
August 6, 2026

Colleagues:

This month let me highlight two of the many privileges of serving as President of ACCU —
the responsibility for mentoring aspiring university leaders and the opportunity to
represent the association internationally.  Both constantly refresh my perspective on the
work of Catholic higher education and help me to help you make essential connections.  The
July 2026 IACHE cohort, pictured below, is one hopeful measure of the emerging talent
within our Catholic family.  I just returned from a “working vacation” with IFCU colleagues
from the US, Croatia, France, Portugal, and Lebanon, planning the next IFCU/ACCU
women’s conference in Rome and Florence.

As I mentioned in a previous message, the ACCU board of directors identified four priorities
for the year ahead, including a strong focus on capacity building through collaboration. You
will hear more about new inter-institutional efforts at the 2027 Annual Meeting.  Right
now, let me mention four upcoming ACCU joint ventures:

November 19—20, ACCU AI Summit, co-sponsored by the Georgetown
Initiative on Catholic Social Thought and Public Life, Washington, DC

December 6—10, IFCU Women’s Conference, hosted by Gonzaga University
Florence, co-sponsored by ACCU, Rome

March 2, 2027, ACE Faith-Based College and University Convening,

https://www.wcu.academy/en/agenda/rehumanizing-the-future-in-the-age-of-ai-57
https://www.wcu.academy/en/agenda/rehumanizing-the-future-in-the-age-of-ai-57


Washington, DC

June 16—18, 2027, Institute on Pluralism and the Catholic University,
co-sponsored by Interfaith America, Chicago

Two of the four programs are subsidized financially.  All are worthy of your consideration.

Of course, right now, planning for 2027 Annual Meeting is in high gear.  The task force will
finalize program details at its August 17 meeting.  You already know our theme, Unified by
Hope. Session topics include AI and Magnifica Humanitas, Sponsorship, CHE and the
Growth in Health Sciences, the Future of Theology and Philosophy, Trends in Catholic
Philanthropy, the Religious Practices of Gen Z — and more.  This year we have embedded a
women’s leadership conference track into the meeting to build the pipeline.  And please,
keep in mind two special events — a Reception with Archbishop Gabriele Caccia,
Ambassador to the Holy See, at the Nunciature, Friday, January 29th, 6-8 pm, and the
Lay Centre’s 40th Anniversary Celebration, Sunday evening, the 31st.  Lots of details and
invitations to follow.

As I write, I realize that many of you are already welcoming resident assistants, athletes,
and other student leaders back to campus for the new academic year.  You are also likely
navigating complicated financial constraints, addressing regional demographic pressures,
and just trying to keep up with compounding federal compliance.  The more challenging the
environment, the greater the leadership opportunity, the more students look to Catholic
higher education for moral grounding — and a hopeful demeanor.  Let us know how ACCU
can be helpful.

Enjoy the last moments of summer.  Happy academic new year!

Sincerely,

Donna M. Carroll



ACCU Presidential Opinions  

The Plexuss Presidential Podcast 
James P. Lentini, President of Molloy University, joins The Plexuss Presidential Podcast to discuss

leadership in Catholic higher education, institutional mission, and the changing landscape of

higher education.

St. Ambrose, Mount Mercy President Dr. Amy Novak Meets Pope Leo
Amy C. Novak, President of St. Ambrose University and Mount Mercy University, reflects on 

meeting Pope Leo XIV and his encouragement for Catholic higher education to serve students, the 

Church, and the common good.

OPINION: Human Intelligence and Higher Education in the AI Era
Jeffrey Senese, President of Caldwell University, reflects on the role of higher education in

preparing students to engage artificial intelligence with wisdom and ethical judgment.

Can Pope Leo Disarm AI? 
Tania Tetlow, President of Fordham University, discusses Pope Leo XIV's Magnifica Humanitas

and the importance of keeping human dignity at the center of artificial intelligence.

ACCU Programing

https://open.spotify.com/episode/3Oto4C9q4Y8ius5NtlpYF6?si=5bcebfdcc38f4bb3&nd=1&dlsi=0ed6d928750d41c0
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Save the Date: 2027 Annual Meeting 
January 30 - February 1, 2027
Grand Hyatt Washington | Washington DC
Join ACCU presidents and senior leaders in Washington, DC, for the 2027 ACCU Annual Meeting,

featuring opportunities for dialogue, collaboration, and fellowship within Catholic higher

education. Registration opens August 26.

Institute for New Presidents Virtual Sessions 
ACCU’s Institute for New Presidents offers virtual sessions throughout the academic year to

support new presidents through conversation, mentorship, and shared reflection on Catholic

higher education. The first virtual session will be on Friday, September 25. View the full

schedule and register here.

ACCU Partner Events/News

Community Engaged Scholar-Practitioner Network (CESPN) 
2026 Annual Gathering
October 8-9, 2026
Loyola University New Orleans | New Orleans, Louisiana
The CESPN 2026 Annual Gathering brings together community-engaged scholars, practitioners,

and researchers from ACCU member institutions for professional development, collaboration, and

discussion on service-learning and community engagement.

ACE Experience 2027 (ACEx2027)
March 2-7, 2027
Marriott Marquis Washington, DC | Washington, D.C.
The ACE Experience 2027 brings together higher education leaders from across the country for a

week of dialogue, learning, and collaboration focused on the future of higher education.
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