
 
 
 

 
ACCU Presidential Spouse Track 

  The Capital Hilton Hotel, California Room  

 
Registered spouses of ACCU member presidents are welcome to attend all scheduled events of the 
Annual Meeting, including receptions, meals, and program sessions (excluding the Presidents-Only 
Business Meeting on Monday morning).  In addition, below are the activities designed specifically 
for ACCU Presidential Spouses. 
 

Community Building Option 
Participants are invited to join in reading the following book in advance of February:  
The Lighthouse Effect: How Ordinary People Can Have an Extraordinary Impact in the World 
by Steve Pemberton 

The book is also available on Audible. 
 
As you read, ponder the following question:  
In your role as presidential spouses, how may you be “human lighthouses” to those 
around you on your campus? 
 

 
 
Friday, February 2 
7:00 p.m.   Optional Gathering       The Statler Lounge 
Meet fellow ACCU spouses in the Capital Hilton Hotel Statler Lounge, centrally located on 
the middle of the hotel lobby, for optional informal conversations.  
 
Saturday, February 3 
8:00 – 9:00 a.m.  Breakfast                      California Room 
Join fellow ACCU presidential spouses for a welcome breakfast before the Excursion.  

 
8:50 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Excursion      Meet at Registration at 8:50 a.m.  
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
At 9:00 a.m. the bus will depart from the hotel to head to the museum for a guided tour. 
 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. Lunch onsite at the museum. 
 1:30 p.m.  Bus returns to the hotel. 

  
12:00 p.m.   Optional Lunch at the Hotel              Lower Lobby 
For those not participating in the excursion, an option to meet in the Capital Hilton Hotel 
lower lobby and have lunch in the hotel’s North Gate Grill with fellow ACCU spouses. 
 
5:00 p.m.   Opening Mass          Presidential Ballroom  
Mass will be followed by the Annual Meeting Reception and Awards Banquet. Saturday 
evening programming is included as part of your registration and marks the beginning of the 
conference.   

 

https://www.stevepemberton.io/the-lighthouse-effect-book
https://www.audible.com/pd/The-Lighthouse-Effect-Audiobook/0310362342
https://www.ushmm.org/


 

 
 
 
Sunday, February 4 
7:15 – 8:15 a.m.  Breakfast     California Room 
Participants will be able to engage in table topic conversations relevant to your role as 
presidential spouse/significant other.  
  
2024 Annual Meeting sessions begin. 
 
12:00 – 1:00 p.m.  Lunch      California Room 
 
1:00 – 2:00 p.m.  “Creating a Culture of Belonging” California Room 

 
Sister Karen Elliott, C.PP.S., Chief Mission and Belonging Officer,  
Mount St. Joseph University 
Sister Karen will discuss the importance of creating a culture of belonging in 
your campus community as you engage in its Catholic mission and provide 
essential support to your spouse serving as president. She will also discuss 
ways to participate in celebrations and events related to the Catholic mission, 
even if you are not Catholic yourself.       

 
Monday, February 5 
7:00 – 8:00 a.m.  Breakfast     California Room 
Discuss efforts to remain in touch as we return to our campuses along with providing 
feedback to be used in planning next year’s Spouse Track. 
 
8:00 – 9:00 a.m.  Book Conversation    California Room 
Reflect on our common reading of The Lighthouse Effect and discuss how you can be a 
“human lighthouse” in your role to those around you on your campuses. 
 
2024 Annual Meeting sessions continue with the conference ending at 11:00 a.m. 

 
 

 
Many Thanks to the following presidential spouses who planned this year’s program! 

Theresa Allen, La Salle University 
George Blanchet, Aquinas College 

Melynda Byrd Ludwick, University of St. Thomas (TX) 
Carole Williams, Mount St. Joseph University 

 


