop of Aeliae; Auxiliary Bishop of Boston; Vicar 

General Regional Bishop - West Region 
 
2014 Sr. Mary Peter Traviss, OP, Director Emerita and Associate Professor of Education Emerita, 

Institute for Catholic Educational Leadership, University of San Francisco 
 
2015 Sandra Estanek, Professor of Graduate Education and Leadership and Director of the 

master’s program in College Student Personnel Administration at Canisius College 
 
2016 Carolyn Woo, President/CEO, Catholic Relief Services 
 
2017 Thomas Landy, Director, Collegium 
 
2018 Patricia McGuire, President, Trinity Washington University 
 
2019 I.A. O’Shaughnessy Foundation 
 
2020  B.J. Cassin, Founder, Cassin Educational Initiative Foundation 
 
2021  Denise Doyle, PhD, Provost Emerita, University of the Incarnate Word 
 
2022  Michael James, PhD, Director, Institute for Administrators in Catholic Education (IACHE), 

Boston College  
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2023  Sr. Sharon Holland, IHM, Member of the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
currently serving as a Canonical Consultant to Religious  

 
2024   Mark Gunty, PhD, Undergraduate Analytics Program Director, University of Notre Dame  
 
2025  Edward J. Mahoney, PhD, Associate Editor, Journal of Catholic Higher Education from 

2012 to present, & Emeritus Professor of Religious Studies and Former Director of the 
Graduate Theology and Pastoral Ministry program, Saint Michael’s College of Vermont 

 
2026  Tom Flynn, Ph.D., Senior Associate, ACCU Consultancy Service; 2019 Senior Fellow,  

ACCU; President Emeritus, Alvernia University 
 


