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Colleagues,

Rome is magical on so many levels — the history, the vistas, the intellectual
life, the magnetic influence of His Holiness Pope Leo XIV, and a palpable
sense of Church that is hopeful, collaborative, and unifying. It is my delight, on
behalf of ACCU and the Lay Centre, to welcome you to the 2026 Rome

Seminar.

'This is a fresh start for an enduring program — with a new residence; new
sessions on Al, immigration, and sustainability; first-time visits to Borgo
Laudato S7, the Basilica of Saint Mary Major, and the Catacombs of
Domitilla; and a private audience with His Holiness Pope Leo XIV. New
speakers include Paulo Benanti, TOR, Pope Francis’ Vatican consultant on Al;

Sr. Helen Alford, OP, President of the Pontifical Academy for Social Sciences;

and many more.

Be aware. Be excited. We visit Rome and the Vatican in the midst of a cultural
conversion, with a focus on synodality and on the co-responsibility of lay
leadership. Think of your experience as part pilgrimage and part encounter —
with beautiful moments of fellowship.

No matter how often I return to Rome, the visit intrigues me intellectually and
animates my faith. I wish each of you that same experience.

Sincerely,

(L

Donna M. Carroll
President
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SCHEDULE OVERVIEW

Presidents are asked to participate in
all activities (except those in blue).

Presidents and spouses are invited to
activities printed in green.

Additional activities available for
spouses printed in blue.

Hotel Accommodations

Residenza San Paolo VI
Via Paolo VI, 29 1-00193
Roma, Italy
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SUNDAY, MAY 31

ARRIVALS
5:00 pm

MONDAY, JUNE 1

Celebration of the Eucharist: Chapel of St. Monica in the Vatican

(optional) Where Pope Leo XIV received his priestly ordination on
June 19, 1982. Bishop Paul Tighe, Secretary of the Dicastery for

Culture and Education

7:00 am

8:00 am

8:15 am

8:30 am

9:00 am

9:30 am

9:00 am

10:15 am

10:30 am

11:30 am

N

Breakfast at the hotel
(Spouses can have breakfast between 7 - 9 am)

Gather outside the hotel - Residenza Paolo VI
Walk to the Dicastery for Culture and Education

Welcome & Overview of the Program
Donna M. Carroll, President, ACCU
Filipe Domingues, Director, The Lay Centre

Departure by minivans to the Colosseum
(Dress: comfortable walking shoes)

Visit to the Colosseum and Fori Imperiali

Approaches to Promote Catholic Identity at Catholic Colleges
and Universities, Archbishop Carlo Maria Polvani, Secretary,
Dicastery for Culture and Education.

Walk to the Vatican Radio - Sala Marconi

Free time (Opportunity to enjoy Italian coffee shops nearby)

Understanding Migration in Light of the Second Vatican
Council: The Role of Universities

Emilce Cuda, Secretary of the Pontifical Commission for Latin
America, member of the Pontifical Academy for Life and the Pontifical
Academy for Social Sciences

Fr. Avelino Chico, S.]., Head of Office at the Dicastery for the
Promotion of Integral Human Development

DRESS CODE: CASUAL

DRESS CODE: BUSINESS /SPOUSES: CASUAL (DRESS CODE)




MONDAY, JUNE 1

DRESS CODE: BUSINESS /SPOUSES : CASUAL

12:00 pm

12:30 pm

1:00 pm

2:20 pm

2:25 pm

2:45 pm
4:15 pm
2:45 pm

3:00 pm

4:00 pm

4:30 pm

6:15 pm

6:30 pm

Departure by minivans to Residenza Paolo VI

Free time (Lunch on your own)

Lunch on your own

Opportunity to enjoy some of the fine restaurants in the area

Gather outside the hotel Residenza Paolo VI

Walk to the Vatican Necropolis

Visit to the Vatican Necropolis

Free time
Meet at the Vatican Radio - Sala Marconi

Insights into the Work of the Roman Curia — Msgr. Anthony
Onyemuche Ekpo, Assessor for General Affairs of the Secretariat of
State

Coffee break and coffee station

Issues That Matter to the Holy See

Elise Allen, Senior Correspondent (Crux Now)

Gerard O’Connell, Senior Correspondent (America Media)
Elisabetta Piqué, Correspondent (La Nacion)

Walk to the hotel

Opening Reception
Roof top Residenza Paolo VI

Hor’s d’oeuvres

.




TUESDAY, JUNE 2

NATIONAL HOLIDAY IN ROME

6:00 am

7:20 am

7:30 am

8:15 am

9:15 am

10:20 am

10:25 am

10:45 am

1:00 pm

2:30 pm

3:00 pm

Early breakfast at the hotel (Served in boxes)

Gather in the hotel lobby - Residenza Paolo VI

Short Pilgrimage to St. Peter’s Basilica

Silent free time inside the Basilica (On your own)

Celebration of the Eucharist: Altar of St. Peter's Tomb
Archbishop Paul Richard Gallagher, KCMG, GCIH, Secretary for Relations
with States within the Holy See's Secretariat of State

Break
(Spouses have free time until 3:10 pm)

Gather at the monument Angels Unawares (Migrants) at St. Peter’s Square

Walk to the Dicastery

Dicastery for Institutes of Consecrated Life

and Societies of Apostolic Life
Fr. Richard Welch, CSSR, JCD

Sr. Rosemary Rese, LSP

Lunch at La Venerina restaurant

Walk to the Synod’s office

Exploring Synodality in the Augustinian Tradition and the Pontificate
of His Holiness, Pope Leo XIV

Sr. Nathalie Becquart, XMC], Undersecretary at the General Secretariat of
the Synod

Fr. Joseph Farrell, OSA, Prior General of the Augustinian Order

DRESS CODE: BUSINESS CASUAL/SPOUSES: CASUAL




TUESDAY, JUNE 2

DRESS CODE: BUSINESS CASUAL/SPOUSES: CASUAL

3:10 pm Gather outside the Residenza Paolo VI

3:15 pm Departure by minivans to the Palazzo Barberini
4:00 pm Visit to the Palazzo Barberini

5:00 pm Free evening (Dinner on your own)

6:00 pm Return by minivans to the Residenza Paolo VI

(Dinner on your own)

Free evening for dinner and exploration of Rome

.




WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3

6:30 am
6:45 am

7:00 am

8:30 am

9:15 am

9:50 am

10:00 am

11:30 am

2:00 pm

2:30 pm

3:00 pm

4:20 pm

6:30 pm

DRESS CODE PAPAL AUDIENCE: BUSINESS FORMAL / REST OF DAY: CASUAL

Early breakfast
Gather outside the hotel

Departure for private audience with His Holiness Pope Leo XIV

Private Audience with His Holiness Pope Leo XIV

Quick break at the Residenza Paolo VI (Spouses have free time until
2:00 pm)

Walk to the Pontificium Institutum Patristicum Augustinianum

CHE Pulse Check: Evolving Sponsorship Models

Four colleague presidents share the status of sponsorship conversations
within their charisms.

Marc Camille, President, Albertus Magnus College

Robert Kelly, President, University of Portland

Fr. James Maher, CM, President, Niagara University

Lynn Ortale, President, Maria College
Free time (Lunch on your own)

Gather at the hotel

Departure by Vatican bus to the Catacombs of Domitilla

Visit to the Catacombs of Domitilla
Reflection about the Pact of the Catacombs (1965)
Filipe Domingues, Director, The Lay Centre

Departure by Vatican bus to Trastevere

Dinner at a pizzeria in Trastevere (Free time afterwards and return on

your own)




J

THURSDAY, JUNE 4

7:00 am

9:15 am
9:30 am

10:30 am

12:00 pm

1:00 pm
2:15 pm

3:15 pm

4:30 pm

5:00 pm

6:15 pm

7:00 pm

DRESS CODE MORNING: CASUAL / AFTERNOON: BUSINESS CASUAL

Breakfast at the hotel

Gather at Residenza Paolo VI

Depart by Vatican bus to Borgo Laudato Si’ in Castel Gandolfo

Visit of the Borgo Laudato Si’ to discover the Gardens of the Pontifical Villas
and to immerse in the beauty and in the principles of the Laudato St

Encyclical

Session with Cardinal Fabio Baggio, CS, Undersecretary at the Dicastery for

the promotion of Integral Human Development and General Director of
Borgo Laudato Si’

Fr. Manuel Dorantes, Administrative and Management Director of the Higher

Educational Center Laudato Si’

Lunch at Borgo Laudato S’ Restaurant

Return to Rome to Residenza Paolo VI by Vatican bus

Break (Spouses have free time in the afternoon)

Depart by minivans to The Lay Centre

Open Dialogue with Rectors of Catholic Universities of Rome
Fr. Andrea Bozzolo, SDB, Rector of the Pontifical Salesian University and
President of the CRUIPRO, Conference of Rectors of Roman Pontifical

Universities and Institutes

Fr. Mark Lewis, S], Rector of the Pontifical Gregorian University

Apéritif reception in the courtyard of The Lay Centre

Return to Residenza Paolo VI by minivans

Free evening

-
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FRIDAY, JUNE S

DRESS CODE: BUSINESS CASUAL/SPOUSES: CASUAL

.
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7:00 am

8:30 am

9:00 am

10:00 am

10:30 am

9:50 am

10:00 am

10:30 am

11:30 am

12:00 pm

1:30 pm

3:00 pm

3:10 pm

4:45 pm

Breakfast at the hotel
(Spouses can have breakfast between 7 - 9 am)

Departure by minivans to the Pontifical Oriental Institute

The Mission of the Catholic University Through the Vision of Saint John
Henry Newman, Donna Orsuto, Director of the Department of Moral Theology

and Spiritual Theology of the Pontifical Gregorian University

Coffee Break

Ethics of Al Fr. Paolo Benanti, TOR, Professor of
Moral Theology at the Pontifical Gregorian University

Gather outside the Residenza Paolo VI

Departure by minivans to the Basilica of Saint John Lateran

(Dress: comfortable walking shoes, knees and shoulders covered)

Visit to the Basilica of Saint John Lateran
Departure by minivans to the Basilica of Saint Mary Major

Visit to the ancient Basilica of Saint Mary Major, where the tomb

of Pope Francis is located, with Christiaan Santini, Art Historian

Return to the Residenza Paolo VI by minivans (Lunch on your own)

Meet at the Vatican Radio - Sala Marconi

Catholic Social Thought Today, Sr. Helen Alford, OP, Dean of Social Sciences
at the Pontifical University of Saint Thomas Aquinas and President of the

Pontifical Academy for Social Sciences

Werap up conversation, Donna M. Carroll, President, ACCU




o

FRI DAY’ JUNE S DRESS CODE: BUSINESS CASUAL/SPOUSES: CASUAL

5:30 pm Closing Mass at the Chapel of the Vatican Radio
Christophe Cardinal Pierre, Emeritus Apostolic Nuncio to the
United States

7:00 pm Closing Banquet at Passpartout Restaurant
Borgo Pio

SATURDAY, JUNE 6

Departures from Rome.

As the seminar concludes, we wish you safe travels and encourage you to carry

forward the spirit of dialogue, reflection, and fellowship experienced in Rome.

Thank you for joining us and please fill out the Rome Seminar evaluation form.
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SEMINAR
PARTICIPANTS

'The Rome Seminar brings together a distinguished group of presidents and
spouses from Catholic colleges and universities across North America. Each
participant plays a vital role in advancing the mission of Catholic higher
education within their institution and beyond.

‘Throughout this week in Rome, these leaders will engage in thoughtful
dialogue, reflection, and collaboration on the most pressing opportunities
and challenges facing Catholic higher education today.




Susan R. Burns
University of Mount Saint Vincent

Dr. Susan R. Burns, sixth president of the University of Mount Saint Vincent, leads
with a strong commitment to access, equity, and the Catholic intellectual tradition.
She has guided the University through significant transformation, including its
transition to university status, enrollment growth, and the launch of Seton College,
an associate degree program serving students with high academic and financial need.
Under her leadership, UMSV has expanded graduate, online, and professional
offerings, including the Bronx’s first registered PA program, while strengthening
partnerships and deepening ties to the Sisters of Charity of New York. A
psychologist and nationally recognized educator, she is a strong advocate for student
research and mentorship.

Dan Burns

Dan Burns is a seasoned library and archives professional whose career reflects
a deep commitment to preserving history and understanding human behavior.
He served as archivist for both the Archdiocese of Dubuque and the Diocese
of Sioux City, stewarding significant historical collections and supporting
research that brought institutional and community stories to life. His
background in library science and industrial-organizational psychology
combines careful attention to detail with insight into how people and
organizations function. Now retired, Dan enjoys a flexible pace of life while
remaining a steady and supportive presence alongside his wife, Dr. Susan R.
Burns. He especially values time with their adult children and enjoys exploring
New York City, always observing and appreciating the world around him.

Marc M. Camille
Albertus Magnus College

Dr. Marc M. Camille became the fourteenth president of Albertus Magnus College
in 2017. His thirty-six-year career includes more than two decades of senior
leadership at Catholic institutions, including Loyola University Maryland and Xavier
University, as well as experience at the University of Miami and Mount Ida College.
Since his arrival, Albertus has enrolled its five largest classes in history, with
traditional undergraduate enrollment increasing by 68% to a record high in the
College’s Centennial Anniversary Year. Dr. Camille currently serves as Chair of the
NCAA Division III Presidents Council and Vice Chair of the Connecticut Council
of Independent Colleges. He earned his bachelor’s degree from Rollins College, his
master’s from the University of Miami, and his doctorate from the University of
Pennsylvania.
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Rebecca Brogan Camille

Rebecca Brogan Camille, PhD, is Professor of Biology at Albertus Magnus College,
where she directs the STEM Academy and Summer Student Research Program. She
serves as a faculty mentor, academic advisor, and pre-health career consultant,
supporting student success through research, mentoring, and experiential learning.
She previously held faculty leadership roles at Loyola University Maryland, including
Biology Department Chair and Co-Director of the Microscopy Core Facility.
Trained in molecular endocrinology, she earned her Ph.D. from the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee and completed postdoctoral work at Oregon Health and
Science University. Her research spans neuroendocrinology, physiology, and forensic
biology, with numerous publications and external funding. An award-winning
educator, she is committed to advancing inclusive STEM education and
undergraduate research.

Isabelle Cherney
Mount Mary University

Isabelle Cherney, PhD, a native of Switzerland and fluent in four languages,
has served since 2022 as the 13th President of Mount Mary University in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, a Catholic institution sponsored by the School Sisters
of Notre Dame. A developmental psychologist, her scholarship focuses on
children’s rights and the relationship between gender, visuospatial development,
and access to STEM education. She has provided transformational leadership
through innovative academic pathways, including a nationally recognized EdD
program, early college initiatives, professional formation programs, and
Wisconsin’s first reduced-credit three-year bachelor’s degrees. Rooted in the
SSND charism, she founded the Institute for the Advancement of Women and
Children, advancing human dignity, leadership, healthcare, and the ethical use
of emerging technologies.
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Michael Cherney

Dr. Michael Cherney is a professor emeritus of physics at Creighton University and
an associate of the School Sisters of Notre Dame. He is married to Isabelle Cherney,
president of Mount Mary University, and they will celebrate their 41st anniversary
in mid-June. Although mostly retired, he remains active in nuclear physics research,
contributing to experiments at Brookhaven National Laboratory and CERN. At
Creighton, he served as principal investigator on more than $5 million in grant
awards and co-authored over 500 publications across nuclear and particle physics,
renewable energy, electronics, and physics education. He enjoys time with his four
grandchildren, hosting members of the university community, and contributing to
the Creighton Daily Reflections and Mount Mary newsletter.




Abel Chavez
Our Lady of the Lake University

Dr. Abel Antonio Chavez became the 10th President and CEO of Our Lady of
the Lake University in July 2022 and is the first Latino to lead the institution. A
first-generation college graduate and son of immigrants, he brings experience in
engineering, entrepreneurship, and research to his role. He is leading a bold
transformation focused on mission, student success, and regional impact. At
OLLU, he has introduced a performance excellence framework and founded the
Futuro Leaders Scholars Program to support first-generation students. A
recognized voice on access and equity, he serves on the HACU Governing Board
and the Texas Student Success Council. He holds degrees from Front Range
Community College, the University of Houston, and the University of Colorado

Denver.

Darren Dahl
Newman Theological College

Nearly a year ago, Dr. Darren Dahl was appointed President and Associate
Professor of Theology at Newman Theological College. Prior to joining NTC,
he taught philosophy, religious studies, and Catholic Studies at St. Thomas
More College for nearly twenty years. His academic interests include the
philosophy of religion and philosophical theology. He is also an avid fan of
British mysteries and good coffee, often enjoyed together. This is his first visit
to Rome, and he looks forward to the opportunity and to meeting the other
attendees.

Kate O’Gorman

Kate O'Gorman is a reader whose favorite authors include Maggie O’Farrell, Nina
Dunic, and Elizabeth Strout. She enjoys dining out, especially at places that offer a
hearty salad, and has a deep appreciation for art, particularly the work of
contemporary Canadian artist Marie Lannoo. In her downtime, Kate can often be
found watching a mystery from Hercule Poirot with her husband, writing short
stories, or enjoying an end-of-day cocktail. A prairie girl at heart, this is her first
trip across the Atlantic. She looks forward to seeing Rome and getting to know the
other attendees.
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David Dausey

Duquesne University

Dr. David Dausey will become the 14th President of Duquesne University on July
1,2026, after serving as Executive Vice President and Provost for eight years. A
first-generation college student, he began at a community college and earned
doctoral degrees from Yale and Penn. He is a champion of servant leadership,
mission-focused education, and expanding access. At Duquesne, he led the creation
of a new medical school, engineering programs, and a $68 million health sciences
building now underway. An epidemiologist, he worked in more than 20 countries
before entering higher education leadership. A classically trained pianist, he enjoys
hiking and biking with his wife, Nichole, and is the proud father of two Duquesne
students, Daniel and Elijah.

Nichole Dausey

Nichole Dausey spent more than a decade as a psychology researcher focused
on improving the lives of homeless veterans before stepping back to raise her
two sons, Daniel and Elijah, now students at Duquesne University. She began
her academic journey at Mercyhurst University, studying sports medicine and
pre-medicine, and later worked in VA healthcare systems in New Haven and
Pittsburgh. Her expertise includes psychological assessment and the diagnosis
of mental health conditions. Today, she enjoys a full and active life, including
time with her four toy poodles—Charlie, Sammy, Louie, and Henry—who
bring her daily joy. In her free time, Nichole enjoys rollerblading, gardening,
hiking, and biking, often outpacing her husband, David.
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Winston Erevelles
St. Mary’s University (TX)

Winston Erevelles, PhD, serves as president of St. Mary’s University, bringing more
than 40 years of experience as an engineer, professor, and academic leader. At St.
Mary’s, he served as Dean of the School of Science, Engineering, and Technology
from 2009 to 2021 and as Dean Emeritus and Special Advisor to the President from
2021 to 2024. He previously held faculty and leadership roles at Robert Morris
University and Kettering University. Erevelles earned his B.S. in Electrical
Engineering from Bangalore University and his M.S. and Ph.D. from the University
of Missouri-Rolla. He is married to Dr. Christine Erevelles, an emergency physician,
and they have three sons (one deceased) and a daughter. He remains active in parish
and service ministries.




Christine Erevelles

Dr. Christine Erevelles, MD, FACEP, is an emergency physician with more than 35
years of clinical experience. She has served as a clinical educator, medical director,
system quality director, and system medical director. She currently practices at
Baptist Neighborhood Hospitals, where she also oversees physician onboarding and
orientation, and audits for a medical coding company. Beyond her clinical work, she
is actively involved in her parish’s nursing home ministry and supports Sleep in
Heavenly Peace, helping build beds for children in need. She also volunteers on
various committees and enjoys mentoring students, sharing her experience and
commitment to service, education, and compassionate care in both her professional
and community life.

‘Thomas Evans
University of the Incarnate Word

Dr. Thomas M. Evans is the 10th president of the University of the Incarnate Word,
the largest Catholic university in Texas with a global enrollment of more than 10,000
students. Evans oversees the UIW system, which includes multiple campuses in San
Antonio, two campuses in Mexico, a European Study Center, Global Online, and St.
Anthony Catholic High School. He serves on the boards of many professional and
civic organizations in Texas, nationally, and internationally. An Austin native, Evans
and his wife, Lisa, have two sons, Walter and Leland.

Adreain Henry
Mercy College of Health Sciences

Dr. Adreain Henry is the fourth president of Mercy College of Health Sciences
and a leader in healthcare and higher education. He previously served as Chief
Academic Officer and Associate Provost at Hallmark University, where he also held
multiple dean roles. A first-generation college student, he began at Mississippi
Gulf Coast Community College before earning degrees in biology and optometry
from the University of Southern Mississippi and Salus University, along with
graduate degrees from Webster University, the University of Virginia, and the
University of Pennsylvania. Dr. Henry has built a distinguished career across
healthcare, education, and the U.S. Army, known for leading with integrity,
fostering collaboration, mentoring others, and advancing the mission of healing.
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Kathy Wilson Humphrey

Carlow University

Dr. Kathy Wilson Humphrey serves as the 11th president of Carlow University,
bringing more than 40 years of experience in higher education. Prior to Carlow, she
held senior leadership roles at the University of Pittsburgh, including senior vice
chancellor for engagement and secretary to the board, following her tenure as vice
provost and dean of students. Her work centers on expanding access, fostering
student success, and strengthening community engagement. Dr. Humphrey holds a
PhD from Saint Louis University, along with degrees from the University of Central
Missouri and the University of Missouri-Kansas City. She serves on several boards,
including The Federal Reserve, UPMC, and The Forbes Funds, and is an active
member of Macedonia Church.

Lyle Humphrey

Lyle Humphrey is a seasoned chef and smoke master whose career reflects a
passion for bringing people together through food. He owned Big Poppa’s
Restaurant and operated a successful catering business known for excellence and
hospitality, and has worked in institutional dining with organizations such as
Sodexo and Chartwells. A man of deep faith and service, he is actively involved at
Macedonia Baptist Church, where he has supported couples and families. At the
center of his life is family—he has been married for 40 years, is a proud father of
twins, and a devoted grandfather to Elijah. His interests include collecting vinyl
records, supporting women’s basketball, and enjoying Broadway productions.
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Kathleen S. Jagger

Newman University

Dr. Kathleen S. Jagger has served as the 12th President of Newman University since
July 2020, bringing 47 years of experience as a professor and administrator. She has
taught in undergraduate, graduate, and medical programs at five universities and
previously spent 19 years at DePauw University as professor of microbiology and
public health. She earned her PhD from the University of Cincinnati College of
Medicine, an MPH from Harvard, and a BA from DePauw. Her work includes
leading medical and public health service projects in underserved communities in the
U.S. and abroad. Married to her husband Jim for 49 years, they have two sons and
two grandsons, and share a love for art, travel, and the outdoors.




Jim Jagger

Raised on a farm in north central Ohio, Dr. Jagger attended Harvard College and
the University of Cincinnati College of Medicine, followed by residency and a sports
medicine fellowship in Ohio. He has served on the medical school faculties of
Wright State, Indiana University, Harvard, and the University of Kentucky, where he
was Chief of Sports Medicine and Head Team Physician for 15 years. A lifelong
farmer, he raised national champion sheep for more than 50 years. Now retired, he
serves as a docent at the Wichita Art Museum and volunteers at the Sedgwick
County Zoo and local botanical garden. He and his wife have two sons and two
grandsons, and enjoy travel, art collecting, and time with family.

Robert D. Kelly
University of Portland

Dr. Rob Kelly became President of the University of Portland in 2022, the first
layperson to lead the Holy Cross institution. He has guided the University
through a period of innovation, launching a strategic plan, opening the
Shiley-Marcos Center for Design and Innovation, expanding academic
programs, and strengthening its national and global presence. Under his
leadership, the University achieved designation as a National University in U.S.
News & World Report rankings. Previously, Dr. Kelly held leadership roles at
Loyola University Maryland, Loyola University Chicago, and Seattle
University. He serves as Chair of the Oregon Alliance of Independent Colleges
and Universities and on several boards, including NAICU, CIC, ACCU, and
the University of St. Thomas.

Lisa Lori
Marywood University

Lisa A. Lori, JD, serves as Marywood University’s 13th president and its first lay
leader. A proud alumna, she brings extensive governance and legal experience, having
previously served as Chair of Marywood’s Board of Trustees and as a partner in a
Philadelphia law firm representing clients in higher education and healthcare.
President Lori is focused on expanding Marywood’s reach nationally and globally
through strategic partnerships and innovative academic opportunities. She is
committed to strengthening academic programs to meet evolving workforce needs
and prepare students for meaningful careers. Dedicated to Marywood’s mission, she
works collaboratively to enhance student success, broaden access, and advance the
University’s role as a vital regional and cultural contributor.
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Fr. James J. Maher
Niagara University

Father James J. Maher, CM, DMin, has served as the 26th president of Niagara
University since 2013. A member of the Congregation of the Mission, he has
dedicated his career to advancing Catholic higher education and fostering academic
excellence. Under his leadership, Niagara has experienced growth in academic
programs, campus facilities, and community engagement. Father Maher is deeply
committed to the University’s Vincentian mission, emphasizing service, social justice,
and a transformative student experience. Prior to becoming president, he held several
leadership roles within the University and the Vincentian community. His vision
continues to strengthen Niagara’s reputation as a center for academic rigor,
community engagement, and faith-based education.

Beth Martin

Notre Dame de Namur University

Dr. Beth Martin was appointed President of Notre Dame de Namur University in
September 2021, bringing a longstanding connection to the institution. She
previously served at NDNU as a faculty member, program director, and founding
Dean of the School of Sciences. Prior to returning, she was Vice President for
Academic Affairs and Provost at Holy Names University and later served as Interim
Provost and Senior Vice President at Gonzaga University. Dr. Martin earned her AB
in Psychology from Brown University and her MA and PhD in Physiological and
Developmental Psychology from Stanford University. A licensed psychologist in
California, she brings academic expertise and a strong commitment to student
success, institutional growth, and mission-driven leadership.commitment to student
success and institutional growth.

John N. McKeegan
Mount Aloysius College

John N. McKeegan, JD, has served as the 15th president of Mount Aloysius College
since 2020. Under his leadership, the College has achieved steady growth, including a
17% increase in full-time enrollment and more than $25 million in debt-free
renovations to academic and residential facilities. He has launched initiatives such as
the “Future Heroes” partnership to address regional nursing needs and an
award-winning “Elevated” brand campaign, while earning repeated recognition as a
“Great College to Work For.” Prior to his presidency, McKeegan served as Vice
President for Institutional Advancement and General Counsel at Linfield University.
He holds a BA from Bucknell University and a JD from the University of Notre

Dame.




Theresa (McDonough) McKeegan

Theresa (McDonough) McKeegan earned a Bachelor of Science in Intercultural
Communication, with an emphasis in German studies, from Arizona State
University. She subsequently earned a Master’s in Education from Western
Governors University. For over twenty years, Theresa was an educator in several
disciplines at parochial and public schools in Oregon, from elementary through
junior high levels, while raising six children. A talented artist, Theresa also ran an
independent professional photography business for nearly a decade. Since moving to
Pennsylvania in 2020, Theresa has volunteered in multiple roles at Mount Aloysius
College, including as an adjunct professor and Mercy Associate, has served as a
substitute teacher in the region, and actively volunteers for multiple arts and
community nonprofits, including as a cultural coordinator for international clergy in
the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown.

Amy Novak
St. Ambrose University and Mount Mercy University

Dr. Amy C. Novak serves as President of both St. Ambrose University and
Mount Mercy University, leading during a pivotal moment for Catholic higher
education. A mission-driven leader, she is guiding the strategic integration of
the two institutions while advancing innovative models for the future. She
earned her undergraduate degree from the University of Notre Dame and her
doctorate from Creighton University. Throughout her career, she has
championed academic excellence, student formation, and sustainable strategies
that honor institutional legacy while addressing contemporary challenges. She
is passionate about forming students intellectually, spiritually, and morally. Dr.
Novak currently serves as Chair of the Association of Catholic Colleges and
Universities, helping shape the future of Catholic higher education nationally.

Ken Novak

Dr. Ken Novak is an educator, mentor, and servant leader committed to faith,
formation, and service. He earned a BS in aerospace engineering from the University
of Notre Dame and a PhD in English from the University of Ottawa. He teaches
undergraduate ethics and philosophy, guiding students through the moral questions
that shape meaningful lives. He served for ten years in the United States Air Force,
including as chief speechwriter for a four-star general, and was named Professor of
the Year at the US Air Force Academy. Today, he serves as a hospice chaplain and
assistant varsity soccer coach, supporting young people and accompanying those
experiencing loss with compassion and faith.
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Lynn Ortale
Maria College

Lynn Ortale, PhD, serves as the sixth president of Maria College, bringing more
than 30 years of experience in higher education administration. Prior to joining
Maria College, she served for 17 years at Chestnut Hill College and 15 years at Saint
Joseph’s University. Committed to developing future leaders, she was a founding
faculty member in DeSales University’s graduate program and is a sought-after
national speaker. A mission-driven and student-focused leader, Dr. Ortale earned her
PhD from the University of Pennsylvania, a Master of Education from the
University of Vermont, and a Bachelor of Arts from St. Michael’s College. She
credits her success to dedicated faculty and staff committed to fostering student
growth and transformative educational experiences.
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Brian Ortale

Brian Ortale, JD, is retired from higher education and enjoys time with his
grandchildren, Kiernen and Allicin. Over his career, he served in roles
including Assistant Director of Campus Ministry, Dean of Students, Director
of Residence Life, Director of Judicial Affairs, and rugby coach. A dedicated
educator, he taught courses in religion, ethics, global studies, and philosophy,
often closing class with the reminder to “take care of one another.” He is
committed to interreligious dialogue and the separation of church and state,
with doctoral studies in religious ethics at Temple University. He holds a Juris
Doctor from Widener University, a Master of Education from the University
of Vermont, and a Master of Divinity and bachelor’s degree from St. Michael’s
College.

Jeftrey Senese
Caldwell University

Dr. Jeftrey Senese is president of Caldwell University and previously served as
president of Saint Leo University. He has more than a decade of experience as a
provost and earned tenure at two institutions, including Penn State. His research
includes global work with the US Department of Justice and the US Department of
Defense, with extensive international experience across Asia, the Middle East,
Europe, and South Africa, including a Fulbright. He earned his bachelor’s degree
from Penn State, his master’s from Indiana State, and his PhD from Michigan State
University, and completed executive programs at Harvard, Colorado, Penn, and
Cornell. He has published widely and presented internationally. He and his wife,
Alicia, have two adult children.
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Alicia Senese

Mrs. Alicia Senese had a 30 year plus career at the Hospital of the University of
Pennsylvania in the department of radiation oncology. She also worked at Beth Israel
Hospital in Boston other hospitals in both Boston and Philadelphia serving in the
role of radiation technologist and an xray technologist. Alicia earned her associate
degree from Gwynedd Mercy University and her bachelor’s from Philadelphia
University. Alicia and Jeff Senese, have two adult children, Mia, the Recreation
Manager at Tampa Marriott Waterstreet and Daniel a staff biologist for
Adaptimmune, a clinical-stage biopharmaceutical company focused on novel cancer
immunotherapy products in Philadelphia

Msgr. Stuart Swetland
Donnelly College

Msgr. Stuart Swetland. PhD, serves as president of Donnelly College and
previously held leadership roles at Mount St. Mary’s University, including Vice
President for Catholic Identity and Director of Pre-Theology. A graduate of
the US Naval Academy, where he ranked first academically, he was elected a
Rhodes Scholar and entered the Catholic Church while studying at Oxford.
Ordained in 1991, he has served in campus ministry and directed Newman
Centers at Bradley University and the University of Illinois. He holds degrees
from Oxford, Mount St. Mary’s Seminary, and the Pontifical Lateran
University. A Prelate of Honor, he is active in Catholic leadership, ministry, and
scholarship, and serves as pastor in Kansas City.

Gerry Turcotte
Corpus Christi College - St. Mark’s College

Dr. Gerry Turcotte became President of Corpus Christi College and Principal of St.
Mark’s College in 2022, following 11 years as President and Vice-Chancellor of St.
Mary’s University, Calgary. He holds degrees from McGill University, the University
of Ottawa, and the University of Sydney, where he completed his PhD as a
Commonwealth Fellow. An accomplished author and editor of 23 books, his works
include novels, essays, and faith reflections. His recent publications include The Sum
of All Things and The Space Between (2026). He has received numerous honors,
including the Governor General’s Award for Canadian Studies and the Queen’s
Jubilee Medals, and was given the Blackfoot name “Mountain Thunder” in
recognition of his work in reconciliation.
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