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To date, gag laws have gone into effect only at public universities. Attempts to subject private universities to these
proposed laws have failed in the state legislatures. Fresh attempts to target private universities are being made,
however.

Governors and state legislators are introducing legislation to prevent college campuses
from teaching about the ongoing legacy of racism or the presence of LGTBQ individuals
among our community.  Some of these new “gag laws” forbid academic programs,
courses, or even syllabus readings on these topics.  Some restrict campus training efforts
on cultural sensitivity.  Others forbid the hiring of DEI officers on campus.

The “what if’s” are startling.  Some of these proposed laws would remove partial or all
state funding. Others enable third parties – such as students or outside organizations –
to sue the campuses for damages.  In cases where state authorities have a voice in
choosing the board or the president, those individuals’ employment is put at risk.

Gag Laws and Catholic Universities
By Rev. Dennis Holtschneider, CM
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Continued on page 3 

The Association of Catholic Colleges and Universities (ACCU) is
monitoring this legislating across the nation. We do so because even more
is at stake for the nation's almost 200 Catholic universities than the
traditional practice of academic freedom and the constitutional
protections around freedom of speech. For us, this is also a matter of
freedom of religion.

Catholic Social Teaching (CST) is a body of teaching within our faith
tradition focusing on the questions of how we should live together in this
world. By applying our centermost religious conviction of a loving, self-
sacrificial God to the social order, CST reflects not only on the ways all of 
us are affected by the social structures we create, but what we should do to make sure that the dignity of every person
is respected. The 1971 Synod of Bishops said it this way, “Action on behalf of justice and participation in the
transformation of the world fully appear to us as a constitutive dimension of the preaching of the Gospel.”

Pope Leo XIII is considered the originator of modern Catholic social teaching in his document Rerum Norvarum on
the right of labor to organize. Popes and bishops conferences since have issued teaching documents on nuclear strategy,
economic systems, political systems, racism, abortion, human trafficking, the inviolability of national boundaries, and 

CST reflects not only on
the ways all of us are
affected by the social
structures we create,
but what we should do to
make sure that the
dignity of every person
is respected. 
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most widely known in the present, the climate in Pope Francis’ Laudato Si’.

To be sure, Catholics are hardly of one mind or even on the cutting edge on these matters, but the internal debate helps
the teaching evolve over time. One sees this even in the teachings on racism and homophobia, currently the 
targets of these gag laws.  The Church’s support of the slave trade, for example, was countered by Church leaders and
scholars going back to St. Ambrose until it finally gave way to condemnation by Leo XIII and Pope Saint John Paul II’s
1985 apology.   Recently, Pope Francis added to Church teaching on homosexual individuals when he called for the
world to remove the designation of “crime” simply for identifying as such, saying this social structure perpetuated
violence toward these individuals.  "It is not the first time that I speak of homosexuality and of homosexual persons,”
the pope wrote, “and I wanted to clarify that it is not a crime, in order to stress that criminalization is neither good nor
just.”

At Catholic universities, CST is active area of intellectual analysis and vigorous debate. Catholic scholars actively write
on these topics.  They give courses in Catholic social teaching.  At many of our institutions, Catholic social teaching is 

Gag Laws and Catholic Universities
Continued from page 2 

touchstone for the ways we structure our organizations and
among the explicit goals we set for students’ educational
outcomes.

In the end, we want our graduates to have thought long and hard
about the social structures in which they will live and work, and
to have done so in conversation with a faith tradition that brings
critical insights to bear.  It would stifle Catholic universities’
religious goals to forbid us to discuss these topics, program for
them or educate our students about this social tradition, or to
require us to change employee policies and training that we believe

supports the dignity of each human person.

In effect, government would be reaching into our religious activity and choosing for us which tenants of our faith we
could or could not teach.  Ironically, these gag laws would limit our religious liberty.

I am neither a theologian nor a constitutional scholar, but I know this much: The Founders of our country intended
that religious organizations should be free to practice their faith as they see fit.  Should these new gag laws be placed
upon our institutions, there is basis for us to push back using the Constitution itself.  For us, this is also a matter of
freedom of religion. 

The Founders of our country
intended that religious
organizations should be free to
practice their faith as they see
fit...For us, this is also a
matter of freedom of religion. 

Rev. Dennis H. Holtschneider, CM, is president of the Association of Catholic Colleges and Universities.
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Update is the free quarterly newsletter of the Association of Catholic Colleges
and Universities, with an international distribution to thousands of Catholic
higher education leaders. Issues are published in the winter, spring, summer,
and fall. Individuals may receive an automatic electronic notification of each
new issue by visiting the ACCU member portal to subscribe. 

About Update

https://members.accunet.org/portal
https://members.accunet.org/portal
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On behalf of the Association of Catholic
Colleges and Universities (ACCU), we are
pleased to announce our redesigned website,
including new features, a refreshed look, and
streamlined content, along with a new
membership portal to provide easier access to
your ACCU member benefits and resources.

Designed with your feedback in mind, the new
website will offer visitors a clean, user-friendly
layout and responsive design that enables
mobile-friendly browsing on all devices. The
new site is at the same web address —
www.accunet.org — and is available now along
with our new member-only portal!

New ACCU Website and Database Launched and Now Available!

ACCU ANNOUNCEMENTS
News and information from the Association

Accessing Your Member Portal
Easy to access and navigate, all ACCU members will need to create
new login credentials for the new database. 

You should have already received an email from ACCU with a
unique link to first gain access to create a password. However, you
can simply select "Forgot Password" to reset your account. Please
note you will need to use your institution email address.
 
Once you've created your password, simply go to the "Member Log
In" link to sign in. 

Need Additional Assistance?

ASSOCIATION OF CATHOLIC COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES UPDATE | SPRING 2023 

We're happy to help! Please contact us at accu@accunet.org or 202-457-0650.

Member Portal Link 

ACCUNET.ORG

http://accunet.org/
https://members.accunet.org/portal
https://members.accunet.org/portal
http://www.accunet.org/
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ACCU ANNOUNCEMENTS
continued from page 4

ACCU offers leadership development and many resources for our Catholic higher education leaders through a variety of
programs and events.

Please see our upcoming events below and check out our full list of future events and programs...

Need Additional Assistance

Summer 2023 Programs

Page 4 
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ACCU is proud to offer support and partnership for programming
designed for our Catholic higher education leaders this Summer 2023. 

Additional information is available below as well as on our ACCU
calendar. 

Sign up soon! Most of these programs sell out in advance.

Upcoming Programs and Events

Collegium Colloquy 2023 
June 2-9, 2023 | University of Portland
Collegium’s signature event offers faculty at member universities a broad and clear view of Catholic
Intellectual Life. Participants enjoy plenary talks, small group conversations led by mentors who are
themselves Collegium alums, and time for both communal and individual reflection and prayer. 
Learn more...

CCMA CALLED23: Here & Now
JUNE 6-8, 2023 | INDIANAPOLIS, IN
The Catholic Campus Ministry Association (CCMA) Called 2023 conference invites campus ministry
professionals to join together to reflect on what the Lord is inviting us to do on our campuses.
 
Additionally, ACCU is offering a wraparound event for ACCU members on June 6 in advance of the
CCMA conference. Learn more...

2023 Presidents Institute: Moral Leadership for a Diverse Campus 
June 21-23, 2023 | CHICAGO, IL
Through ACCU's partnership with Interfaith America, the 2023 Presidents Institute offers the space,
guidance, resources, and colleagueship to address issues of diversity, equity, and inclusion in the context
of mission. Presidents explore how the faith-based character of their Catholic institutions presents a
powerful set of tools for leading change on campus and in the public square, especially in highly-charged
moments when the leader's voice is most needed.  Learn more...

ASACCU 2023 Conference: Ever Press Forward
June 27-30, 2023 | University of St. Thomas
The 2023 Association of Student Affairs at Catholic Colleges and Universities (ASACCU) Conference
will be an opportunity for student affairs leaders to gather to "ever press forward" and focus our work on
advancing the common good, and ourselves as a community of professionals dedicated to the education
and success of our students.  Learn more...

Institute for Administrators in Catholic Higher Education (IACHE)
July 17-20, 2023 | Boston College
A four-day seminar enabling administrators and leaders at Catholic colleges and universities around the
globe to interact with scholars and practitioners addressing issues faced by Catholic higher education
and explore questions about the mission, culture, and successful ways of leading Catholic institutions of
higher education. Learn more...

https://members.accunet.org/events
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
https://www.bc.edu/bc-web/schools/lynch-school/sites/iache.html
https://www.stthomas.edu/about/departments/student-affairs/asaccu-2023/index.html
https://www.called23.live/
https://www.interfaithamerica.org/events/2023-presidents-institute/
https://members.accunet.org/events
https://members.accunet.org/events
https://members.accunet.org/events
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
https://www.called23.live/
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
https://www.called23.live/
https://www.interfaithamerica.org/events/2023-presidents-institute/
https://www.interfaithamerica.org/events/2023-presidents-institute/
https://www.interfaithamerica.org/events/2023-presidents-institute/
https://www.stthomas.edu/about/departments/student-affairs/asaccu-2023/index.html
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
https://www.stthomas.edu/about/departments/student-affairs/asaccu-2023/index.html
https://www.bc.edu/bc-web/schools/lynch-school/sites/iache.html
https://www.bc.edu/bc-web/schools/lynch-school/sites/iache.html
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ACCU ANNOUNCEMENTS
continued from page 4

September 15, 2023 | Virtual

June 24-26, 2024 

It's been a blessing to have your institution or organization as an ACCU
member during the past year.

The 2023-24 ACCU membership renewal notices have been distributed
via email to the president, rector, or executive director's office and are
due by June 30, 2023. Be sure your institution or organization retains its
ACCU membership — let those offices know the value that you find in
ACCU. And thanks to those who have already renewed! 

Need assistance? Have questions about the renewal process? 
Please reach out to ACCU Member Services.

ACCU Membership Renewal Process

Save the Dates!
Registration for the below events will begin this summer! Make sure to sign up once available.

Speaking about Mission:
September 22, 2023 | Virtual

Governing for Mission:
November 17, 2023 | Virtual

In-Person Gathering: 
February 2, 2024 | Washington, DC

Open-Forum: 
April 12, 2024 | Virtual

Rome Seminar

May 26-30, 2024 

https://www.accunet.org/inp.html
https://www.accunet.org/annualmeeting.html
https://www.accunet.org/exploringthepresidency.html
https://www.accunet.org/exploringthepresidency.html
https://www.accunet.org/inp.html
mailto:mevans@accunet.org?subject=ACCU%20Membership%20Renewal%20Inquiry
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
https://www.accunet.org/inp.html
https://www.accunet.org/inp.html
https://www.accunet.org/inp.html
https://www.accunet.org/inp.html
https://www.accunet.org/inp.html
https://www.accunet.org/inp.html
https://www.accunet.org/inp.html
https://www.accunet.org/inp.html
https://www.accunet.org/inp.html
https://www.accunet.org/inp.html
https://www.accunet.org/rome-seminar.html
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CONTINUING TO RISE
The ACCU 2023 Annual Meeting united Catholic higher education leaders to explore
how we might rise together to our times.

The Association held its 2023 Annual Meeting on February 3 to 6 in Washington, DC, which was the most highly
attended event with over 500 Catholic higher education leaders together. Connected with the conference theme,
“Rising to Our Times”, attendees were provided opportunities to consider the many ways our present challenges are
calling Catholic institutions to adjust and even transform. Many topics surrounded urgent matters and innovative
strategies to achieve - for this time and place - our noble and perennial mission to assist students on their journeys to
become educated, skilled, faith-filled, and determined actors for our world. 

Specialized Pre-conferences
Leading up to the Annual Meeting, the Association offered specialized pre-conferences tailored for specific senior
leadership roles in Catholic higher education. These day-long Saturday pre-conferences were developed for ACCU
senior Catholic higher education leaders by their colleagues in academic affairs, campus ministry, community
engagement and service learning, diversity, mission, and student affairs. Additionally, ACCU offered two Friday pre-
conferences for women executive leaders in Catholic higher education and the Institute for New Presidents, a program
for presidents in their role within the first two years on their campuses. The Association continues to develop
additional programs for senior leaders on member campuses. Learn more about those programs...

Plenary Sessions
Throughout the conference, leaders in Catholic higher education
had the opportunity to attend sessions on a variety of relative
topics and to engage in dialogue with both experienced presenters
and colleagues. 

The opening plenary session, moderated by Vincent Rougeau,
President of College of Holy Cross, engaged in conversation with
Jeffrey D. Sachs, one of the world's preeminent economists and
professor at Columbia University, about how Catholic Social
Teaching, more than ever, should be at the center of the education
of students at Catholic colleges and universities. As Sachs stated,
"There is a big difference between the Church's social teaching and
what we teach in modern economics classes."

Sachs discussed key ethical principles of Catholic Social Teaching, including the aim of economic life is felicitas
(happiness on earth), the connection of economics to universal human dignity and their likeness to God, an economy
should at least meet the basic needs of all, private property must give way in the face of injustice and exclusion. He also
pointed that economic life is relational and integral to promote the whole and humans are stewards and responsible for 

http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
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CONTINUING TO RISE
continued from page 7 

WATCH THESE PLENARY 
SESSIONS AGAIN!

sustainability. 

After laying the foundation for the morning's conversations, Sachs
proceeded to share that "our virtues must be cultivated by education,
mentorship, experience and habit." Sachs discussed topics for a revised
economic curriculum along with current barriers to integral and
sustainable development, such as failures of multiple forms of
cooperation, failure of inclusion and justice, and structures of sin. "The
curriculum of today's economics should teach the various dimensions
of economic ethics and explore a basic idea of how to achieve
cooperation. The Catholic Social Teaching helps us to reach that
cooperation," said Sachs. "This would lead to a far richer vision of
economics and help our young learners to appreciate more of the
drama of the world and how the ways in which they can contribute to
solutions."  

Need Additional Assistance
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Later that afternoon, Annual Meeting attendees heard from Ronald J. Daniels, President of Johns Hopkins University,
and Richard D. Haass, President of the Council on Foreign Relations in a conversation facilitated by Lynn Pasquerella,
President of the American Association of Colleges and Universities (AAC&U), on "What Universities Owe Democracy."
As more countries head toward autocracy than at any time in generations, the two keynote speakers discussed ways in
which universities must adjust to better prepare students to participate in and protect liberal democracy.

Daniels discussed his recent book, What Universities Owe Democracy, outlines the fragility of democracy and how this
time in our world has exposed how vunerable it truly is just now. "Our moment now demands that we continue to stand
up and defend our democracy," Daniels stated. Daniels focused his discussion on civic education where he believes our
higher education both in this country and abroad have "fallen tragically short." He shared, "[Colleges and universities]
have not been effective in educating students on the habits and values of democratic citizenship. To my mind, these
habits include but are not limited to a familiarity with the history and theory of democracy, the ability to reason
critically and dicern true from false information, a commitment to ideals of tolerance, and an appetite for collective
action and civic friendship." Daniels suggests that a democracy requirement should be incorporated into their core
curriculum requirements on our campuses.

Haass offered optimism, stating "Amen to everything [Daniels] said."
However, he took a step back to reflect on balancing rights throughout
democracy. Haass shares that the problem with this situation is that these
ideas are good, but there is often a clash between rights and then two
different sides can't decide on a common resolution or come into conflict
of their own. "We should be realists and what we've had is a glimpse of
how democracy can deterioate when we come into comflict...What is it we
owe to both one another, our fellow citizens, and what we owe to our
country." Watch more of this plenary...

The first full day of conference ended in dialogue with keynote M. Therese Lysaught, Professor of the Neiswanger
Institute for Bioethics and Health Care Leadership at Loyola University Chicago, and moderator Sr. Diane Steele, SCL,
President of the University of Saint Mary. Titled "Neither Marketplace nor Battleground: Catholic Universities as Field
Hospital for a Better Kind of Politics," the evening plenary session encouraged attendees to examine more closely the
thoughts and actions of Pope Francis and to find nuanced and helpful ways of entering into the world's social debates.

Lysaught began her speech discussing the varying topics trending in today's headlines and how Catholic colleges and
universities have now become the battlegrounds for cultural wars, making the difficulty of navigating more difficult
with fracturing societies, the Church, and our communities. She encouraged attendees to question how we got here.

Jeffrey Sachs and Vincent Rougeau at the 2023 Annual Meeting.

Daniels, Haass, and Pasquerella at the plenary session.

https://www.accunet.org/2023am.html
https://www.accunet.org/2023am.html
https://www.accunet.org/2023am.html
https://youtu.be/A1zB2Nzo7Ww
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CONTINUING TO RISE
continued from page 8 

"I want to invite us to take a step back from these headlines and the
ways they shape the day-to-day realities of our institutions to ask what
is driving these culture wars, especially in the Catholic sphere, and
given that we are Catholic higher education, what resources might we
bring to resist them, to rise to these times, not only for our own
wellbeing but to provide a different way forward for our
communities." Watch more of this plenary...

The next morning, ACCU welcomed Assistant Secretary of the Office
of Postsecondary Education Nasser Paydar of the United States
Department of Education to provide greetings and brief remarks to
attendees, thanking them for their work in Catholic higher education
and the value they bring to higher education.

Need Additional Assistance
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Following Paydar's remarks, President Mary Finger of Seton Hill University welcomed Bishop Paul Tighe, Secretary of
the Vatican Dicastery for Culture and Education (Culture Section) as the keynote for the closing plenary session. Since
1965, when Pope Paul IV established the office that became the Pontifical Council on Culture, the Holy See has been
engaged in finding common ground on a broad array of the world's most pressing concerns through the meeting places
of culture. On Pentecost Sunday, 2022, Pope Francis merged the office of Culture and Catholic Education. Bishop
Tighe discussed the implications of this merger for Catholic universities, including the ways in which Catholic
universities both shape culture and strengthen the Church with the wisdom found within culture. 

"The Church has to open, to journey, towards the world," Bishop Tighe stated. "The Church lives in the world and
there's a mutual exchange that we both give and receive from the world." 

He went on to explain the interconnectedness of humanity and how the
mission of Catholic higher education enables us to do just that. Colleges
and universities should ask, "To what extent are you shaped by that
culture and how do you shape culture?" Bishop Tighe also encouraged
Catholic colleges and universities to celebrate accomplishments and the
value of higher education that is provided in line with our missions--both
of charisms and the Catholic Church.  Watch more of this plenary...

Additional Highlights
His Eminence Wilton Cardinal Gregory, Archbishop of Washington, DC, celebrated the Holy Eucharist on Saturday,
February 4 to officially open the Annual Meeting.

M. Therese Lysaught during their 2023 Annual Meeting plenary. 

Bishop Paul Tighe at the 2023 Annual Meeting.

Later that evening during the Awards Banquet, ACCU
recognized three award recipients: Rev. Michael
Garanzini, SJ, Association of Jesuit Colleges and
Universities (AJCU) President, received the Rev.
Theodore M. Hesburgh, CSC, Award; Sr. Mary Prudence
Allen, RSM, received the Monika K. Hellwig Award for
Outstanding Contributions to Catholic Intellectual Life;
and, Sr. Sharon Holland, IHM, received the President's
Distinguished Service Award. 

CHECK OUT ADDITIONAL 
ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS AND

RESOURCES AT
ACCUNET.ORG/ANNUALMEETING 

https://youtu.be/ypoAoP4RAt4
https://youtu.be/Gzuu4Qb4Kr4
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL-zv_WJBlbgjLInjqkZGi_L_PwoOkYhLz
https://www.accunet.org/2023am.html
https://www.accunet.org/2023am.html
https://www.accunet.org/2023am.html
https://www.accunet.org/2023am.html
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Throughout this year, these quarterly glimpses into the ways Collegium can transform participants have focused
on what is for most of us the core mission of our institutions: teaching. As we enter capstone-thesis-finals season, I
offer a few glimpses about the part of the teaching many professors approach with the zeal of a root canal: grading.
Just as there’s no such thing as “Catholic” chemistry, I won’t posit a “Catholic” grading system, but I will lift the
curtain on approaches to grading that are animated by a consideration of Catholic Intellectual Tradition, Catholic
Social Teaching, and Catholic imagination. These may not make the pile of ungraded essays more appealing, but
they do reframe time spent responding to those essays as time spent on student learning, relationships with
students, and a very catholic movement from fragmentation to whole-making.
 
Alternative grading, specs grading and ungrading are not
interchangeable terms, but they are all easily Googled approaches
to assessment of learning that any center for teaching and learning
or faculty group anywhere could spend time studying, without
being particularly Catholic. But here’s where the transformative
nature of Collegium enters. Immersing oneself in a community
that explores sacramentality and leaning into the Catholic
Intellectual Tradition from an array of disciplinary perspectives
means that we re-imagine our relationships with students not just
in our instruction, but in the ways we measure the effectiveness of
that instruction. 

This is a natural consequence of cura personalis. For those not marinated in Jesuit pedagogy, this means paying
care-full attention to the needs of the whole person when we interact with students, including the products of
their learning. Specs, ungrading and alternative assessments promotes reflection, flexibility, intellectual risk-
taking and an orientation toward equity that are entirely consistent with a commitment to tend to the hearts,
minds and spirits of those in our charge.
One person described feeling like her shift to specs grading allows her to embody the words attributed to St.
Francis: bringing love where there was hatred, pardon to injury, hope to the despairing, moving students from
darkness to light, and from sadness to joy (she and her students!). Lest you think this was misplaced mercy
where there should be rigor, the same person offers evidence that moving toward specs grading actually
increased the intellectual rigor of her courses, as she could concentrate on authentic learning of portable skills
and provide more clarity on what matters most among the skills, knowledge and dispositions being taught.

Here are two ways that alums describe their Collegium-influenced grading:

COLLEGIUM-INFLUENCED GRADING
By Karen Eifler, Ph.D.

Photo courtesy of ACCU member Chaminade University.

Change is an event favored mostly by wet babies, and despite actually being arbitrary, our A-F (what about E? I’ve
always wondered) seems eternal. For many professors and students, any shift will feel tectonic and uncomfortable 
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For the 2023 colloquy at University of Portland June 2-9, Collegium is offering a one-time only invitation to
“Collegium-curious” institutions to send a participant for the flat fee of $1500. This covers travel and accommodations
for the full week, and we encourage institutions to consider sending someone who will be willing to share their
experiences with mission officers and others at their home institution who are responsible for mission and identity
integration. To take advantage of this invitation, the institution must be new to Collegium. When the participant raves
about the week and all they learned, the school will be invited to become a full member of Collegium.

We are also encouraging member institutions to send a second participant for the flat $1500 fee, to increase the sense of
solidarity and security that comes from collaborating with someone who’s shared the same mountaintop experience. 
Contact Executive Director Karen Eifler via email for details on following up on either of these opportunities.

COLLEGIUM-INFLUENCED GRADING

Special Offer for "Collegium-Curious" Institutions  
Even as resources shrink, the imperative to form faculty in the
mission of Catholic higher education soars. Collegium, a colloquy on
faith and intellectual life that is now over thirty years old, has
enhanced the teaching, research and service of over 2500 alums in
Catholic colleges and universities of every size. Still, it’s fair to
wonder if the annual dues pay off (for the record, they do!). 

Continued from page 10 

Karen Eifler, Ph.D. is the Executive Director of Collegium. 

In addition, she is Professor of Education at the University of Portland where she is also
the Director of the Garaventa Center for Catholic Intellectual Life and American Culture.

at first, but so does just about anything in a genuine human relationship. Feel free to invite your faculty to explore this
recent Collegium session on grading. Maybe promotion and tenure decisions are next!

Now Hiring?
Does your member institution or
organization have job opportunities
to share?

If so, you should visit the newly
updated ACCU Job Board!

ACCU members can post available
positions and reach job seekers from
around globe. Find qualified people who
are committed to Catholic higher
education. Members receive unlimited
FREE postings as a member benefit.
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SPEAKING TO OUR CORE 
Academy initiative leads to creation of podcast series "CORECast" 
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As part of the implementation of Seeds of Innovation, a commitment to restructure and reinvest in the Academy
at Seton Hall University in support of the University’s Academic Vision,  Seton Hall has invested strategic
planning funds in “Academies,” or “sand boxes of innovation,” as described by University Provost Katia Passerini,
Ph.D. One of these initiatives is a new podcast series "CORECast," which is under development. CORECast (i.e.
Core Podcast) was proposed by Dr. Jon Radwan and Dr. Ruth Tsuria, both faculty in the College of
Communication and the Arts, and Rabbi Allan Brill, Cooperman/Ross Endowed Chair for Jewish-Christian
Studies. This initiative came out of Seton Hall's Institute for Communication and Religion and will be hosted
through the ICR Podcasting Network.

Dr. Radwan has shared how the podcasts will explore various topics
taught in the University’s Core I and Core II classes, Journey of
Transformation and Christianity and Culture in Dialogue, both of
which are required of all undergraduates. The University Core is the
perfect vehicle for this project as it is central to the University’s
mission, focusing on the Catholic intellectual tradition in conversation
with other perspectives. All students are required to take Core I, II,
and III (a third, discipline-specific class called Engaging the World,
offered in a wide variety of versions in multiple departments, and
taken in the third or fourth year). The goal of CoreCast is to produce 

By Nancy Enright, Ph.D.

at least eight episodes during a three-year period. Each podcast will bring together a faculty expert with a student
representative from one of Seton Hall’s many diverse campus religious groups to discuss a particular Core text
they both care about from one of the first two courses.

CORECast will be hosted through the ICR Podcasting Network, which hosts the Institute for Communication
and Religion Channel. This venue shares perspectives from scholars on the contribution of faith traditions as well
as how they are influenced by contemporary society. The Network also hosts a second channel, called
Inter/Sections, which partners with the Journal of Inter-religious Studies offering an exploration of inter-faith
issues, ideas, and dialogue.

The University is excited about this important new medium for enlivening the Catholic Intellectual Tradition at
Seton Hall. Proposed by three outstanding faculty members, these podcasts can be used to enhance Core I and II
classes by engaging in dialogue and learning new perspectives. They will also extend the educational work of the
Core beyond campus and in turn spread the word about what Seton Hall is doing in the University Core, which
remains a cornerstone of how the University delivers on its Catholic educational mission.

Nancy Enright, Ph.D., is the Director of the University CORE at Seton Hall University.
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CHARISM SPOTLIGHT
Featuring the Association of Franciscan Colleges and Universities (AFCU) 

With the new growth of spring, I’m reminded
of new beginnings and delight in the
excitement for which that brings. For the
Association of Franciscan Colleges and
Universities (AFCU), we are excited for return
to our AFCU Symposium this coming June
which is hosted on a bi-annual basis at one of
our 23 affiliated campuses—hosted this year at
Siena College in New York. The Symposium promises to be a time for colleagues to return to an in-person
experience as we learn from each other and share the many good things that our Franciscan colleagues have been
working on in their ministry over these past few years.

One of the keynotes at the Symposium will be focusing on Laudato si’—providing attendees with new ways for us
all to enter this conversation with one another in the context of our Franciscan tradition.  As I think about the
coming of spring and look forward to these Laudato si’ conversations, I am reminded of what Pope Francis says in
the encyclical, “Saint Francis of Assisi reminds us that our common home is like a sister with whom we share our
life and a beautiful mother who opens her arms to embrace us.” These small words help to bring the focus to the
beauty of the earth and all of God’s creation into a beautiful reality of encounter with creation, especially when it
is easy to see in this springtime and newness that is upon us. 

Francis of Assisi was a lover of nature and all of God’s creation.  If we take a moment to consider the profound
privilege, we all have to share the same air with all of God’s creation, we can begin to appreciate the very power of
our breath and how interconnected we are with creation. Eric Doyle, a Franciscan theologian, shares an insightful
message that seems to bring the vision of Francis into reality: 

“To love is to be in relation with another, creating a bond between the self and a part of the world, and so
ultimately between self and all creation.  If one person can love one other person, one unique animal, one flower,
one special place on this earth, there is no reason in principle why that love cannot stretch out to embrace every
single creature to the furthest reaches of space.” 

As we all move into the spring and experience new beginnings, new ways to minister, and new opportunities, let
us focus on the breath of God amid all that we do.

ASSOCIATION OF CATHOLIC COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES UPDATE | SPRING 2023 

As the daffodils peek up from the brown crunchy leaves, the forsythia begin to bloom, and my kids come inside
from playing and have that fresh outdoor smell on them, I know that spring is near!

By Debi Haug
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Debi Haug is the Executive Director of the Association of Franciscan Colleges and
Universities. 

A variety of concurrent sessions and poster presentations are offered for attendees along with opportunities for
fellowship and worship. Additionally, the 2023 AFCU Symposium is excited to announce our keynote speakers:

CHARISM SPOTLIGHT

2023 AFCU Symposium
June 20-22, 2023
Siena College 
The 2023 AFCU Symposium will be held at Siena College this June and
supports the mission of the Association of Franciscan Colleges to support
its members’ mission of Catholic higher education by providing a forum
for dialogue and fostering and facilitating collaboration among members.

Continued from page 13 

Learn more about charisms at 
ACCUNET.ORG/CHARISMS 

As a Franciscan friar, Michael has ministered in a variety of settings as assistant pastor in
Chicago, a high school French teacher, and in the field of religious and theological
formation of men in Africa discerning a vocation to the Franciscan Order. Michael’s passion
is to serve in the manner of Francis of Assisi, bringing forth the dignity and unique value of
each person while promoting a renewed sense of human fraternity and global solidarity.

Michael A. Perry, OFM 

Linda LeMura 
Dr. Linda LeMura is a scientist and academic who is the current and 14th President of Le
Moyne College. She is the first female layperson to be named as president of a Jesuit
institution of higher education in the United States. Since 2014, when she was appointed
president unanimously by the College’s Board of Trustees, Le Moyne has achieved seven
years of its largest class enrollments. A hallmark of her time in office is developing
collaborative partnerships with other institutions of higher education. She is actively
engaged in the greater Syracuse community to improve the lives and education of those in
the Central New York region.

Read more about additional program schedule sessions.

Registration is open through May 15, 2023, at the AFCU Symposium website (https://afcu2023.siena.edu).
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HIGHLIGHTING YOUR GOOD WORKS
When it comes to higher education marketing, start with program and services

What does it look like to set your institution apart in the public imagination? Is the answer the perfect school
slogan, a terrific tagline, or a captivating commercial? While each of these may be beneficial aspects of a successful
marketing approach, they can’t stand on their own. In order to appeal to students in a meaningful way, we’ve
found that the colleges and universities who intentionally invest in developing their product — think programs
and services — are the most likely to succeed at promotion, as well. 

From the smallest colleges to the largest universities, there are tremendous opportunities for Catholic higher
education institutions to shape their programs and services according to their core vision and values. Then, they can
creatively present those unique endeavors creatively, clearly, and confidently.

Prioritize Your Programs 

Hiring faculty members who have practiced nursing in missions or outreach contexts
Connecting students with clinicals or practicums in nonprofit clinics
Coursework, forums, or on-campus discussions of the relationship between faith and medicine

Rather than starting the marketing meeting with a discussion of whether a video or podcast is the right next
promotional step, consider this question: how do we demonstrate our school’s unique values through our academic
programs? 

Maybe your institution prioritizes service, for example, and your college of nursing puts this value on display
through:

Nursing is, of course, just one example. If your school has a strong leadership emphasis, consider how that value
enhances your business and education majors. If your mission statement centers on ethics, how does that reveal itself
in your financial or legal programs? Perhaps there’s a deep love for art, beauty, and creativity on campus — how
does that shape the student experience in engineering, graphic design, or performing arts programs? 

It may be that, after asking these questions, you realize that more of an investment needs to be made in your
academic programs to ensure that they are strong depictions of the values your campus holds dear. Or, it may be
that you find a few programs that already stand out as shining examples. In either case, considering how your
school’s unique values shape its academic programs is a step well-taken toward investing in programs in meaningful
ways, which naturally leads to promoting those programs as compelling, unique offerings. 

By Lee Insko

Showcase Your Services 
When it comes to attracting people to your institution, helping prospective students (and their parents!) see
themselves in the story of your school can go a long way. As schools with faith woven into their rich histories,
Catholic colleges and universities have a unique opportunity to tell a story of belonging, community, and holistic
development. 
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Continued from page 15
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Maybe your student life department excels at organizing service projects
that students look forward to each month. Perhaps your residence life
directors have cracked the code to creating a sense of “feels like home” in
the residence halls. It could be that your alumni office does a remarkable
job of facilitating mentorship between former and current students. 

Similar to the process with academic programs, consider whether some of
these services could benefit from a renewed investment. For those that are
excelling, what does it look like to tell their story?

We’ll be the first to tell you that marketing matters in higher education. But marketing doesn’t start with a
promotional plan, it starts with identifying, defining, and telling the story at the heart of your institution. By doing
so, colleges and universities can emphasize their values and reach the students who share those values.

Lee Inkso is partner at 5 Degrees Branding, a creative brand-building agency specializing in enrollment
marketing, institutional branding, and website development for independent colleges and seminaries.

For a no-fee consultation about your institution’s marketing, reach out to the team at 5 Degrees Branding
(www.5degreesbranding.com / 888.942.6608). 

Product before Promotion 
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AT THE HELM
Featured Catholic higher education presidents

President, Siena Heights University
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Started in 2019, ACCU began highlighting Catholic higher education leaders, specifically member presidents.
Designed with Q&A responses, ACCU interviews member presidents for each quarterly issue of Update. 

Below are the three ACCU member presidents for the spring issue with their full interviews on the ACCU website.

Sr. Peg Albert, OP Lynn Babington Jorge Iván Vélez Arocho
President, Chaminade University President, Pontifical Catholic

University of Puerto Rico

Read about these leaders at ACCUNET.ORG/ATTHEHELM

https://www.accunet.org/update.html
https://www.accunet.org/at-the-helm.html
http://www.accunet.org/atthehelm
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Alvernia University Vice President of Research, Economic Development & Innovation, Dean of the College of STEAM
and O’Pake Insitute Chief Operating Officer, Dr. Rodney S. Ridley, Sr. served as a panelist on the Reimagining The
TTO: From Technology Transfer to Knowledge Transfer panel at the 2023 AUTM Annual Meeting in Austin, Tx. The
AUTM Annual Meeting, held from Feb. 19-22, was attended by technology transfer professionals from around the globe
to develop connections and gain insights from world-class speakers and panels. Ridley’s panel, featuring other panelists in
academic tech transfer, highlighted how continued mission growth and increased federal expectations arising from the
CHIPS and Science Act of 2022 will shape the future of academic tech transfer. Read more...

Barry University Institute for Immigration Studies in partnership with Operation Pedro Pan Group, Inc., hosted The
Pedro Pan Living Legacy Exhibit at Barry University’s new exhibition space. The Exhibit features photographs,
documents and artifacts that tell the story of those 14,000 Cuban children who were brought to the United States from
Cuba between 1960 and 1962 during governmental transitions in the country. The event celebrated all Pedro Pan
participants and their family members. Pictures of their families, including children and grandchildren are included on
the Legacy Wall of Honor was constructed at the event. Read more...

Boston College, Fordham University, and Loyola University Chicago co-sponsored “The Way Forward: Pope Francis,
Vatican II, and Synodality,” on the Boston College campus in early March, marking the largest gathering of Catholic
leadership on a university campus in American history. According to Rev. Mark S. Massa, SJ, director of the Boisi Center
for Religion and American Public Life, the focus of the two-day conference was the concept of synodality, or the idea
that decision-making in the Catholic Church should be decentralized to the local level. The list of conference attendees
included five cardinals, six archbishops, 21 bishops, and 40 theologians from across the country.  Read more...

The excitement was overflowing as approximately 250 fifth-graders from schools across the islands descended on
Chaminade University's campus to participate in the inaugural “I Go To College” event. The purpose of the day was to
expose students to a college campus and life and to help them envision their own educational futures. Gathering at the
Sullivan Family Library Lawn, students from St. Theresa Honolulu, St. Anthony’s on Maui, St. Theresa Kauai, Saint
Louis, Mary Star of the Sea, Holy Family Catholic Academy and St. Joseph in Hilo were welcomed by Chaminade
University President Lynn M. Babington. The event was organized by Chaminade University and Hawaii Catholic
Schools. Read more...

Edgewood College has entered into a business partnership with upGrad, a global leader in online higher education. The
partnership gives Edgewood College access to upGrad’s expertise in emerging technologies in online education, and will
enable the College to expand the work begun by the Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa in the Fall of 1927, the first year
Edgewood Junior College began educating students. Read more...

MEMBER NEWS AND NOTES
Highlights and recognition for our ACCU members

Campus Highlights
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How can journalists committed to truth thrive in a polarized world drowning in propaganda and hostility? This was the
focus of the "Journalism in a Post-Truth World" Conference, March 10-11, 2023, at the Museum of the Bible in
Washington, D.C. Co-sponsored by Franciscan University of Steubenville and EWTN News, the event discussed the
state of modern journalism and challenges of media ethics, bias, and covering the Catholic Church. Renowned journalists
and experts in the field of journalism and digital media shared new insights and strategies for their daily battle against
threats to freedom of speech from a cancel culture, political and ideological biases, and the mainstream media’s hostility
to people of faith. Read more... 

La Roche University partnered with the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention (AFSP) to host an Out of the
Darkness Walk on Friday, March 31. The Out of Darkness Walk will raise awareness and much-needed funds while
strongly sending the message that suicide is preventable, and that no one is alone. The walk is part of a nationwide
initiative to raise awareness about the importance of mental health. Read more...

Marymount University has received a $2.8 million gift from the Reinsch Pierce Family Foundation to renovate and
repurpose one of the oldest buildings on its Arlington campus. The gift will fund the creation of the Reinsch Pierce
Family Campus Hub, a new 6,240 sq.-ft. facility that will include a Barnes & Noble Bookstore and spirit shop; a faculty,
student and visitor meeting and social-gathering space; and Lola’s Café, with a terrace overlooking the campus and
student playing field. Read more...

Regis University announced more than $365,000 in new scholarship funding for Denver County and prospective
residential students from across the U.S. enrolling in the university’s groundbreaking GLOBAL Inclusive Program. This
innovative program is one of only two post-secondary programs for students with intellectual disabilities offered at a
Jesuit university and it is a collaboration effort between Global Down Syndrome Foundation(“GLOBAL”), Regis
University and the Anna and John J. Sie Foundation. A combination of this new scholarship funding and a grant
provided by the Anna & John J. Sie Foundation will help ensure in-state and out-of-state students have access to the
GLOBAL Inclusive Program. Scholarship funding will help cover costs related to tuition, books and supplies,
extracurricular activities, transportation, and room and board. Since its launch, the GLOBAL Inclusive Program
continues to receive the support of Regis University at the highest level. Read more...

David Brooks, a New York Times columnist and bestselling author of The Road to Character, brought his unique
perspective on the American life and keen insights into present-day politics and foreign affairs to Kansas City as the
keynote guest of the 11th Rockhurst University Leadership Series on Tuesday, March 28. Read more...

Dr. Lucas Briola, assistant professor of theology in the School of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences and St. Vincent
College, has recently published a new book titled The Eucharistic Vision of Laudato si’: Praise, Conversion, and Integral
Ecology (Catholic University of America Press), the Unity Township campus announced this week. The first book-length
study that explains the eucharistic nature of Laudato si’, Briola’s book uses Bernard Lonegran’s theology of history to
unearth the doxological, eucharistic vision that shapes the encyclical’s integral presentation of social and ecological
conversion. Read more...

Seattle University College of Education hosted two events with Dr. Gholdy Muhammad, one of the most influential
university-based scholars in America and best-selling author of Cultivating Genuis: An Equity Framework for
Culturally and Historically Responsive Literacy and her latest, Unearthing Joy: A Guide to Culturally and Historically
Responsive Teaching and Learning. The events held on Friday, February 24, and Tuesday, March 7 were free and open to
the public. Dr. Muhammad’s historically and culturally responsive education model has been adopted by school districts
nationwide. Read more...

The Center for Sports Media within the College of Communication and the Arts presented a Q&A on “Equity, Influence
and the Next Generation in Sports with Billie Jean King and Ilana Kloss.” The event, moderated by Executive Director of
the Center for Sports Media Jane McManus, was held on Thursday, February 16 at Seton Hall University's South 

MEMBER NEWS AND NOTES
Continued from page 18
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Orange campus in the newly renovated University Center. King has been one of the driving forces behind equity in
sports and beyond for more than five decades. As a catalyst to start a professional tour for women’s tennis in the early
1970s, and now with her business partner Ilana Kloss, King finds economic opportunities for women in sports and
challenges corporations and leagues to commit investment and sponsorship funds equally. King and Kloss discussed
future prospects, including how name image and likeness might impact athletes, and their own use of a platform and
resources to lead in the area of generational change. Read more about this event..

Father James L. Heft, SM, a leader for over 30 years in Catholic Higher Education, serves as a visiting faculty member in
residence and served as a guest lecturer at Seton Hill University in February. Seton Hill hosted a public lecture with Heft
on the topic, “Why are young people leaving the Church? What can be done about it?” on Thursday, February 23 at 7:30
p.m. in Cecilian Hall on the second floor of the university’s Administration Building. Heft’s visit to Seton Hill was part
of the university’s Setonian Mission Formation Program, which aims to help the university to maintain and strengthen
its Catholic, Setonian tradition for current and future students, faculty, and staff. The Program began last year thanks to
a six-figure leadership commitment from anonymous benefactors and is allowing Seton Hill to expand Mission-focused
activities that will build a foundation of leaders who will preserve the heritage and charism of the Sisters of Charity of
Seton Hill; continue to foster Catholic intellectual life across campus; and help students explore the liberal arts in a
distinctive and enriching Catholic framework. Read more...

Hosted by the Centre for Christian Engagement at St. Mark's College, UBC, they held a major academic conference
celebrating 10 years of Pope Francis in early May. "Pope Francis and the Future of the Church: Propects and Challenges
for Renewal" responds to this call for reflection on a wide range of themes central to Francis' pontificate and his vision of
the church, including the legacy of Vatican II; synodality; accompaniment; reconciliation with Indigenous peoples in
Canada and the US; integral ecology; and justice and concern for the poor and marginalized. A first such conference
dedicated to exploring Francis' pontificate in a Canadian context, this event will include presentations from over 45
scholars and practitioners – lay, cleric, and religious – from across North America, South America, and Africa. Our
keynote speakers include the Italian theologian Dr. Massimo Faggioli, Villanova University, who will offer the Inaugural
Annual Laudato Si' Lecture; the Argentinian theologian Dr. Emilce Cuda, Loyola University Chicago and ​​Secretary,
Pontifical Commission for Latin America at the Vatican, known as “the woman who knows how to read Pope Francis”;
and Dr. Catherine Clifford, St. Paul's University, Ottawa, co-editor of the recently released The Oxford Handbook on
Vatican II. Read more...

Three students from St Mary’s University College have played for Lord Mayor Tina Black as they prepare to travel to
Nashville to play at the Grand Ole Opry on St Patrick’s Day. The three students, Molly Walls, Maeve O’Donnell, and
Rosie McElroy gave visitors a wonderful performance and talked about their trip to Belfast’s sister city and the home of
country music Nashville, Tennessee. The musicians will be traveling over to showcase Belfast’s recent status as a
UNESCO City of Music which was bestowed upon the city in recognition of its rich musical heritage and the importance
of music to the city’s future. Read more...

Through our Continuing Education Series, Indigenous Voices, St. Mary’s University hosted Indigenous Elders,
Knowledge-Keepers and Scholars to help center Indigenous Voices and Ways of Knowing at StMU. This is part of how
the university works to provide foundational understandings of the history of colonization and how we can imagine a
way forward toward reconciliation together. Everyone was invited to join Métis Elder & Knowledge Keeper, Doreen
Bergum to learn about Traditional Métis Values on Tuesday, March 21. Doreen was born and raised in the Métis Nation
of Alberta Region 3 on Treaty 7 Territory. Doreen is passionate about teaching the knowledge of her ancestors to youth
and maintaining Métis culture for years to come! Currently, Doreen teaches: jigging, beading, moccasin making, and
Capote making. Read more...

Coolidge High School students got an early taste of the finish line. For the past four years, Coolidge High School
students have been taking credits at both Coolidge and Trinity Washington University, an experiment by D.C. public
schools to send more of its students to college. Leaders shared this early college program could be a model for the rest of
the city. Read more...

MEMBER NEWS AND NOTES
Continued from page 19

http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
https://www.shu.edu/sports-media/news/billie-jean-king-and-ilana-kloss-at-seton-hall.cfm
https://www.setonhill.edu/news/detail/father-james-l-heft-leader-in-catholic-higher-education-to-offer-public-lecture-at-seton-hill-feb-23/
https://popefrancis.stmarkscollege.ca/2023/03/17/major-academic-conference-celebrating-10-years-of-pope-francis-at-st-marks-college-ubc/
https://belfastmedia.com/watch-st-mary-s-musicians-play-for-lord-mayor-before-heading-off-to-nashville
https://stmu.ca/event/indigenous-voices-metis-elder-knowledge-keeper-doreen-bergum/
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
https://wtop.com/dc/2023/03/a-step-ahead-dc-students-graduate-from-special-trinity-washington-university-program/
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The University of Dayton Human Rights Center is facilitating and hosting with community partners a pair of free
workshops to help Dayton residents understand their human rights. "Although the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights is not new, many people are unaware of their fundamental rights as human beings," said Shelley Inglis, University
of Dayton Human Rights Center executive director. "In addition to helping residents understand their human rights, we
are seeking their input on how Dayton can become a 'Human Rights City,' a more engaged civic society working in
partnership with city officials to become a 'Human Rights City' that uses a human rights lens to develop policies and
practices." Read more...

The University of Saint Francis’ Cougars HOPE (Healing, Outreach, Prevention, Education) hosted a series of events in
April to promote Sexual Assault Awareness Month. The month of events reflected USF’s commitment to creating a
campus culture that fully reflects its Franciscan values to reverence the unique dignity of each person, serve one another,
society and the Church, and foster peace and justice. The Self-Defense Class, Tie-Dye T-Shirts, and the Sexual Assault
Panel events were sponsored by USF Criminologists in Action. Read more...

The Saint Paul Seminary Rector Father Joseph Taphorn and University of St. Thomas President Rob Vischer recently
appeared together on the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis’ official podcast to discuss authentic, effective
leadership at a Catholic Institution. Read more...

Every year since Pope Francis was elected, Xavier University has honored him with a community event on a theme
relevant to his papacy. With the 10th anniversary this year, Xavier created a video tribute highlighting the values the first
Jesuit Pope has exemplified in his leadership, including a culture of encounter, mercy, social fraternity, environmental
justice, and prayer. Watch "Honoring 10 Years of Pope Francis' Papacy" to see how he has touched the hearts of people
around the world as described by dozens of people. Narrated by President Dr. Colleen Hanycz, the tribute opens with Fr.
Jim McCann, SJ sharing his experience being in Rome at the time of the election on March 13. Read more at
www.xavier.edu/pope.

The Xavier University of Louisiana was one of five of AGB's more than 1,300 member boards selected by a
distinguished panel of higher education experts as a 2023 AGB John W. Nason Award for demonstrated exceptional
leadership and initiative, distinct contributions to governance, unusual courage facing adversity, and significant
achievement. Read more...

MEMBER NEWS AND NOTES
Continued from page 20

Upcoming Member Programming

Pray It Forward Wednesdays
Prayer is powerful! We would like to invite Boston College Alumni family
and friends and the C21 Center community to spend a little time together
each week to reflect and recharge. All are welcome! 

Join us Wednesdays from 4:00-4:15 pm (ET) on Zoom for a brief time-out
to pray - reading the day's Gospel, listening to a brief reflection, offering
prayer intentions, and sharing a group prayer relevant to the week. 

Please register below to receive the Zoom link information for all sessions, a
weekly reminder email one hour prior to Pray It Forward, and links to
daily Gospel readings. 
 
Register and learn more...

https://udayton.edu/news/articles/2023/02/community_events_to_learn_about_human_rights.php
https://news.sf.edu/2023/03/29/usf-hosts-events-during-sexual-assault-awareness-month/
https://news.stthomas.edu/podcast-practicing-catholic-show-with-president-rob-vischer/
http://www.xavier.edu/pope
https://www.xula.edu/news/2023/01/xavier-university-of-louisiana-board-of-trustees-recipient-of-2023-john-w-nason-award-for-board-leadership.html
https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/centers/church21/programs/Pray_It_Forward.html
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MEMBER NEWS AND NOTES
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¡El Futuro is Here!
From August 1 - 3, 2023, Dominican University in River Forest, IL will
host a national conference designed to create a space for rich theological
conversation and reflection for campus ministers, theological educators,
and student leaders en conjunto (together).

¡El Futuro is Here! helps university ministers, theology departments, and
key collaborators develop a means for our institutions to celebrate the
cultural practices of our Latinx students and see them as constitutive of a
vibrant faith life en lo catidiano (in the everyday).

For more information, please visit this website.

Sustainability across the Curriculum - June 26-30
Environmental Justice and Integral Ecology - July 10-14
Pedagogy for Sustainability and Justice - July 17-21

Online Summer Workshops in Sustainability, Environmental Justice, and Integral Ecology
Santa Clara University welcomes applications from faculty, instructional staff, and campus sustainability staff for our
online workshops on incorporating sustainability, environmental justice, and integral ecology into the curriculum.
Workshops also prepare participants to train others on their campus to integrate this important material into their
teaching. Each workshop involves around eight hours of work over one week, including a live orientation on Zoom,
optional daily office hours, and self-paced learning and online discussions. Participants receive online feedback from the
workshop instructor and their cohort throughout.
 
Three workshops are available in Summer 2023:

See the full workshop descriptions.

SCU is a Center for Sustainability Across the Curriculum affiliated with the Association for Advancement of
Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE) and a signatory of the Vatican-sponsored Laudato Si’ University Pathways
to advance integral ecology in higher education. The SCU-based instructors have over 50 years combined experience in
teaching, leading undergraduate research projects, and designing campus-based and community-based learning about
sustainability and justice. SCU has earned top rankings for sustainability from AASHE, the Princeton Review, and the
Sierra Club. 

Lighting the Way Forward: 
The Purpose of Catholic
Higher Education in a
Changing World

January 11 - 13, 2024
University of San Diego

This conference, held at the University of San Diego, will explore what it might mean to be a Catholic college or
university at this moment in history, deeply concerned about and engaged with the interrelated challenges of climate
change, structural racism, lack of trust in institutions and breakdown of communities, polarizing political discourse,
religious disaffiliation, and more. As the COVID-19 crisis decelerates, the urgency of these and other challenges comes 

http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
http://collegium.org/annual-colloquy/sending-participants
https://www.dom.edu/about-dominican/mission-and-ministry/el-futuro-2023
https://www.scu.edu/sustainability/events/curriculum-development-workshops/
https://www.aashe.org/partners/centers-for-sustainability-across-the-curriculum/
https://laudatosiuniversities.com/resources/
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MEMBER NEWS AND NOTES
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Presidential Transitions and Inaugurations
ACCU welcomes the newest ACCU member presidents and transitional presidents
who have started in their roles along with those who have been inaugurated since our
last Update. 

Cheryl McConnell, President, Saint Joseph's University

Additional Highlights and Recognition

And congratulations to those newly inaugurated!

Marco Clark, President, Holy Cross College
Donald Taylor, President, University of Detroit Mercy

Update Summer Issue: Share Your News and Notes with ACCU!

We want to share your good news and celebrate your
accomplishments! Don't forget to send your member
institution new and notes to ACCU via email by
June 15th.

Special Request:
For our summer issue, we want to highlight
graduation celebrations in an Update feature
article. Please send any photos and videos
regarding all things commencement: from
speakers, to students, to testimonials about
the impact of Catholic higher education for our
newest alums.

Questions? Contact ACCU marketing for additional information.

into sharper relief. What role can and should Catholic higher education play in promoting integral human flourishing in
our emerging context?

From a wide variety of disciplinary lenses, presenters and participants will consider how the richness of the Catholic
intellectual tradition can speak to the joys and hopes, the griefs and the anxieties of our contemporary moment, paying
particular attention to the joys, hopes, griefs, and anxieties of the poor and marginalized. In this way, the conference
seeks to continue the work of Vatican II, analyzing the signs of our times to interpret them in light of the Gospel and the
rich history of Catholic higher education. The gathering also seeks to re-examine and re-articulate the foundational
relationship between the Catholic Church and Catholic colleges and universities as well as consider how Pope Francis’
emphases on environmental sustainability, mercy, the peripheries, fraternity, and synodality might strengthen that link.
Learn more about the conference... 

mailto:mevans@accunet.org
mailto:mevans@accunet.org
mailto:mevans@accunet.org
https://www.sandiego.edu/lighting/
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Access additional member benefits TODAY at members.accunet.org/portal !

Accepting Submissions!

Learn more about how to submit a manuscript to
the Journal of Catholic Higher Education 

in your member portal.

Questions? Contact ACCU at accu@accunet.org, 202-457-0650, or via the website. 

http://members.accunet.org/portal
http://accunet.org/
http://members.accunet.org/portal
http://members.accunet.org/portal
http://accunet.org/

