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President's Message

from our ACCU President

Thank You
By Rev. Dennis Holtschneider, CM

Auden’s penultimate poem, “A Thanksgiving,” is a series of stanzas grateful for the
authors he met at life’s confounding moments: Hardy, Frost, Brecht, Chatles
Williams, C.S. Lewis, Goethe and more. The list is of his time and upbringing, to be

sure, but it’s the gratitude I recognize.

This is my final column for ACCU as its president. I’'m thankful to all of you for being such excellent
colleagues in the academic life. I'm equally grateful for all those who came before you, the ones who

inspired and those who mentored. And, like Auden, for those timely authors:

C.S Lewis, to be sure, but also Chicago poet, Lisle Mueller. Karl Rahner’s “Foundations” and his
homilies. Toni Morrison’s “Beloved,” still the best novel I’'ve read. Joseph Nye’s foreign policy.
Bannerlee & Duflo’s economics. The scriptural scholarship of Raymond Brown. Thich Naht
Hanh, Mary Oliver, Dorothy Day, Richard Rohr, and St. Vincent de Paul’s letters (so much
better than his official biographies). My latest discovery this past Lent, John Donne’s Devotions
(How had I missed these until now?) And if my purgatory is to have only one book to read
repeatedly, I do hope it’s “84 Charing Cross Road.”

[Substitute your list here!] ‘ ‘

These and more blessed my life in very specific ways. A I can’t imagine my life without
counselor once called it “my bibliotherapy” with a tone that Catholic universities. It's been an
made me wonder if she was just a tinge jealous that I taken honor to work alongside you...
another lover. But I think Auden had it most right. It’s not

just the books, it’s the readiness. It’s inner searching meeting ,,

ideas that satisty, free, and even empower.

The intellectual life is filled with grace. Some of it is religious, but even the most secular of disciplines is
salvific. It’s a gift of my Catholic education that I’ve been blessed to roam its breadth, a lifetime of a

“continuous liberal arts core.” Hence, my gratitude at this transition moment.

I can’t imagine my life without Catholic universities. It’s been an honor to work alongside you as we steward
this vast treasure house of human reflection and creative activity. It’s been a privilege to usher students into

it and shape the institutions that do the same.

I'll be writing in the two years ahead. Hopefully, I'll leave something on the shelves that will find its own
ready readers. Please know how grateful I’ve been to be entrusted with the leadership of multiple

institutions, teach in even more, and especially to lead your association. These recent years have been the
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continued from page 2
very highlight of my life, thinking about and supporting the

project that we call “Catholic higher education.”

May our Catholic colleges long be places where students are
startled by ideas they never saw coming but instantly
recognized they long needed. May Jesus Christ bless that
search and even be among the discoveries that inform and

enrich their lives. May your work of building a structure

and intention around all that discovery be its own blessing.

Rev. Dennis Holtschneider, CM, recognized for bis service fo
Thank you, my friends. ACCU and its membership at the 2024 Annual Meeting.

@w L enis, ,«’Jaﬂhc.ﬂmuc,&f cng

Rev. Dennis Holtschneider, CM

Rev. Dennis Holtschneider, CM, has served as the ACCU President since July 2019 and will complete service in that role on
June 30, 2024.

Update Feature

ACCU Advising Services: A Response to Support Our Leadership
By Tom Flynn

Rev. Dennis H. Holtschneider, CM, assumed office in July 2019 as the new ACCU president with unusual
executive experience, having served both as president of De Paul University and the chief operating officer of
Ascension, the nation’s largest Catholic healthcare system. He used his initial months in office well, launching
a “listening tour” of members through in-person meetings, phone calls, and an email survey. During these
conversations, there was a strong call from longtime and new presidents alike for the Association to be a
higher-profile resource to help member presidents address the challenges of the contemporary presidency and
the Catholic identity of their schools. Fr. Dennis particularly recalls one of his board members, Sr. Carol Jean
Vale of Chestnut Hill College, speaking passionately about the need for the Association to help its most
vulnerable institutions.

In Summer 2020, Fr. Dennis announced ACCU Advising Services, with me taking the lead as the senior

About Update

Update is the free e-newsletter of the Association of Catholic Colleges and Universities, with

an international distribution to thousands of Catholic higher education leaders. Issues are
published in the winter, spring, and fall. Individuals may receive an automatic electronic
notification of each new issue by visiting the ACCU member portal to subscribe.
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ACCU Advising Services

continued from page 3

associate. His vision has been clear and steadfast. In his

wortds, this is “a member service, not an alternative revenue UTILIZED BY OVER 80
stream,” designed to provide member presidents with CURRENT MEMBER
customized, confidential assistance. Most requests involve pr— FEESIDERTS
ad-hoc, short-term advice and feedback—all provided free 43%| 4 ;f,\.:_,ﬂ_:wg./;.g, ,(,7/757'@ i
of charge as a member benefit. Formal projects are - o
discounted to a modest cost. All this work is shaped by

commitment to the shared mission of Catholic higher education and sensitivity to the diversity of our

schools and, of course, the specifics of each situation.

Opver the past four years, there have been some newer, emerging topics as well as some of ongoing interest.
Almost a dozen presidents have now sought assistance in developing a systemic approach to exploring
strategic partnerships, including potential mergers or other less intense forms of combination. Many have
requested help concerning their relations with their bishop or sponsoring community and with educating
their boards about their responsibilities to “govern for mission.” Others have developed guidelines for
campus speakers and awards and for “academic freedom outside the classroom.” And a number have
appreciated advice concerning professional and personal transitions, either to another institution or to life

beyond the presidency.

Our presidents understandably continue to be focused on strengthening financial viability and institutional
sustainability; building a seamless partnership with the board and one’s executive team; and cultivating an
inclusive campus community open to respectful dialogue. And throughout this time, some have sought
formal executive coaching or a relationship—especially for experienced presidents—with a thought partner.
In addition to contributing his expertise on strategy, Fr. Dennis has responded to numerous requests to give
keynote addresses, especially on the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, or to work intensely with religious

congregations and boards on the complexities of sponsorship.

Most recently, ACCU Advising Services has expanded options for new member presidents, including Zoom
sessions as part of the Institute for New Presidents and the availability of an informal mentor during the first
two years. We have also expanded our capacity to make referrals to outside experts, and we are fortunate

now to have some distinguished emeriti presidents a phone call away!

With service already to about 75% of our member institutions, Fr. Dennis notes that the “rather meteoric
growth” of ACCU Advising Services has included assistance not only to our smaller schools but also to our
largest, best funded universities that “value the quality of advice.” Having enjoyed immensely working with
Fr. Dennis on this valuable part of the ACCU programming, I have good news to share, as we anticipate our
fifth year. Besides now having Donna Carroll also available as a resource for our presidents, Fr. Dennis will

continue to be a valued presence in ACCU Advising Services.

Tom Flynn is the senior associate of ACCU Adypising Services and president emeritus of Alvernia University.
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Update Feature

Why Catholic Higher Education Should Care
The Botched FAFSA Rollout

As students and institutions scramble to navigate the current FAFSA fiasco, Catholic higher educators are
asking: Does the federal government not understand what we do--or recognize the number of high-risk
student that we educate? Does no one see how badly the FAFAS rollout has compromised the prospects of

already vulnerable students and likely damaged the very institutions that serve them?

Catholic colleges and universities stand in solidarity with all people with special concern given to those who
are poor, marginalized, vulnerable, or oppressed in any fashion. Often, this means accompanying students
through the college application and financial aid processes in ways that demonstrate they belong and are
valued on our campuses. The new FAFSA form was meant to help these very students but has fallen short

on its promise.

No one is saying that the U.S. Department of Education intended
harm. A streamlined FAFSA is, in fact, a good thing; however, the
current situation is discouraging. So, what does this mean for
Catholic higher education? As a sector of higher education that
intentionally provides access to college for disadvantaged students,

our institutions and their communities rely on federal financial aid to

provide affordable access to continuing their education. This
magnitude of disruption is being keenly felt on campuses.
Ultimately, it is about the dignity and wellbeing of each human
person. Catholic Social Teaching (CST) recognizes that all people

have a desire to participate in the economy according to their capacities and diverse gifts. Education is
essential for full participation--and for so many students, substantial and timely financial aid is necessary to

access that education.

For Catholic colleges and universities, financial aid is not simply a recruitment strategy or a business
transaction; rather, it is a commitment to educational equity and to the common good. Private Catholic
institutions invest substantially in scholarships for needy students, trusting that their public funding partners

feel a similar civic, if not moral obligation. Otherwise, students and communities suffer, as is the case today.

In a recent piece on dotEDU, Ted Mitchell, president of the American Council of Education, expressed the
concern that many Catholic educators feel about the consequences of the FAFSA errors and delays. He
shared, “I’m worried that this drop will be greater than the pandemic drop...the same groups of potential
students are those are sitting on the sidelines--low-income students, first-generation college students, and

many students of color--who once again are feeling that this system is stacked against them and that they

really don't belong in the higher education system.”




WHY CATHOLIC HIGHER EDUCATION...
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ACCU member institutions remain committed to supporting students on
the margins and will need to continue creative enrollment solutions for AVAILABLE RESOURCES
those effected b}.f the botched FAFSA rollout. Some have a.lready . U.S. Department of
pushed back their May 1 acceptance due dates; others have increased the Education Daily Blog

number of admitted student days offered on campus to accommodate Updates

later acceptances.

. FAFSA Tracker

As Catholic educators we challenge our graduates to think about the . FAESA Completion
social structures in which they will live and work, and to make them %é) pEci/ré I’Iﬁigsbc;/u gig?e
better, more just. ACCU will continue to monitor the FAFSA rollout

and continue to provide relevant information to member presidents as ° égr(t:aLIJ Member Only.

needed. The Association website has a number of resources that can be

helpful to our members as you navigate this challenging admissions cycle.

Update Feature

Formation for Trustees in Catholic Higher Education
By Lorraine Sloma-Williams

We owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to the thousands of trustees across
ACCU member institutions who give of their expertise, time, and resources

to Catholic higher education. They are individuals of great commitment and

goodwill. Former president of the Association of Governing Boards, Richard Trus tees
Ingram, referred to trustees as the “crown jewel of public service”. They . n _
dedicate time and resources, often in unseen ways, for the good of their Catholic ngher Education

institutions. Not only do trustees lead the public and academic missions of

their institutions, trustees of Catholic universities also have an additional

charge: serving a ministry of the Catholic Church, they act

“ ... [Trustees] see that the collectively on behalf of the Church and founding congregation,
institution’s noblest and highest if there is one, to see that the institution lives out its religious
goals — its very mission —are mission. Governing the Catholic mission can be challenging,
achieved. especially for those trustees who are not Catholic themselves, or
From Lesson “Trust and Mission” with for those whose Catholic formation ended in elementary or high
e DEIS S O g oo,

Responding to requests from ACCU member presidents and the ACCU Board of Directors for materials to

help strengthen trustees’ understanding of topics related to governing in a Catholic context, ACCU President
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TRUSTEE FORMATION
continued from page 6

Rev. Dennis Holtschneider, CM, made the development of
resources for trustees an early priority of his presidency. Originally

for presidents and mission officers to use with their trustees, these

materials would help to strengthen

trustees’ understanding of the critical questions and topics that
underpin governance in a Catholic context. Made possible with the
generous support of an anonymous foundation, these member-

benefit resources are available at no additional cost.

SPRING 2024

CLARITY OF MISSION
IN EDUCATING
PEOPLE WHO ARE

MARGINALIZED

AVAILABLE AT
ACCUNET.ORG/TRUSTEES

Trustees

Program development began in the fall of 2019 and by the fall of in

2021 ACCU launched Trustees in Catholic Higher Education. This

growing repository is available, on demand, on the ACCU
website. Resources are comprised of concise (7-10 minute) videos

on single-topics, related readings, and discussion questions for

Catholic Higher Education

There are over 25 on-demand lessons in the collection
with more being developed and available soon.

use at board or committee meetings. Videos are led by ACCU

presidents, bishops, and others who have a deep understanding of

Catholic higher education.

Presidents Katlhy Humphrey at Carlow University
and John McKeegan at Mount Aloysius College
animate the distinctive elements of Mercy edncation
and highlight the Mercy Higher Education

Covenant (see the section on Charism).

Specific topics include such fundamentals as: “Components of a Strong
Catholic Mission”; “The Value of Philosophy at Catholic Colleges and
Universities”; and “Free Speech and Civil Dialogue Beyond the
Classroom”. Other topics may be used to orient new trustees, like the
two-part lesson on the principles of “Trust and Mission” and the four-
part series explaining what trustees need to know about Ex corde Ecclesiae.
The section on charism suggests how founding charisms can provide
stable ground in the ever-changing landscape of Catholic higher
education, and here three lessons offer content specific to Mercy
institutions, developed in collaboration with the Mercy Conference for

Higher Education.

To date, there are 26 topics available and new resources are being released steadily. The next topic to be available

later this spring is: “Socially Responsible Investment Decisions for a Catholic University”.

In the past year, Trustees in Catholic Higher Education videos have received more than
1,000 views. If you have not done so already, the Association encourages you to
access these resources, share them with your trustees, and consider using them to
prompt discussions during board or committee meetings. May these resources

support the good work being done on your campuses.

ACCUNET.ORG/TRUSTEES

Lorraine Sloma-Williams is the director of executive educational programming at ACCU.
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Update Feature

Civic Learning and Democracy Engagement in Catholic Higher

Education
By Maggie Baker

The theme of the 2024 ACCU Annual Meeting was, “Inspire. Educate. Lead.” As Rev. Dennis Holtschneider,
CM, ACCU President, and Donna Carroll, ACCU Executive Director, stated in their welcome letter, this
theme, “reminds us of our noble goals in Catholic higher education and the hard work we do every day in
pursuit of them.” Our campuses are working hard in pursuit of our goals to foster, create, evaluate, and strive
to constantly improve our work in Civic Learning partnering with colleagues from community, non-profit and

governmental organizations, and the people and causes they serve every day.

In September 2024, the ACCU asked member campus presidents to share initiatives in the area of Civic
Learning and to provide examples and details of the work, as part of a partnership ACCU formed with the

Civic Learning and Democracy Engagement (CLDE) Coalition to identify best practices in civic education.

The CLDE Coalition includes education and policy organizations committed to making civic learning for an

engaged democracy a priority across higher education and in public policy.

Loras College enthusiastically responded with nearly twenty examples from the areas of academic affairs,
athletics, honors, inclusion and advocacy, peace and justice, spiritual life, student development, and a Civic
Leaders scholarship program specifically designed to incorporate civic learning and leadership into a
developmental four-year experience for students. Loras College is the seventh oldest Catholic college in the
U.S. and was founded in 1839 as a diocesan college, explicitly oriented to promote service of both church and

world. We work together at our institution to try to foster a community where every member is beloved and

accepted and, in this endeavor, Civic Learning plays a central role.

“ We work together at our

Two initiatives were selected to be highlighted, the Civic Action institution to foster a community
Faculty Fellows program which fosters faculty leadership in Civic where every member is beloved
Learning, established in 2017 as part of the Loras College Civic and accepted and, in this

Action Plan and in support of a Campus Compact national endeavor, Civic Learning plays

initiative and a co-curricular program, LULAC a student

a central role. , ,

organization that serves to teach democratic knowledge and acts

as a lever for social change by involving Latinx student leaders in an official charter of the League of United
Latin American Citizens. Both programs could be replicated on your campus, and they employ three successful
strategies Loras has found to contribute to sustainable Civic Learning programs and initiatives:
o Tether efforts to regional, national, international organizations and initiatives;
 Create spaces and opportunities for community partner organizations, students, faculty, and staff to lead
efforts; and,

« Engage community partner organization representatives, students, faculty, and staff in ongoing efforts to

evaluate and then lead efforts to bring about ongoing improvements.



https://www.collegeciviclearning.org/about

CIVIC LEARNING...

continued from page 7

Introducing and sustaining civic learning programs does not
have to include sizable budgetary investments but it does
require working together across an institution to bring together
multiple areas, tethered to long-term strategic planning goals in
which evaluation and assessment are built in from the
beginning. At Loras College we have found small investments

in this area have often led to outsized impact on our campus

and community, while contributing to our Catholic identity.
Maggie Baker, service-learning coordinator, Loras College,
presents with colleagues on civic learning and democracy
engagement at the 2024 Annnal Meeting.

Maggie Baker is the service-learning coordinator at Loras College in their Center for Experiential 1 earning.

Collegium Catalyst Grants Underway This Year
By Karen Eifler

A key benefit of Collegium membership is the opportunity to
apply for modest Catalyst Grants to further the work of

mission integration on participants’ campuses. Institutions

generally receive enough funding from these to offset their

membership dues! A trend in recent years has been to combine efforts across multiple disciplines and
institutions. In this most robust year for Catalyst Grant applications since the program launched, seven
Catalyst Grants now support endeavors incorporating principles of Catholic Intellectual Tradition and
Catholic Social Tradition into the work of fourteen campuses in the U.S. and Canada. Here are snapshots of

the imaginative mission endeavors currently underway:

» King’s College (with College of Saint Benedict and Saint John’s University, John Carroll
University, St. Norbert College, and Xavier University): “So Long, Farewell, Auf Wiedersehen: A
Panel Video of Continued Collaboration for Collegium Alums and Recruits,” a video in which alums
provide practical examples of how Collegium transforms their teaching, creative/scholarly activity
and service. It will be available on the Collegium website for all member campuses to share in
ongoing formation activities.

¢ Marian University (IN): “The Convivium Initiative,” explores the question “what do you really
teach?” from multiple disciplinary perspectives in a series of retreats, eventually producing a set of
essays.

 St. Catherine’s University: A small team is collaborating with local indigenous communities to

craft a meaningful institutional land acknowledgement and develop concrete strategies for enacting
restorative justice.



https://www.collegium.org/annual-colloquy

COLLEGIUM

continued from page 8

e The College of St. Scholastica: A mission team is creating a mentoring program comprising a series of
listening and reflecting sessions for new and veteran faculty engaged in envisioning practical strategies for
infusing elements of Catholic Intellectual Tradition across the entire curriculum.

e St. Edward’s University: A faculty-student research team will amplify and disseminate new research on
the untold stories of the feisty women of the Congregation of Holy Cross in the earliest days of their
ministry in Texas and the Southwest.

 Stonehill College: The Center for Teaching Excellence will develop a series of interdisciplinary teaching
circles to create the learning outcomes and content for a newly required General Education course,
“Catholic Thought and Action: Ethical Reasoning, and Diversity, Power and Resistance.”

e University of Portland (with St. Thomas More College, University of Dayton, University of San
Diego, and Xavier University) formed an interdisciplinary online reading group to explore diverse texts
and voices on of the thorniest topics on the Collegium curriculum in a project called “Growing Our

Belonging: Integrating CST and DEIJB Work at Collegium Member Campuses.”

The variety of these projects attests to the ways Collegium enhances participants’ understanding the themes of

Catholic prophetic and sacramental imaginations, and commitment to social justice.

Raren Effler is the executive director of Colleginm. In addition, she is professor of education at the University of Portland
where she is also the Director of the Garaventa Center for Catholic Intellectual Life and American Culture.

CCU Announcements

News and Information from the Association

Membership Renewal Process Has Begun! Accessing Your Member Portal

It has been a blessing to have your institution or organization Easy to access and navigate, all ACCU
as an ACCU member during the past year. We are proud to members have access to additional
member-only resources and discounted

have you as a member and contributor to our 125 years of N
rates for programs and publications.

strengthening Catholic higher education!

Simply log into the portal via the link

The 2024-25 ACCU membership below.

renewal notices have been
sa Rssciation of Cathose: Colisgos snd Uniersities

distributed via email to the

president, rector, or executive

9 o——

o

director's office and are due by June

30, 2024. Be sure your institution or

organization retains its ACCU
membership — let those offices know the value that you find in

ACCU. And thanks to those who have already renewed!

Member Portal Link

Can’t remember your password? Select
"Forgot Password” to reset your
account.

Need Additional Assistance? We're happy to help! Please contact us at accu@accunet.org or 202-457-0650.
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NEW PUBLICATIONS

SPRING 2024

CATHOLIC MISSION
ASSESSMENTS: A BEST
PRACTICES GUIDE

Catholic Mission Assessments is

SF intended to assist Catholic
LY g
v

GATHOLIGMISSION
ASSESSMENTS

'_ A Best Practices Guide _'

institutions of higher education
in assessing their mission and
institutional identity practices.
This institutional guide
articulates guiding questions
and possible indicators for an
institution’s Catholicity and

offers a framework for self-

study.

STRENGTHENING
CATHOLIC IDENTITY
PAMPHLET SERIES

Originally published in

DIVERSITY 2013 as a 12-part
pamphlet series, this

series will cover a variety

g g al
x o xR
b v v

STRENGTHENING STRENGTHENING
CATHOLIC CATHOLIC
IDENTITY IDENTITY IDENTITY

CATHOLIC

STRENGTHENING
CATHOLIC

CATHOLIC
INTELLECTUAL §|  SOCIAL

TRADITION | | TEACHING
of topic areas, including Catholic Intellectual Tradition,
Catholic Social Teaching, and diversity, to support our
membership in strengthening and advancing their
Catholic identities, institutional missions, and
contributions to the greater good of the world and the
Church. Additional topic areas in the series will be

announced in the upcoming year.

Journal of

CALL FOR PAPERS!

JOURNAL OF CATHOLIC HIGHER EDUCATION

The newest issue with topics on leadership development, diversity equity
and inclusion, graduate fellowships, and the Mercy charism impact is
available for purchase at accunet.org/store.

This special issue encourages scholar-practitioners across the network of
Catholic colleges and universities to explore this topic in community with
the ACCU Community Engaged Scholar Practitioner Network (CESPN).
We welcome contributions from diverse teams (i.e., faculty and community
partners writing together).

Submissions are encouraged to include the following elements in their scholarly piece:

Methodological approach to inquiry

Sk b=

Submission Due Date: August 31, 2024

Clear articulation of a problem of practice or line of inquiry (guiding questions)
Theoretical foundation to anchor scholatly inquiry
Literature review to establish groundwork for the discussion

Analysis of exploration (practice, program, data, theory constructs, etc.)
Implications for practice and the future of Catholic Higher Education

For submission guidelines, please visit: the JCHE submission webpage or email accu@accunet.org

PAGE 10
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continued from page 10

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Reminders for the Catholic Higher Education Mission

Officer Network (CHEMON)
A newly established network, CHEMON is included as part of your ACCU
membership. CHEMON aims to strengthen, support, and champion the work of
mission officers in advancing the Catholic and charism-specific identity and spirit of
Catholic higher education institutions.

07\'\3.

catholic identity + mission assessment

All CIMA survey tools
and resources are now
available to ACCU
members for FREE!

Don’tforgetto:  + Submit your three (3) “Mission Contact Team” members
. Express interest in joining a committee
. Review the constitution and FAQs

To get involved, learn more about CHEMON, or submit
your team members, please go to the website.
accunet.org/mission

Save the Dates!

Registration for the below events is will open later this year! Make sure to sign up once available.

ACCGU 2025 ANNUAL MEETING

JANUARY 31 - FEBRUARY 3, 2025

NEW LOCATION

Grand Hyatt Washington
1000 H Street NW
Washington, DC 20001

October 18, 2024 | Virtual

ceeeeeeeee
000
0008068
o8000006

# 20 2 5AC B UA M Check the ACCU calendar

“for upcoming_programs!
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Member News & Notes

Highlights and Recognition for ACCU Members

Since its inception in 2018, ACCU has highlighted almost 60
ACCU member presidents with its “At the Helm” feature. We

A
KL @ THE HELM look forward to continuing to recognize your leadership across a

= FESOSHIIEIT O ST G GOLUEEES Cm T+ - variety of experience, background, and wisdom in the upcoming

u CATHOLIC HIGHER EDUCATION LEADERSHIP BLOG

year.

Read about these leaders
at ACCUNET.ORG/ATTHEHELM

Creighton | Sportatthe Service of
UNIVERSITY | Humanity Conference
June 17-19, 2024 | Creighton University

June 4-6, 2024 + Texas AZM University Sport at the Service of Humanity’s beliefs and aspirations are
CCMA Annual Conference founded on three pillars. Inspiration: “Sport for Life,” which

) : : inspires and promotes the importance of values in sport and in
June 14-21, 2024 | Texas A & M University life through the sharing of ideas and inspirational stories;

CALLED is a place where ministries intersect - Inclusion: “Sport for All” advocates for unity and inclusion in
connections are formed - and missions grow. sport regardless of racc, ge}fllder, gbﬁht% lj?fhcreef; and
Designed for campus ministry leaders, Involvement: “Spott for Change” highlights the

. . o . transformational power of sport to serve humanity.
registration and additional program details are

now available. Learn more... Registration is available thru Friday, May 24, 2024. Visit the
conference website to learn more.

2024 Conference: Rooted in Mission. Growing

VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY With Purpose.
June 25-28, 2024 | Villanova University
A s Ac c U The Association of Student Affairs at Catholic Colleges and
Universities (ASACCU) will be holding their annual conference this
summer at Villanova University, providing opportunities to learn,
CONFERENCE collaborate, and build community with colleagues from Catholic
colleges and universities across the country.
2024 ¢ .
- Keynotes, conference schedules, and pre-conference information is
ROOTEC AN SICN, available now on their website. Learn more and register on the
SROMIE IR ERREeSE conference website at villanova.edu/ ASACCU2024.

Check out ACCU and its members in the

news for current campus happenings and
the latest in Catholic higher education!

PAGE 12



https://www1.villanova.edu/university/student-life/asaccu-2024.html
http://villanova.edu/ASACCU2024
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2024-sport-at-the-service-of-humanity-conference-tickets-815922976587?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://t.e2ma.net/click/exm1zi/2r2weo7j/q2q5du
https://www.ccmanetwork.org/called24
https://www.accunet.org/news.html
http://www.accunet.org/atthehelm
https://www.accunet.org/news.html
https://www.accunet.org/news.html
https://www.accunet.org/news.html

MEMBER NEWS & NOTES

continued from page 12

Charism Highlight

AJCU to Convene Jesuit Institutions for Faith, Justice, and Reconciliation
Assembly

By Deanna Howes Spiro and Joe DeFeo

This summer, administrators, faculty and staff from Jesuit institutions and
AS SOCIATION Of organizations across North America will gather at Loyola University
]E SU ITC OLLEGES Chicago for the AJCU Faith, Justice, and Reconciliation Assembly from
& U NIVERSITIES July 16-19, 2024. This meeting will be hosted by the Association of Jesuit

W Colleges and Universities (AJCU), which represents the 28 Jesuit colleges

and universities in the United States and Belize.

The theme of the Assembly, “Creation of a Hope-filled Future,” was inspired by the Universal Apostolic
Preferences (UAPs) of the Society of Jesus, which provide an Ignatian “horizon, a point of reference to the
whole Society of Jesus” (Jesuits Global).

The Assembly seeks to begin in gratitude and end in hope. Presenters have been asked to reflect on all that
our institutions have received and have to offer: our gifts, talents, expertise, time and resources. From that
perspective of gratitude, we will then consider how we as a network of Jesuit institutions might respond.
Assembly planners have summarized this perspective by asking each presentation to consider, “What do we
owe to our students, faculty, church, and the world?”

A major focus of the Assembly will be the work of six commissions. For more than a year, nearly ninety
faculty and staff from Jesuit colleges and universities have been collaborating in anticipation of the Assembly.
Their presentations will share the work accomplished, offer proposals for all AJCU institutions, and engage
participants in further dialogue and discussion. The six commissions include the following:

« Citizenship and Democracy: Exercising Individual Freedom for the Common Good
Student Spiritual Growth and Mental Health: Toward a Hope-filled Future
Prison Education: A Call to Conversion in Our Shared Humanity
Laudato Si’: Advancing a Shared Agenda for our Common Home
Justice and Reconciliation: Addressing the History of Slavery and Oppression by Jesuit Institutions
The Ignatian Pedagogical Paradigm: Responding to Students and their Hungers

The Assembly will feature three plenary speakers who have been asked to help our institutions reflect on areas
of faith, justice, and reconciliation, and how we might respond to those we serve. They are:

« Anna Bonta Moreland, Theologian and Professor, Villanova University.

« EDboo Patel, Founder & President, Interfaith America

« Rev. Marcel Uwineza SJ, President, Hekima University College, Nairobi, Kenya

In addition to a variety of workshops, roundtables, lightening round discussions, and poster sessions, a panel
of provosts and chief academic officers from AJCU institutions will reflect on the sessions and provide
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continued from page 13

feedback regarding highlights of the Assembly and how
the work of faith, justice, and reconciliation might
continue throughout AJCU institutions.

At a time of significant challenges for higher education
and our nation, the AJCU Faith, Justice, and
Reconciliation Assembly will offer an opportunity for
reflection and consideration of how Jesuit colleges and

universities can best work together to serve the needs of Video footage frothe AJCU “Comitnent to Justice in Higher

society today. Education™ event that took place at Santa Clara University in
2000. The superior general of the Jesuits, Rev. Peter-Hans
Kolvenbach, SJ, participated with this keynote address.

To learn more about the AJCU Faith, Justice and
Reconciliation Assembly, please click here.

Deanna Howes Spiro is the vice president of commrunications at AJCU and Joe DeFeo is the executive director at the Ignatian
Colleagues Program

Update Fall Issue: Share Your News and Notes with ACCU!

We want to share your good news and celebrate your accomplishments! Don't forget to send your
member institution new and notes to ACCU_by September 15.

Special Requests:

Please tag ACCU on our social media platforms so that we can repost and celebrate your campus
happenings and accomplishments in addition to our Update e-newsletter. We are also looking for
any campus video b-roll or photos that we can use in our marketing and communications needs.

CATHOLIC Now Hiring?
H|GHER Does your member institution or

organization have job opportunities to

EDUCATION | share?

HIRING If so, you should visit the ACCU

FOR OUR SHARED MISSION Job Board!

Post your
institutional ACCU members can post available positions

vacancies to and reach job seekers from around globe. Find
the ACCU job qualified people who are committed to
board for Catholic higher education. Members receive
FREE! unlimited FREE postings as a member
benefit.
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