
 

 
 

ACCU Annual Meeting Spouse Track 
Saturday, February 1 – Monday, February 3, 2025  

Grand Hyatt Washington 

 
Registered spouses of ACCU member presidents are welcome to attend all scheduled events of the Annual 
Meeting, including receptions, meals, and program sessions (excluding the Presidents-Only Business Meeting 
on Monday morning).  In addition, below are the activities designed specifically for the ACCU Spouse Track. 

 
Community Building Option 
Participants are invited to join in reading the following book in advance of February:  
Learning to Disagree:  The Surprising Path to Navigating Differences with Empathy 
and Respect. By John Inanzu (224 pages)  Available on Audible 
“In a tense cultural climate, is it possible to disagree productively and respectfully 
without compromising our convictions? Spanning a range of challenging issues--
including critical race theory, sexual assault, campus protests, and clashes over religious 
freedom--highly regarded thought leader and law professor John Inazu helps us engage 
honestly and empathetically with people whose viewpoints we find strange, wrong, or 
even dangerous.” As you read, ponder the following questions: When we don’t see 
eye to eye, how can we still see heart to heart with those we encounter on our 

campuses?  In our roles as spouses, how might we help bring heart to challenging conversations? 
 
Friday, January 31 
7:00 p.m.  Optional Gathering                  Grand Hyatt Restaurant 

Cure Bar & Bistro:  https://www.curebarandbistro.com/  
Meet with fellow Spouses for dinner and/or drinks.   
 

Saturday, February 1 
10:30 – 11:15 a.m. Meet and Greet                     Bulfinch Room 

Grab your coffee from the lobby Starbucks and join fellow ACCU spouses for a 
meet and greet before the Excursion.  

 
11:15  – 2:30 p.m. Excursion                         Meet at Registration at 11:15 a.m.  

Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery (2 blocks from the Grand Hyatt) 
11:15 a.m.   Depart from the hotel to walk to the Gallery. (8th and G Streets, NW) 
11:45 a.m.    Self-Guided Tour: “Highlights of the National Portrait Gallery” 

Download the SMARTIFY app.  *Plan to bring your own headphones with you so 
that you can listen to the audio content as you explore the Gallery* 

1:00 p.m.  Lunch onsite at the Gallery (purchase your own in The Courtyard Cafe) 
2:30 p.m.   Walk back to the hotel. (Grand Hyatt Hotel) 

 
5:00 p.m. Opening Mass                                                                    Constitution Ballroom  

Mass will be followed by the Annual Meeting Reception and Awards Banquet. 
Saturday evening programming is included as part of your registration.   
 

https://www.hyatt.com/grand-hyatt/en-US/wasgh-grand-hyatt-washington/hotel-info
https://www.audible.com/pd/Learning-to-Disagree-Audiobook/B0CB1TVGVS?qid=1732568236&sr=1-1&ref_pageloadid=not_applicable&pf_rd_p=83218cca-c308-412f-bfcf-90198b687a2f&pf_rd_r=BGCP37PTP1P1MZCJMNQP&plink=uvCiAgfoVXEOrmCQ&pageLoadId=zdxpub8j8PoLdjJY&creativeId=0d6f6720-f41c-457e-a42b-8c8dceb62f2c&ref=a_search_c3_lProduct_1_1
https://www.curebarandbistro.com/
https://npg.si.edu/
https://npg.si.edu/smartify-app
https://npg.si.edu/visit/courtyard-cafe
https://www.hyatt.com/grand-hyatt/en-US/wasgh-grand-hyatt-washington/hotel-info
https://www.accunet.org/2025annualmeeting.html
https://www.amazon.com/Learning-Disagree-Surprising-Navigating-Differences/dp/0310368014/ref=sr_1_1?crid=259MSNQP9EEN3&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.BmCyrXfxJBUBLzEQKmUXdA.kt0J9HNYLlvRrAXHH2qulxYnPiifBAga4vPtoo8vlVM&dib_tag=se&keywords=Learning+to+Disagree%3A+The+Surprising+Path+to+Navigating+Differences+with+Empathy+and+Respect&qid=1734447957&sprefix=learning+to+disagree+the+surprising+path+to+navigating+differences+with+empathy+and+respect%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1


 
 
Sunday, February 2 
6:30 – 7:15 a.m.  Optional Walking Group                                     Meet at Registration 

Meet to go for a brisk morning walk. 
 
7:15 – 8:15 a.m.  Breakfast with Spouses                               Banneker Room 

Participants will engage in informal table topic conversations relevant to your role as 
spouses of ACCU presidents.  

 
8:15 a.m.   2025 Annual Meeting sessions begin  
12:00 – 12:30 p.m. Lunch with Spouses                            Banneker Room 
12:30 – 1:30 p.m. Session:  Disagreeing Better                           Banneker Room 

Speaker:  Dr. Carol Bruess  
Participants will hear about Dr. Bruess’ work at College of Saint Benedict and Saint 
John’s University on “Disagreeing Better”: an initiative to proactively help 
community members learn the skills needed to foster an environment 
where dialogue flourishes beyond the boundaries of our differences. She will offer 
some ways that spouses may help to support respectful and honest conversations on 
campus.  

  
Monday, February 3  
6:30 – 7:15 a.m.  Optional Walking Group                                     Meet at Registration 

Meet to go for a brisk morning walk. 
 
7:15 – 8:15 a.m.  Breakfast with Spouses                                Burnham Room 

Participants will engage in informal table topic conversations relevant to your role as 
spouses of ACCU presidents.  

 
8:30 – 9:45 a.m.  Book Conversation                                                             Burnham Room 

Reflect on our common reading of our book … and plan for next year (debrief and 
evaluation).  (Note:  The Closing Plenary begins at 9:50 a.m.) 
 

 

Many Thanks to the Planning Task Force for their dedication in developing the program! 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Evans,  
University of the Incarnate Word 

 

Theresa McKeegan,  
Mount Aloysius College 

 

Theresa Allen, 
La Salle University 

George Blanchet,  
Aquinas College 

https://www.csbsju.edu/disagreeingbetter/

