THROUGH 2026 ACCU Annual
muss  Meeting Spouse Track

ASSOCIATION OF CATHOLIC COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES

Saturday, January 31-Monday, February 2

2026 ANNURL MEETING Grand Hyatt Washington, Washington DC

Registered spouses of ACCU member presidents are welcome to attend all scheduled events of the

Annual Meeting, including receptions, meals, and program sessions (excluding the Presidents-Only

Business Meeting on Monday morning). In addition, below are the activities designed specifically
for the ACCU Spouse Track.

Community Building Option: Book Club!

CULTURAL
CATHOLICS
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Who They Are, How to Respond

MAUREEN K. DAY

Participants are invited to join in reading the following book in advance of our
meeting in Washington, DC.
Cultural Catholics: Who they are and how to Respond

. By Maureen K. Day

As you read, consider the following questions:

~ *As spouses, how may we welcome and engage students who attend large on-

campus events (i.e. Mass of the Holy Spirit, Ash Wednesday), but who are
reluctant to participate in weekly Mass or other opportunities to grow in their
faith? How are “Cultural Catholic” students, faculty, staff, and trustees signs
of hope for our campuses?

Saturday, January 31

8:00 — 8:30 a.m.
8:30 — 2:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

Spouse Track Coffee Meet and Greet Renwick Room
Grab your coffee from Starbucks and meet your fellow ACCU spouses
before we board the bus for the Excursion.

Excursion to the Museum of the Bible

Spouses meet at Registration at 8:30 a.m. to board the bus to depart for the
Excursion. Participants will have a guided tour and lunch onsite. Museum
entry fee, bus, and lunch are all included with Spouse Track registration.

Opening Liturgy of the ACCU Annual Meeting
Followed by The Opening Receptions and Banquet & Awards Presentation.



https://www.amazon.com/Cultural-Catholics-Who-They-Respond/dp/B0CZ67MG89
https://www.museumofthebible.org/

Sunday, February 1

7:15 — 8:00 a.m. Breakfast with Spouses Renwick Room
Engage in conversations relevant to your role as spouses of ACCU
presidents.

8:15 — 8:30 a.m. Annual Meeting Welcome & Opening Prayer  Constitution Ballroom

8:30 — 9:30 a.m. Opening Plenary Constitution Ballroom

Religious Liberty: Our Constitutional Right to Protect the Catholic Mission

9:45 — 10:45 a.m. Cultural Catholics: Implications for Catholic Higher Education

Author Maureen Day will present her data. Penn Quarter A/B
12:00 — 12:25 p.m.  Lunch with Spouses Renwick Room
12:25 — 1:25 p.m. Panel Session with ACCU Spouses Renwick Room

Topic: Supporting the Catholic identity of your institution from your role as
spouse while navigating your own career, family stages, and other personal
and professional commitments.
Panelists:
Dan Burns, University of Mount Saint Vincent (NY)
Susanne DeBerry Cole, Loyola University New Otleans (LA)
Christine Erevelles, St. Mary’s University (TX)
*Note: This session is open to any Presidential Spouses who may have traveled with their spouses,
but who have not registered for the Spouse Track*

1:30 — 2:30 p.m. Early Afternoon Plenary Constitution Ballroom
Leading with Wisdom and Mercy in These Disruptive Times

Monday, February 2

6:30 — 7:15 a.m. Optional Walking Group Meet at Registration
Lace up your walking shoes and go for a morning stroll with fellow Spouses.

7:15 — 8:30 a.m. Breakfast available with Spouses Renwick Room

8:30 — 9:30 a.m. Book Conversation Renwick Room

Discuss our shared read: Cultural Catholics
Joining us will be the author, Maureen K. Day, Visiting Research Fellow,
Villanova University.

9:50 — 11:00 a.m. Annual Meeting Closing Plenary Constitution Ballroom

An American Pope: Opportunities for Catholic Higher Education




Many Thanks to the Planning Task Force for their dedication in developing
this year’s program!

Theresa Allen,

Theresa McKeegan,
La Salle University

Mount Aloysius College

Christine Erevelles,

Lisa Evans,
University of the
Incarnate Word

St. Mary’s University




